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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, Dates will 
be announced soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 29th February, 
2020 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 29th February,2020. 
Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised in the 
of  2019 which date will be announced very soon.

 

 

mailto:adskid39018p@gmail.com
mailto:info@suruchiconsultants.com
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf
http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iS432VlGc8&t=42s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5iS432VlGc8&t=42s
http://skilldairy.com/
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/training/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf


Indian News 

Talasani orders probe into dip in Vijaya Dairy milk procurement 
Feb 15, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/talasani-orders-probe-into-dip-in-vijaya-dairy-milk-procure-

ment/articleshow/74154539.cms 

yderabad: Milk procurement Vijaya 

Dairy has dropped from five lakh litres 

per day two years ago to less than 

three lakh litres per day now. There has been a 

40% decrease in milk procurement by Tel-

angana State Dairy Development Cooperative 

Federation (TSDDCF) which sells packaged milk 

and milk products. 

The reason behind this dip can be attributed to 

procurement strategies by private players, 

lower production of milk, among others. Taking 

a serious note of this, animal husbandry minis-

ter Talasani Srinivas Yadav has ordered an in-

quiry. “Despite the government extending sup-

port to the TSDDCF, procurement has dropped 

by 40% which is unacceptable,” the minister 

told officials. On the instructions of the minis-

ter, special teams have been formed to conduct 

an inquiry at state, district and village level. The 

teams will also speak to the dairy farmers at the 

village level and submit its report by the end of 

this month. 

Yadav said the government has distributed 

65,000 buffaloes. “Instead of the milk produc-

tion increasing facilitating a rise in procurement 

by Vijaya Dairy, the procurement has gone 

down. Also, probe the involvement of officials 

and if there is any role in helping the private 

dairies,” the minister directed the top officials 

of animal husbandry department. 

When contacted, TSDDCF managing director G 

Srinivasa Rao confirmed to STOI that the milk 

procurement has come down by 40 per cent 

due to various factors including aggressive mar-

keting by private dairies and production coming 

down to climatic factors. “The production is low 

and also the milk powder stocks have ex-

hausted. The private dairies were quick to offer 

a better price to the farmers to raise their pro-

curement targets,” he said. 

 

Exports drop 1.66% to $25.97 bn in January; trade deficit widens 

Feb 14, 2020 

http://www.millenniumpost.in/business/exports-drop-166-to-2597-bn-in-january-trade-deficit-widens-400718 

 
ew Delhi: The country's exports 

dropped 1.66 per cent to USD 25.97 

billion in January, the sixth straight 

month of contraction, on account of a signifi-

cant fall in shipments of petroleum, plastic, car-

pet, gems and jewellery, and leather products. 

Imports also fell for the eighth consecutive 

months, down 0.75 per cent to USD 41.14 bil-

lion in January, widening the trade deficit to a 

seven-month high of USD 15.17 billion, accord-

ing to the government data released on Friday. 

Gold imports shrunk by about 9 per cent to USD 

1.58 billion during the month under review. Last 

time, it was in June 2019 when the trade deficit 

aggregated at USD 15.28 billion. Of the 30 key 

sectors, as many as 18 segments showed nega-

tive growth in exports during the month. Ship-

ments of petroleum products, plastic, carpet, 
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gems and jewellery, and leather products con-

tracted by 7.42 per cent, 10.62 per cent, 5.19 

per cent, 6.89 per cent, and 7.57 4 per cent, re-

spectively, in January. 

The country's outbound shipments have re-

mained subdued so far this year. It may have a 

bearing on the overall economic growth, which 

is pegged at 5 per cent for the current financial 

year. Industrial output declined by 0.3 per cent 

in December 2019 due to poor performance 

mainly by manufacturing. In January, while oil 

imports grew 15.27 per cent to USD 12.97 bil-

lion, non-oil imports fell by 6.72 per cent to USD 

28.17 billion. Cumulatively, during the April 

2019-January 2020 period, exports were down 

1.93 per cent to USD 265.26 billion, while im-

ports contracted by 8.12 per cent to USD 398.53 

billion. Trade deficit during the period narrowed 

to USD 133.27 billion as against USD 163.27 bil-

lion in April-January 2018-19. 

Meanwhile, an RBI release showed that services 

export for December 2019 stood at about USD 

20 billion while imports were at USD 12.56 bil-

lion. Commenting on the figures, Apparel Export 

Promotion Council of India (AEPC) Chairman A 

Sakthivel said the textiles sector needs immedi-

ate help from the government to further push 

the exports. "Proper implementation of Rebate 

of State and Central Taxes and Levies Scheme 

(RoSCTL) and Merchandise Export from India 

Scheme are key to push apparel exports as the 

order books are not encouraging currently," he 

said. Federation of Indian Export Organisations 

(FIEO) President Sharad Kumar Saraf said global 

and domestic factors have again pull down the 

monthly exports. "Besides, protectionism and li-

quidity concerns coupled with sudden spread of 

novel coronavirus in the world's second-largest 

economy, China has further worsened the 

global sentiment and exporters are delaying 

their shipments," he said. 

 

 

No talks on opening up poultry and dairy markets to US companies: Govt 
February 14, 2020 22:00 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/no-talks-on-opening-up-poultry-and-dairy-markets-

to-us-companies-govt-120021401850_1.html 

  
he government on Friday denied reports 

that it had offered to open up the poul-

try and dairy markets to American com-

panies as part of ongoing negotiations on a lim-

ited trade deal with the United States. 

International media reports on Thursday sug-

gested that India had finally allowed market ac-

cess to chicken legs from the US, as well as 

American turkey and other agricultural produce 

such as blueberries and cherries, in the run up 

to US President Donald Trump's visit to India 

later this month. However, Indian officials re-

buffed the claims. 

“Chicken legs have been prime cause of dispute 

between both nations for nearly a decade. But 

our current regime of importing chicken legs is 

perfectly compliant with World Trade Organiza-

tion (WTO) rules and market access is already 

allowed,” a senior official said. He added no 

talks have taken place on dairy either. 

Having lost a case filed by the US at the WTO in 

2015, New Delhi secured the establishment of a 
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compliance panel in 2017. However, it con-

ceded access to US poultry in 2018, when the 

first consignments came in. 

India is the fourth largest chicken producer be-

hind the United States, Russia and China and 

the third-largest egg producer. According to the 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Ex-

port Development Authority, India exported 

540,000 metric tonnes of poultry products 

worth $98.5 million during 2018-19. 

Despite having the highest consumption rates 

of chicken products, American companies are 

focused on finding export markets for chicken 

legs, since the particular item is not favored by 

US consumers. 

On the other hand, market access for other 

products, such as cherries and blueberries, have 

also not been offered, said a person in the 

know. “Instead, talks have only revolved around 

the agri items on which India raised import du-

ties last year,” he said. 

This refers to earlier report of India offering to 

systematically cut duties on high-value US agri 

imports like almonds, walnuts, apples, and 

wine, which were among 29 key imports from 

the US to see up to a 50 per cent duty hike last 

year. 

While the government is under pressure from 

farm lobbies to restrict market access to these 

products, it hopes to provide an olive branch to 

the Americans on the issue. “Discussions on 

other American demands — lower duties for in-

dustrial components, engineering products and 

information technology goods like smart 

watches and iPhones — are lengthy and not ex-

pected to be completed by the time of Trump’s 

visit,” an official said. 

Higher taxes on agri goods were estimated to 

rake in $240 million in additional taxes. India 

has said the higher taxes were in response to 

the US imposing a 25 per cent additional levy on 

steel, and 10 per cent on aluminium products 

from India in May 2018.

 

Shampoo, oil, cancer drugs from cow urine, dung — what Modi govt wants scientists to 

work on 
14 February, 2020 7:49 pm IST 

https://theprint.in/india/governance/shampoo-oil-cancer-drugs-from-cow-urine-dung-what-modi-govt-wants-sci-

entists-to-work-on/365633/ 

  
ew Delhi: The Narendra Modi govern-

ment is looking for scientists to carry 

out research on primary products of in-

digenous cows, including urine and dung, with 

an aim to develop personal-care products such 

as toothpaste, shampoos and mosquito repel-

lents as well as look for cures to diseases like 

cancer and diabetes. 

The research will be done under the govern-

ment’s new inter-ministerial funding pro-

gramme — ‘Scientific Utilisation Through Re-

search Augmentation Prime Products from In-

digenous Cows’ (SUTRA-PIC India) — which has 

been planned with the support of various minis-

tries and government agencies. 

The ministries and agencies involved are De-

partment of Science and Technology (DST), De-

partment of Biotechnology, Department of Sci-

entific and Industrial Research (DSIR), Council of 

Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR), Ministry 
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of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Sid-

dha & Homoeopathy (Ayush), Ministry of New 

and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Indian Council 

of Agricultural Research (ICAR), and Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

The government floated the ‘Call for Proposal’ 

Friday, inviting project proposals from scientists 

and academics as well as grassroots organisa-

tions. 

An official at the DST, who did not wish to be 

named, told ThePrint that Rs 98 crore has al-

ready been allocated for the programme. 

Govt wants research into uniqueness of cows  

According to a notification of the pro-

gramme: “Though many vaidyas and practition-

ers are using prime products from indigenous 

cows for various treatments, there is not much 

scientific studies and research on the same.”  

“The research proposals should undertake de-

tailed scientific investigation of chemical profil-

ing, identification of bioactive principle respon-

sible for enhancing activity of antibiotics and 

anti-cancer drugs and other medicinal proper-

ties of prime products from indigenous cows 

from modern perspective,” it said. 

The government wants to fund projects that 

can help develop “indigenous cows-based utility 

items”, which include mosquito repellent, floor 

cleaner, personal-care products like dant man-

jan (traditional toothpaste), hair oil, shampoos 

and conditioners. 

“Initial studies performed by a few investiga-

tions showed the effective development of an 

anti-dandruff poly-herbal hair conditioner 

based on cow urine. It is also widely believed 

that smouldering cow patties keep away mos-

quitoes,” the notification read.  

“Apparently, the traditional Indian village sys-

tem of wiping the floor daily with a mixture of 

water and fresh cow dung assured that flies and 

other insects did not settle there. Various prod-

ucts are available in the market but there is no 

scientific research on the same,” it said.  

The government also called for proposals to re-

search into the uniqueness of cows that are 

“believed to possess certain unique qualities 

and characteristics”. 

Not the first time 

In 2017, the government had set up a 19-mem-

ber panel to carry out “scientifically validated 

research on cow-derivatives including its urine”. 

 

11 milk samples found adulterated 
Mohali, February 13 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/11-milk-samples-found-adulterated-41326 

leven of 42 milk samples in which water 

was detected to the extent of 13 to 21 

per cent were found adulterated. Other 

than water, no harmful substance was found in 

the samples. 

Darshan Singh, dairy technologist, Punjab Dairy 

Development Board, stated this during milk 

consumers awareness campaign organised un-

der the Tandarust Punjab Mission here today. 

“Milk samples can be tested in all departmental 

offices, besides camps. In order to organise 

such camps, district-level offices or helpline No. 

0172-2219276 can be contacted,” he added. 

Earlier, Kehar Chand, a social worker, inaugu-

rated the camp. — TNS
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FPJ Exclusive: Suppliers bat for milk powder import to avoid deficit 
February 13, 2020, 7:02 AM IST 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/fpj-exclusive-suppliers-bat-for-milk-powder-import-to-avoid-deficit 

umbai: The chorus is increasing from 

the cooperative and private milk 

suppliers for import of milk powder 

following the declining production of milk and 

shortage of milk powder across the country. 

Already there has been 10% reduction in milk 

production since October last leading to 50,000 

metric tonnes of shortage of milk powder. The 

cooperative and private milk suppliers have 

therefore appealed to the Centre to take an 

early decision to import 50,000 metric tonnes 

to avoid deficit in summer. 

The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dair-

ying has convened a meeting on February 13 

with various stake holders in New Delhi to take 

stock of the situation. Already due to shortage 

in milk production and supply, the prices have 

soared by Rs 5 to 6 per litre. 

Cooperative and private milk suppliers argue 

that the country is passing through a unique 

milk flush season where there is shortfall in milk 

production and the milk prices keep rising. The 

consumer prices of milk and products have seen 

upwards trend and expected to continue the 

same trajectory on the onset of lean season 

starting after couple of months. 

Moreover, there is a thin inventory of milk pow-

der and fat which is expected to put pressure 

on milk prices in coming months which coin-

cides with lean season of milk production. 

Department sources told FPJ,'' The issues with 

regard to current milk situation, monthly stock 

of milk powder and white butter required for 

self consumption during April-September 2020 

and expected stock of milk powder and white 

butter as on April 30, 2020 will be discussed at 

length at the meeting on February 13. 

The inputs received from states show that there 

has been 10% shortage in milk production re-

sulting in at least 50,000 tonnes of deficit in 

milk powder.'' 

He informed that India's total milk production is 

186 to 200 million tonnes per annum while the 

country produces about 5 lakh metric tonnes of 

milk powder which is required for the manufac-

turing of confectionery, biscuits, bakery prod-

ucts, infant milk and for sweets in bulk supply. 

The ex-managing director of Amul, BM Vyas, 

made a strong case for import of 50,000 metric 

tonnes of milk powder. 

''The Centre needs to take an early decision as 

since October there is fall in milk production 

leading to cut in the production of milk pow-

der,'' he noted. On the other hand, Lactalis In-

dia MD Rahul Kumar said Telangana, Uttar Pra-

desh, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and many more 

states have declared less milk production com-

pared to last year.'' It is inevitable to import 

milk solids to fill the genuine deficit without 

hurting interest of dairy farmers,'' he viewed. 
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Budget and Dairy Sector: Doubling of milk processing capacity no panacea 
Published: February 13, 2020 4:19:58 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/budget-dairy-sector-farmers-income-6265074/ 

 
inance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, in 

her Union Budget speech, has said that 

the government shall “facilitate” a dou-

bling of India’s annual milk processing capacity 

from 53.5 million tonnes (mt) to 108 mt by 

2025. 

Laudable and well-meaning though the inten-

tion is, it does not address the real issues and 

challenges facing our dairy industry, which isn’t 

about shortage of capacity. Page 62 of the Na-

tional Dairy Development Board’s (NDDB) An-

nual Report for 2018-19 shows the total pro-

cessing capacity of cooperative dairies at 882.74 

lakh litres per day (LLPD), roughly translating 

into 33 mt. We have no comparable data for or-

ganised private sector dairies. But according to 

an NDDB presentation dated August 26, 2014 

(‘Status of Milk Processing Infrastructure of 

Dairy Cooperatives’), the registered processing 

capacity of private dairies in 2010-11, at 689 

LLPD, was actually higher than the 406 LLPD of 

cooperatives for that year. Moreover, NDDB’s 

2010-11 Annual Report admitted that “the ca-

pacity created by them (private dairies) in the 

last 15 years equals that set up by cooperatives 

in over 30 years”. 

Simply put, if private processing capacity was at 

689 LLPD or nearly 26 mt in 2010-11, and even 

assuming nothing was added subsequently, the 

total for the organised sector would already be 

59 mt. This is more than the 53.5 mt mentioned 

in the Finance Minister’s budget speech. The 

only way the numbers can add up is if many pri-

vate dairies have shut after 2010-11 and their 

capacity reduced to just over 20 mt. 

Either way, I believe that the government’s fo-

cus shouldn’t be on creating new milk pro-

cessing capacity. In 2018-19, procurement by 

cooperative dairies averaged 507.69 lakh kg per 

day or 492.90 LLPD (one litre equals 1.03 kg), 

which is hardly 56% of their existing capacity of 

882.74 LLPD. In the private sector, too, several 

new plants came up during the first 20 years af-

ter liberalisation, with many of them, especially 

in North India and Maharashtra, producing 

commodities such as skimmed milk powder 

(SMP), casein, ghee and white butter. The crash 

in global commodity prices after 2014-15, ren-

dering exports uncompetitive, has led to their 

currently operating at 30-40% capacity. The 

only private dairies doing relatively well are the 

ones in the South, which are primarily into the 

marketing of liquid milk, curd, paneer and other 

branded fresh products. They, in fact, outsell re-

gional cooperatives in this segment. 

Rather than targeting a doubling of processing 

capacity, policymakers should first ask: Why are 

dairies struggling to optimally run even their ex-

isting plants? 

The problem, in my view, isn’t with “supply” or 

raising the share of organised dairies in the pro-

cessing of surplus milk produced by farmers. In-

stead, it is with “demand”: the domestic market 

is simply not growing fast enough. During the 

five years from 2014-15 to 2018-19, the average 

annual growth in cooperative milk procurement 

has been 8.3%. As against this, the correspond-

ing yearly increase in their liquid milk marketing 

was just 3.8%. Nor are we able to expand the 

market for exports. On the contrary, India’s 

SMP shipments fell, from 71,597 tonnes in 

2012-13 and 1,29,868 tonnes in 2013-14, to 

34,490 tonnes, 15,940 tonnes, 16,100 tonnes 
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and 11,476 tonnes in the subsequent four 

years. They revived somewhat to 45,082 tonnes 

in 2018-19, mainly because of government sub-

sidy, without which we were price uncompeti-

tive. 

If the problem is demand, not supply, doubling 

processing capacity will obviously not help and 

we need to, instead, find a solution for the for-

mer. Dairies have, in recent months, raised 

prices of both products sold by them as well as 

milk procured from farmers. But this has been 

an exceptional year of supply disruption result-

ing from excess and unseasonal rains, prevent-

ing proper fodder growth and dry matter accu-

mulation. The industry has to prepare itself for 

a scenario, where hiking consumer and pro-

ducer prices year after year will not be easy, un-

like the past. 

It leaves us, then, with the only viable solution: 

working with farmers to bring down their cost 

of producing milk. The present government 

must be complemented for initiating a scheme 

to eliminate Foot & Mouth Disease and Brucel-

losis in cattle by 2025. Both these are highly in-

fectious diseases that cause infertility, abortions 

and reduced milk yields in animals. The 2020-21 

budget has allocated Rs 1,300 crore towards 

this programme, over and above the Rs 811 

crore being spent in the current fiscal. Invest-

ment in animal health is necessary to boost 

productivity and also export of dairy products. 

No less vital to lowering of milk production cost 

is fodder development. India has not leveraged 

its tropical advantage that allows round-the-

year fodder cultivation, which New Zealand or 

European countries having long winters cannot 

do. Dry matter yields from forage are only 7-7.5 

tonnes per acre in New Zealand, whereas our 

farmers can harvest 30-35 tonnes of the same 

from Co-5, a bajra-napier hybrid grass bred by 

the Tamil Nadu Agricultural University. At Hat-

sun Agro, we have shown that by simply dou-

bling the quantity of this proteinaceous green 

fodder fed daily to his animal to 40 kg, a farmer 

would be able to supply it an extra 560 grams of 

crude protein at Rs 10. That same 560 grams, 

when given through compound cattle feed or 

concentrates, will cost Rs 70. A saving of Rs 60 

on 12 litres average daily milk yield straighta-

way reduces milk production cost by Rs 5 per li-

tre. Is there a better way to enhance the 

farmer’s income? 

The Indian dairy industry’s future lies not in 

doubling processing capacities, but by making 

its raw material supplier, the farmer, a cost-effi-

cient and globally competitive producer. Why 

cannot we think of the dairy farmer as someone 

who dedicates his land for cultivating perennial 

high-yielding protein-rich fodder and feeds it to 

cows that produce 20,000-plus litres of milk per 

acre — more than twice what his New Zealand 

counterpart can? The potential to do this is, 

perhaps, the greatest in Eastern India. Odisha, 

Bihar, Jharkand or Chhattisgarh could be devel-

oped into export hubs for dairy commodities, 

while farmers of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karna-

taka, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and Punjab can 

continue supplying to the more urbanised mar-

kets within the country. 

We need a strategy to double the dairy farmer’s 

income. That should, however, come not from 

jacking up prices or giving per-litre subsidy, as 

some state governments have done. The former 

leads to inflation and the latter to deflation, 

through dumping by dairies that process milk 

artificially cheapened using taxpayers’ money. 

Both are recipes for disaster. The choice must 

be between inefficiency (whether manifested in 

inflation or deflation) and achieving genuine 

cost reduction by investment in fodder develop-

ment, animal health and innovation. We cannot 

ride both horses. 

 

 

 



India, US engage in hectic parleys on trade deal 
February 12, 2020 
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fficials of India and the US are engaged 

in hectic parleys for a proposed trade 

deal between the countries ahead of 

the visit of US President Donald Trump here 

later this month, an official said. 

However, the official said that as of now there is 

no clarity if the trade pact will be signed during 

President Trump’s visit on February 24-25. 

Multiple rounds of talks have taken place be-

tween Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and US 

Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer in the 

past few weeks over telephone. 

The two countries are negotiating a trade pack-

age to iron out certain issues and promote two-

way commerce. 

India is demanding exemption from high duties 

imposed by the US on certain steel and alumin-

ium products, resumption of export benefits to 

certain domestic products under their General-

ised System of Preferences (GSP), and greater 

market access for its products from sectors such 

as agriculture, automobile, auto components 

and engineering. 

On the other hand, the US wants greater mar-

ket access for its farm and manufacturing prod-

ucts, dairy items and medical devices, data lo-

calisation, and cut on import duties on some in-

formation and communication technology (ICT) 

products. The US has also raised concerns over 

high trade deficit with India. 

In 2018-19, India’s exports to the US stood at 

$52.4 billion, while imports were $35.5 billion. 

Trade deficit dipped from $21.3 billion in 2017-

18 to $16.9 billion in 2018-19. 

India received FDI worth $3.13 billion from the 

US in 2018-19, higher than $2 billion in 2017-18. 

 

India out of US’ developing nations list for trade benefits 
Feb 12, 2020 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-out-of-us-developing-nations-list-for-

trade-benefits/articleshow/74089409.cms 

ew Delhi: Ahead of President Donald 

Trump’s visit on February 24-25, the 

US on Monday removed India from its 

list of developing countries that are exempt 

from investigations into whether they harm 

American industry with unfairly subsidised ex-

ports. 

The United States Trade Representative (USTR) 

eliminated a host of countries including Brazil, 

Indonesia, Hong Kong, South Africa and Argen-

tina from getting special preferences under the 

methodology for countervailing duty (CVD) in-

vestigations, stating that the previous guidance 

that dated back to 1998 “is now obsolete”. 

The US removed India from the list on account 

of it being a G-20 member and having a share of 

0.5% or more of world trade. The move has cast 

a shadow on India being able to restore prefer-

ential benefits under the Generalised System of 

Preference (GSP) as part of its trade talks with 

the US, as only developing countries are eligible 

for it. 

The US removed India from the list on account 

of it being a G-20 member and having a share of 

0.5% or more of world trade. The move has cast 
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a shadow on India being able to restore prefer-

ential benefits under the Generalised System of 

Preference (GSP) as part of its trade talks with 

the US, as only developing countries are eligible 

for it. 

“For purposes of US CVD law, the USTR there-

fore considers countries with a share of 0.5% or 

more of world trade to be developed coun-

tries,” the USTR said in a federal notice. India’s 

share in global exports was 1.67% in 2018. In 

global imports, it was 2.57%. 

In July last year, Trump directed his administra-

tion to change rules to prevent “self-declared 

developing countries from availing themselves 

of flexibilities” in global trade, saying that nearly 

two-thirds of World Trade Organization mem-

bers had been able to avail themselves of spe-

cial treatment and take on weaker commit-

ments by designating themselves as developing 

countries. 

“Thus, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thai-

land, and Vietnam are ineligible for the 2% de 

minimis standard, notwithstanding that, based 

on the most recent World Bank data, each 

country has a per capita GNI below $12,375,” 

the USTR said in the notice. Developing coun-

tries are permitted up to 2% of export or pro-

duction subsidies. 

The US had in January last year proposed with-

drawal of special rights and exemptions for 

emerging economies such as India and China, 

which are members of the Organisation for Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 

G20, classified as “high income” by the World 

Bank or account for more than 0.5% of global 

merchandise trade. 

The move has jeopardised India’s ability to re-

store GSP benefits under the trade deal that the 

two countries are negotiating, experts said. “Ac-

cording to this notice, India is no longer a devel-

oping country and its hopes of getting GSP may 

not materialise as it doesn’t qualify to get the 

benefits,” said a Delhi-based expert on trade is-

sues. 

In 2018, India exported goods worth $6.3 billion 

(as per USTR figures) to the US under the GSP, 

accounting for around 12.1% of India’s total ex-

port to that country. 

The average duty concession accruing on ac-

count of GSP was almost $240 million in 2018. 

The two sides are likely to announce a trade 

deal during Trump’s visit. 

As per a White House statement, President 

Trump would visit India on February 24-25. 

“The trip will further strengthen the United 

States-India strategic partnership and highlight 

the strong and enduring bonds between the 

American and Indian people,” it said. The 

Trump administration has yet to announce the 

dates for the visit of USTR Robert Lighthizer, 

who was expected to travel to India to finalise 

the trade deal. 

While India wants restoration of benefits under 

the GSP and more access for its products in the 

US, Washington has sought doing away with 

duty on American information and communica-

tion technology goods along with market access 

for its dairy products and duty cuts on Harley-

Davidson motorcycles. The US is also keen to 

sell more almonds to India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amul’s Wuhan Se Yahaan advertisement ignites needless controversy 
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t doesn’t take much to ignite a controversy 

these days. The Amul hoarding on Corona-

virus, a humorous take headlined Wuhan Se 

Yahaan Le Aaye…Amul homecoming snack with 

a visual of the Amul girl wearing a mask and 

coming off an Air India plane with other mask-

wearing travellers had social media in knots. 

The brand got savagely trolled for being insensi-

tive, and for treating a life-and-death matter 

lightheartedly. Honestly, I really didn’t see any-

thing objectionable in the communication at all. 

The trolls, me thinks, were getting incited for no 

reason. Much of the ire was directed at the 

Amul girl shown wearing a mask. 

What and how that made Amul ‘insensitive’ is 

beyond my comprehension, but then social me-

dia has strange triggers and even stranger reac-

tions. Amul, always has been tongue-in-cheek in 

its ad communication and the current creative 

is no different. What actually incensed the trolls 

is beyond my limited understanding of such ag-

gressive behaviour. 

PNB MetLife’s latest #ShedTheTax campaign is 

pretty obscure. It shows a man at a barber shop 

asking for a full head shave-off as it is the time 

of the year when one is weighed down with tax 

payment worries. Similarly, a couple at a fairly 

swish restaurant order the cheapest dish, that 

too one-by-two, because tax worries are bog-

ging them down. 

Frankly, the previous campaign of PNB MetLife 

featuring PV Sindhu, #ShedTheWait, was vastly 

better in ideation as well as communication. 

The extra-heavy weight tickets at the rail plat-

form weighing machine at least had an idea. 

The current campaign, sadly, doesn’t quite 

make the mark. Wonder why the client couldn’t 

just stay with a winning idea, and just build on it 

this year. It is actually nothing but the constant 

itch clients have to re-invent and change which 

sometimes actually ensures that the baby is 

thrown out with the bath water! 

A very interesting campaign from Coca Cola 

Australia went wildly viral on social media last 

week. It partnered with Amazon to give up to 

2,000 Australians the opportunity to receive a 

free personalised Coke with their name on it, 

delivered to their doorstep as part of a new pro-

motion. Customers could initiate the offer 

simply by saying, “Alexa, let’s share a coke” us-

ing Coke Skill on Alexa. 

Once this voice conversation was activated, a 

text was sent to their nominated mobile, which 

directed users to the ‘Share a Coke’ website. 

Voice-assisted lifestyles are becoming increas-

ingly popular among consumers worldwide. So, 

Coca-Cola worked with specialist ‘voice-agency’ 

Versa and Amazon to build on the success of 

one of its most iconic campaigns where sharing 

a Coke is symbolic of joy and togetherness. 

With this, Coke enabled customers to ‘Share A 

Coke’ in a fun, new and innovative way by using 

just a voice command. Will this happen in India 

too? My guess, is yes, that too very soon. Voice 

is going to materially change consumer behav-

iour on digital … already 20 per cent searches 

on Google are through voice. Brands such as 

Coke have already figured out this new tilt in 

consumer behaviour, and the Australian cam-

paign only signals what tomorrow will bring us 

all.  

The SBI Life ad has a stand-up podium setting, 

where a father is seen addressing the audience 
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about pressures and responsibilities of life and 

how they just keep adding up and wearing you 

down. And while he drives home the point, his 

daughter stands up and whistles in apprecia-

tion. 

The whistle, the brand claims, is a metaphor for 

the ‘depressurising effect’ of the family’s sup-

port in today’s challenging life and times. Often 

in its campaigns, it has presented its services as 

a panacea to the financial turbulence that could 

afflict a person and the family in times of adver-

sity. Its campaigns typically have laid more em-

phasis on the family as an organic single unit, 

and then built upon that in communication. The 

new film is nice and warm.  

The one interesting event last week, celebrated 

with quite fanfare in the digital world was 

Google Maps’ 15th birthday. In 2005, Google 

set out to map the world. Since then they’ve 

pushed the limits of what a map can do: from 

helping us easily navigate from point A to B, 

helping us explore and get things done. 

With over 1 billion people turning to Google 

Maps every day, its celebration saw a number 

of very interesting visual renditions of the 

Google Maps icon. I sometimes marvel at the 

evolved sense of design that most tech compa-

nies today are capable of. They combine cutting 

edge technology with stunning visual design, 

leaving traditional ad agencies far far behind.  

 

Watch that paneer: 40% of food samples in Noida fail quality test 
Feb 11, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/watch-that-paneer-40-of-food-samples-in-city-fail-quality-test/ar-

ticleshow/74071954.cms 

OIDA : Nearly 40% of the food samples 

tested in Gautam Budh Nagar over the 

past two years have been found unfit 

for consumption, reveals data of the UP food 

safety and drug administration. 

Out of 1,032 samples, 407 have failed the qual-

ity test so far. However, as the results of 302 

samples are still awaited, alarmed officials fear 

the final figure could be worse. Most of the sub-

standard samples were milk products, followed 

by fake spices in second spot. 

Among spurious milk products, it is the trade of 

loose paneer (cottage cheese) that has the offi-

cials worried. Unable to meet the demand with 

local resources, sweetmeat shop owners and 

traders often bring paneer from Ghazipur 

Mandi in Delhi. However, many source adulter-

ated paneer to make higher profits. 

District food safety officer Sanjay Sharma said 

that the spurious paneer trade is flourishing be-

cause of higher economic returns. “The cost of 

paneer is between at least Rs 320 to Rs 350 a 

kg. However, adulterated paneer is sold at Rs 

180-250 a kg. Unaware about its health implica-

tions, people prefer buying spurious paneer be-

cause it costs less,” said Sharma. 

Adulterated paneer is smuggled into the city 

from Aligarh, Sharma said, adding that he had 

highlighted the problem with senior officials. 

Some restaurants and hotels in Noida are also 

under the scanner for buying spurious paneer in 

bulk, he said. 

Traditionally, 7 to 8 litres of milk is needed to 

produce 1 kg of paneer. Adulterators often use 

less milk and add sodium bicarbonate, along 

with palm oil, to make synthetic paneer. Offi-

cials said they are trying to rope in volunteers to 

spread awareness about methods that can be 

used at home to distinguish between pure and 

adulterated paneer (see box). 

Under Section 59 of the Food Safety and Stand-

ards Act, an individual indulging in trade of sub-

standard or adulterated food items can face a 

fine of up to Rs 3 lakh, along with one-year jail 

term. 

In the past two years, a fine of Rs 1.95 crore 

was slapped on adulterators in 48 cases. There 
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are 200 registered cases where the decision of 

the court or district magistrate is pending. 

Seized samples are sent to the state laboratory 

in Aliganj, Lucknow. The lab takes three to four 

months to send the results. Action against ac-

cused persons is initiated if samples fail the 

quality check. 

On this front, there seems to be a lack of coor-

dination between administrative officials and 

police in Gautam Budh Nagar. According to Na-

tional Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), Noida po-

lice registered only 24 FIRs against individuals 

who have been accused of adulterating food or 

essential items in 2018, even as more than 200 

samples were found unfit during the period. 

Budget 2020: FM Sitharaman proposes doubling milk processing capacity by 2025, but is 

it feasible? 
Feb 11, 2020 08:38 PM IST 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/budget-2020-fm-sitharaman-proposes-doubling-milk-processing-

capacity-by-2025-but-is-it-feasible-4933011.html/amp 

n her Budget speech, Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman proposed to “facilitate 

doubling of milk processing capacity from 

53.5 million MT to 108 million MT by 2025.” 

Prima facie, the arithmetic of the milk industry 

makes that a tall order. At least achieving the 

goal within the stated deadline seems so. Milk 

production for 2018-19 stood at 187.7 million 

tonnes, according to data by the Department of 

Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Min-

istry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

The numbers taken together show that less 

than 30 percent of the milk in India comes from 

the organised sector. The rest is through the un-

organized sector. 

But there is a problem when the Finance Minis-

ter wants to double milk processing capacity. 

Just look at the chart alongside. Milk production 

has been increasing only at 6-7 percent each 

year. The Finance Minister wants processing ca-

pacity to increase at double this rate. Is this fea-

sible? 

  
It must also be noted that the food processing 

industry has not been given any financial incen-

tives. Hence the flow of money into this sector 

will possibly be slow. Thus, to expect processing 

capacity to grow at 15 percent year on year (it is 

only at 15 percent growth per annum that you 

can double capacity in five years’ time) appears 

a bit unrealistic. 

There is a second problem. To get all milk into 

the organised sector will not be easy. Traders 

and middlemen will not want to lose their hold 

over unorganised farmers who are compelled to 

sell their milk at Rs 18-22 per litre as compared 

to the Rs.26-36 paid by the organised sector. 
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It may be recalled that when the government of 

Maharashtra tied up with NDDB to start a coop-

erative in Maharashtra that became operational 

in October 2016, the 30 odd cooperative dairies 

in the state, most of whom were politically well-

connected, were under immense pressure to in-

crease their payment to farmers from to Rs 26 

per litre, up from Rs 20-22 per litre. This was 

lower than the Rs 32-36 per litre paid by Guja-

rat’s cooperatives. 

Maharashtra’s dairy cooperatives tried to dis-

rupt milk supplies, and finally, the state govern-

ment itself agreed to give these cooperatives a 

subsidy of around Rs 2 per litre to help them 

pay the Rs 26 per litre price to farmers. 

A similar thing is happening in Uttar Pradesh 

too, where exploitation of farmers, and the hold 

of middlemen, is vicious. 

There is a third problem the Finance Minister 

has not taken into account. The rate of growth 

of milk production in India has begun to decline, 

even though demand for milk remains strong. 

One reason for this is the cattle slaughter ban. 

As a result, many traders refuse to pick up old 

cattle – buffaloes or cows – from farmers. Con-

sequently, farmers who got Rs 20,000 to 25,000 

per old cattlehead, now get nothing. Conven-

tionally, the farmer used this money and added 

another Rs 20,000 (borrowed or through sav-

ings) and purchased another young cattlehead. 

This way his future milk earnings were assured. 

Now with the unsold old cattle, the farmer loses 

his income potential. 

Not surprisingly, growth rates of milk produc-

tion in India have begun to slow down. Milk 

production increased by 7 percent in 2017-18 

over 2016-17. But the following year, it fell to 6 

percent. 

 
As a result, the biggest loser is the farmer. His 

community alone lost around Rs 30,000 crore 

each year (not counting the loss of future busi-

ness). Worse, he had to pay for the upkeep of 

old cattle. Because of this flawed policy, the 

economy could be losing multiple times the Rs 

30,000 crore that farmers lose each year. 

Expect the dairy industry to gradually drift to 

the eastern part of India. Most eastern states 

have refused to enforce cattle slaughter ban 

laws (it is a state subject). These states have lots 

of foliage. It will enhance rural prosperity there. 

But it will take a few years more. 

It is difficult to see the milk processing capacity 

grow in the face of these odds. The Finance 

Minister can be optimistic. But she must first 

back this optimism with money for more food 

processing industry plants. Without that, even 

refrigerated vans and wagons will become a 

fantasy as they would be unaffordable and rele-

gated to being mere showpieces. 

It may be recalled here, that during Verghese 

Kurien’s time, the NDDB designed railway tank-

ers which were insulated, not refrigerated, and 

which could take milk 2,000 km away, without 

losing more than 1.5 degrees of temperature in-

side. That was a realistic solution. Today, Amul 

uses the railways extensively. 

Refrigeration as a solution needs a lot more 

value addition. This requires huge investments 

in food processing. The budget hasn’t made any 

provision for incentives for this sector. Without 



that, refrigeration may become another pipe 

dream. 

 

Dairy Day forays into AP mkt; Available across 2,000 outlets in state 
Tuesday, 11 February, 2020, 08 : 00 AM [IST] 
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54069 

airy Day, a top ten ice cream brand in 

India, with extensive presence in Kar-

nataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, 

announced its expansion into Andhra Pradesh. 

It will now be available across 2,000 outlets in 

most of the districts of the southern state. 

The company has invested Rs 80 crore over the 

last two years in capacity expansion, as it ex-

tends its footprint across the country. Currently, 

it has two state-of-the-art manufacturing units 

in Karnataka, spread over 2 lakh sq ft with a ca-

pacity of 1.4 lakh litre a day. 

M N Jaganath, co-founder, Dairy Day, said, “The 

expansion into Andhra Pradesh is an important 

step for Dairy Day, as we work towards estab-

lishing a pan-India presence. The state has a vi-

brant and growing market with immense poten-

tial for the FMCG (fast-moving consumer goods) 

sector.” 

“India currently is the fastest-growing ice cream 

market in the world, growing at a CAGR (com-

pound annual growth rate) of over 13-14 per 

cent. The industry is expected to touch Rs 

30,000 crore over the next five years. We, at 

Dairy Day, believe in providing value-for-money 

products that appeal to young and old alike,” he 

added. 

Dairy Day, which offers a variety of cups, cones, 

sticks, tubs and other novelties, manufactures 

and supplies approximately 150 products in 

over 30 flavours. The company manufactures 

market favourites such as vanilla, strawberry, 

chocolate, pista, butterscotch and mango, 

among others, along with its own unique fla-

vours, such as Paan Twist, Rajbhog, Gulab 

Jamun, Gajar Halwa, Rose Kulfi, Ice Cream Cake 

and Ice Cream Sandwich. 

 

New method can detect pesticide residue in milk 
Karnal, February 9 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/new-method-can-detect-pesticide-residue-in-milk-38569 

 student of the dairy chemistry division 

of the National Dairy Research Institute 

(NDRI) has developed a nano-particle-

based colorimetric method to detect pesticide 

residue in milk. 

It is reportedly a first-of-its-kind nano-particle-

based method for milk as according to the stu-

dent, it is cost-effective, rapid and easy to use. 

At present, sophisticated instruments are being 

used to detect pesticide residue in milk, which 

require trained technicians. 

For developing this method, the student has 

been awarded first prize in the national confer-

ence on “Emerging trends for development of 

functional food” at MAFSU-Nagpur Veterinary 

College in Nagpur on February 7. 

Wangdare Sachin, presently pursuing PhD in 

food safety and quality assurance of the dairy 

chemistry division under the guidance of Dr Ra-

man Seth, principal scientist, worked for around 

four years on this project and developed this 

method using gold particles. 

“The gold nano-particle method is an alterna-

tive to conventional methods for detection of 
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pesticide residue in milk. Pesticide residue in 

food has become a big challenge for society. I 

decided to develop nanotechnology-based 

method so that detection can be done easily,” 

said Sachin. 

“In my method, we can determine pesticide res-

idue visually using gold nano-particles as an an-

alytical tool. We can determine pesticide resi-

due in 20 to 25 minutes compared to around 

two hours while using sophisticated machines,” 

he said. 

“Nanotechnology is very easy to handle. It in-

volves mixing supernatant of pesticide-contain-

ing milk in nano-particle solution. If there is pes-

ticide in milk, red nano particles turn blue,” he 

explained. 

Dr MS Chauhan, Director NDRI, praised the stu-

dent for developing this method. He said pesti-

cides were being extensively used in agricultural 

fields to control pests and increase yield, lead-

ing to exceeding the maximum residue limit set 

by regulatory bodies like the Food Safety and 

Standard Authority of India. 

“There are several ways of exposure to pesti-

cides that may lead to skin problems, dermati-

tis, respiratory problems, reproductive prob-

lems, asthma, problems involving the nervous 

system and various cancers,” he pointed out. 

 

Dairy farmers to produce organic vegetables 
FEBRUARY 09, 2020 22:29 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/dairy-farmers-to-produce-organic-vegetables/arti-

cle30777501.ece 

ilma Thiruvananthapuram regional 

Co-operative Milk Producer's Union 

launched Haritha Milma, an initiative 

to promote organic farming among dairy farm-

ers, here on Sunday. 

Milk society members from East Kallada will be 

cultivating vegetables as part of the project 

which aims to provide extra income for the 

farmers while ensuring the availability of chemi-

cal-free produce. 

Kallada Ramesh, regional chairman, inaugurated 

the project. 

“We are planning to harvest the vegetables dur-

ing Vishu and the products will be marketed 

through exclusive Milma counters. ,” said Mr. 

Ramesh. As part of Haritha Milma project 

farmer groups will be formed in four districts 

coming under the region. Dairy farmers will be 

provided all support to start organic farming 

and ₹25 lakh has been sanctioned for the pro-

ject. In the first phase 11 milk societies from the 

districts belonging to Thriuvananthapuram re-

gion will start farming. Seeds purchased from 

Indian Institute of Horticultural Research will be 

supplied to the farmer groups. 
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Kakasaheb Chitale of Chitale Dairy Farms passes away at 78 
Feb 09, 2020 16:07 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/pune-news/kakasaheb-chitale-of-chitale-dairy-farms-passes-away-at-78/story-

S5NQPQRZkGx4NLiF7OY3TL.html 

 
gro-industrialist Dattatraya Bhaskar 

Chitale, alias Kakasaheb, the patriarch 

of Chitale Dairy Farms, passed away at 

Miraj, Sangli, on Saturday. He was 78 years old. 

Chitale is survived by his wife Sunita, sons Girish 

and Makarand, daughter Veena Sahasrab-

uddhe, family members and relatives. 

“He was admitted to a private hospital follow-

ing complaints of chest pain on Friday and was 

undergoing treatment,” said Indraneel Chitale, 

his grandson. 

“We are all shocked by the sudden demise of 

Kakasaheb. He was doing fine till Saturday even-

ing and this was unexpected. Two weeks ago, 

he was enjoying celebrations at a family wed-

ding. We are all coming to terms with the loss 

and it will take some time to sink in. His work 

ethic and social involvement at the village and 

farmer levels was inspirational,” added In-

draneel.  

The 81-year-old Chitale Dairy, which Kakasaheb 

Chitale spearheaded for several decades, is 

ranked among the oldest and most reputed 

farm products institutions in the country. 

The company was launched in the family 

home’s backyard in Bhilawadi (Sangli) village in 

1939 by his father, the late Bhaskar Ganesh 

alias Babasaheb Chitale, and after his demise, 

Kakasaheb took over the reins and built it into a 

globally-recognised household brand after com-

pleting his bachelor’s in mechanical engineer-

ing. 

From its ultra-modern plants that deploy ‘cloud 

technology’, the dairy farm produces around 

3,00,000 litres of milk everyday which supports 

more than 50,000 farmers and looks after 

2,00,000 cows and buffaloes.The milk is sold all 

over the state, besides the entire range of dairy 

products like butter, paneer (cottage cheese), 

cheese, ghee, khoya, shrikhand, lassi, milk pow-

der, bakarwadi under the Chitale brand. Besides 

the family’s agro-businesses, Kakasaheb was 

deeply involved in a variety of social, cultural, 

educational, community and public welfare ac-

tivities around Maharashtra. 

Kakasaheb also overlooked the proceedings of 

Giants Welfare Foundation as an interim com-

mittee member as well as ex-president of the 

association.  

He has also worked as President of Bhilwadi 

Public Library, Trustee of Bhilawdi Education Or-

ganisation, Mata Baalnsangopan Kendra, Vive-

kanand Eye Clinic, various other social, educa-

tional, healthcare and has done commendable 

work with various pharma organisations. His 

passing away has created a huge vacuum in Ma-

harashtrian Diary Industry and whole of Bhil-

wadi. 

Maharashtra chief minister Uddhav Thackeray, 

Nationalist Congress Party MP Supriya Sule, 

state Congress President and revenue minister 

Balasaheb Thorat, Bharatiya Janata Party Leader 

of Opposition Devendra Fadnavis and others 

have expressed grief over the death of Chitale 

and lauded his contributions to the develop-

ment of the state agro-industry sector. 

 

 

 

A 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/pune-news/kakasaheb-chitale-of-chitale-dairy-farms-passes-away-at-78/story-S5NQPQRZkGx4NLiF7OY3TL.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/pune-news/kakasaheb-chitale-of-chitale-dairy-farms-passes-away-at-78/story-S5NQPQRZkGx4NLiF7OY3TL.html


After gloom, Gujarat is milking its cows again 
Feb 9, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/after-gloom-gujarat-is-milking-its-cows-again/arti-

cleshow/74035772.cms 

or two consecutive years, the dairy co-

operatives of Gujarat had witnessed an 

unprecedented glut of milk. It was for 

the first time in the history of Gujarat, the cra-

dle of India’s White Revolution, that procure-

ment price paid to farmers had plummeted by 

10-15% in 2017-18 and 2018-19. This was hap-

pening in a state which prides itself for paying 

the highest procurement price to dairy farmers. 

 
But improvement in domestic skimmed milk 

powder (SMP) prices coupled with increase in 

demand for dairy products has once again put 

the dairy co-operatives on a growth trajectory. 

"The final price which farmers in Gujarat got for 

milk fat last year was Rs 690 per kg. This year, 

this price is likely to be 10 to 15 % more," said a 

top official of the Gujarat Co-operative Milk 

Marketing Federation (GCMMF) – the apex 

body of all the milk co-operatives of Gujarat 

that markets dairy products under the brand 

Amul. 

The SMP price in India had crashed to Rs 150-

160 per kg in 2018-19 which has currently re-

covered to Rs 325 per kg. 

This financial year, GCMMF, which has now 

turned into an 18-member milk co-operatives 

body, is expecting to touch the Rs 40,000 crore 

mark, a 20% growth compared to Rs 33,000 

crore annual turnover mark, which it had 

clocked in the last financial year. 

‘Taste of India’ had got a billion-dollar tag in 

2007 when the home-grown dairy giant had be-

come the country’s largest food business by 

clocking Rs 4,300 crore turnover. 

GCMMF’s managing director R S Sodhi is pre-

dicting that within the next five years (by 2025), 

Amul will be a Rs 1 lakh crore enterprise. 

"For this, we (GCMMF) and our member unions 

will be adding capacity to process 120 lakh litres 

per day (LLPD) of milk taking up our total milk 

processing capacity to 500 LLPD with nearly Rs 

5,000 crore fresh investment," Sodhi told TOI. 

Last year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 

urged the home-grown dairy giant to emerge as 

one of the world’s top three milk processors by 

2022. 

Plan Of New Dairies Milk cooperatives of Guja-

rat have already left footprints across the coun-

try – be it Manesar in Haryana or Kolkata in 

West Bengal. GCMMF and its member milk co-

operatives currently run 84 dairy processing 

plants inside and outside Gujarat. And all of 

them are currently on expansion mode. 
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"Projects are being planned for setting up dair-

ies at Pune, Kolkata, Punjab, eastern and west-

ern Uttar Pradesh, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh by 

our member unions in addition to expansion 

projects for milk and milk products at the dairy 

plants within Gujarat," a top official of GCMMF 

said. 

Liquid milk still brings in nearly 92% of the reve-

nue. "But growth is also coming from newer 

segments. We believe that the segments which 

are witnessing 2% growth will see 10% growth 

in the next five years," said Sodhi. 

Worst fears gone 

In October last year, millions of farmers in Guja-

rat, had faced their worst fears. As government 

was in final stages of the proposed Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), 

women milk producers from Gujarat had sent 

15 lakh postcards urging Prime Minister (PM) 

Narendra Modi’s intervention. RCEP, proposed 

free-trade agreement (FTA) between ten mem-

ber states of the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) and its six FTA partners – 

China, India, Japan, South Korea, Australia and 

New Zealand, would have meant dumping of 

foreign surplus milk in India impacting domestic 

milk prices. Itwould have proven suicidal for In-

dia’s dairy sector, both Amul and the National 

Dairy Development Board (NDDB) – had said. In 

November, much to the relief of farmers, the 

PM announced India is pulling out from RCEP. 

TRQ abolished, BCD now at 40% 

A big relief for dairy cooperatives in Gujarat has 

come in the form of the Centre’s Budget an-

nouncement to abolish tariff rate quota (TRQ) 

and restoring basic customs duty (BCD) on im-

ported dairy products from 30% to 40%. "Devel-

oped countries will no longer be able to dump 

their surplus milke and dairy products at cheap 

rates in India," said a field expert. 

 

Move to boost milk production 
Updated 9.02.20, 1:04 AM 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/move-to-boost-milk-production-in-assam/cid/1743499 

 
he Sivasagar district administration has 

taken up an ambitious project to boost 

the milk sector. 

Apart from making the district self-sufficient in 

supply of milk, the administration is also trying 

to export milk to other parts of the state. It has 

embarked on mitigating the problems faced by 

the district’s milk producers and elevating the 

quality of milk production under its mission, 

Soulful Sivasagar. 

Deputy commissioner M.S. Lakshmi Priya, while 

inaugurating the project at a meeting here, said 

milk would be procured from the producers and 

stored and hygienically packaged by a co-opera-

tive society for retail selling. She said the dairy 

development department will provide cold stor-

age facility to the cooperative society. 

“The centre will also make arrangements for 

production and sale of other milk products like 

curd, lassi and sweets,” she said, adding that 

special care would be taken to maintain the 

standard of milk and milk products for the 

health and hygiene of the consumers. 

The products will be sold under the brand name 

Lakhimi. “To efficiently coordinate the whole af-

fair, a milk cooperative society will be formed 

soon in the district, the preliminary work for 

which has already started,” she said. 

The director of dairy development department 

of the Assam government, Utpal Sarma, gave a 

brief overview on the status of dairy production 

in the district. 
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The meeting also discussed the problems of 

dairy farmers. 

 

Keep agri, dairy products out of trade deal with U.S., govt. told 
FEBRUARY 08, 2020 20:50 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/keep-agri-dairy-products-out-of-trade-deal-with-us-govt-told/arti-

cle30771606.ece 

armers groups and lobbies, which suc-

cessfully protested the agricultural and 

dairy free trade provisions of the Re-

gional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP) leading to India pulling out of those 

talks, are now urging the Centre to ensure that 

agricultural products stay out of the ongoing 

Indo-U.S. trade negotiations as well. 

Reports suggest that with U.S. President Donald 

Trump set to visit India later this month, 

Amercian negotiators are pushing hard for the 

removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers to facili-

tate access to the Indian market for major crops 

including corn, cotton, soybean, wheat and 

nuts. The U.S. is also keen on reaching a deal to 

open up the Indian dairy market, which had 

been hindered by the fact that the U.S. cattle 

feed often includes non-vegetarian elements. 

Indian farm lobbies worry that this could have a 

disastrous impact on domestic farmers, already 

facing a struggle to get remunerative prices for 

their produce. 

 

Stray cattle menace: UP Cong seeks formation of 'Kisan Aayog' for farmers' welfare 

Feb 08, 2020 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/stray-cattle-menace-up-cong-seeks-formation-

of-kisan-aayog-for-farmers-welfare/articleshow/74029510.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Cam-

paign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral 

he Uttar Pradesh Congress on Saturday 

asked the Yogi Adityanath government 

to set up a 'Kisan Aayog' for the welfare 

of farmers whose crops are destroyed by stray 

cattle. In a statement issued here, state Con-

gress chief Ajay Kumar Lallu said gaushalas (cow 

shelters) existed only on paper and the BJP gov-

ernment was doing nothing for the betterment 

of farmers. 

Owing to destruction of crops by stray animals, 

nearly a dozen farmers have committed suicide 

in the last one-and-a-half months in the state. 

However, the state government has been una-

ble to provide any help to the farmers," Lallu 

said. 

The government should pay compensation to 

the farmers for the damage to their crops 

caused by stray animals in the last three years," 

he added. 

Terming it as the "biggest problem" that the 

state is facing, Lallu demanded that a Kisan 

Aayog (farmers' commission) must be formed at 

the earliest to provide relief to the farmers. 

Rejecting the claims made by the Congress, UP 

BJP media co-convenor Navin Srivastava, said, 

"The National Commission on Farmers (NCF) 

was constituted on November 18, 2004 under 

the chairmanship of Professor M S Swamina-

than, but they (Congress) never bothered to im-

plement it." 

"The BJP under the leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi implemented the recommenda-

tions and raised the MSP of certain crops to 1.5 

times," he added. 

Hence, the Congress must introspect before lev-

elling allegations against the BJP, Srivastava 

said.
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Farmers stage protest over stray cattle menace 
FEBRUARY 08, 2020 01:37 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/farmers-stage-protest-over-stray-cattle-menace/arti-

cle30766828.ece 

nnoyed over persistent damage caused 

to their crops by stray cattle, several 

farmers having allegiance to the Bhara-

tiya Kisan Union (Lakhowal) on Friday staged a 

protest with stray cattle loaded on tractor trol-

leys as a part of their agitation in Punjab’s Farid-

kot. 

The farmers were adamant on releasing stray 

cattle on the Deputy Commissioner’s office 

premises. They were, however, stopped on the 

outskirts of the town and were pacified by the 

local authorities after talks. 

“We brought around 250 stray cattle to register 

our protest. Our aim was to send a message to 

the local administration about the grave prob-

lem of stray cattle. The local authorities have 

assured us of finding a solution soon,” said 

Gurvinder Singh, press secretary, BKU 

(Lakhowal). 

Mr. Singh said that even after repeated re-

quests made to the State government, the men-

ace of stray cattle continued to haunt them. 

“Stray cattle destroy our standing crops and 

have become a serious threat to human lives in 

several cases, but we are helpless. Be it sugar-

cane, wheat, potato or seasonal vegetables, 

stray cattle damage the crop in almost every 

season. The State government should take 

some concrete step to solve the problem other-

wise we will be forced to intensify our agita-

tion,” he said. 

Mr. Singh said that as a part of their Statewide 

agitation, farmers, under the banner of BKU 

(Lakhowal), will stage a similar “march with 

stray cattle'” towards the Deputy Commis-

sioner’s office in Jalandhar on February 18. “We 

will hold such protests in all the districts. Yester-

day, we had protested in Ludhiana,” he said. 

As the problem of stray animals continues una-

bated, principal Opposition in the State, Aam 

Aadmi Party (AAP) and Shiromani Akali Dal, 

have time and again accused the government of 

“completely failing” to protect the life and 

property of people here. 

AAP senior leader Harpal Singh Cheema re-

cently alleged that while the government col-

lected “cow cess” and other taxes in the name 

of taking care of stray animals, nothing concrete 

was being done to tackle the menace. The Akali 

Dal had demanded development of stray cattle 

pounds, free power to gaushalas on the pattern 

of the previous SAD-BJP government and judi-

cial use of “cow cess” to tackle the issue of cat-

tle menace. 

 

FDA seizes milk products worth Rs 24 lakh in Pune 
Feb 8, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/pune/fda-seizes-milk-products-worth-rs-24l/articleshow/74016140.cms 

IMPRI CHINCHWAD: Food and Drug Ad-

ministration officials seized milk prod-

ucts worth Rs 24.63 lakh on the suspicion 

of adulteration from a cold storage unit in 

Budhwar Peth on Thursday. 

Suresh Deshmukh, joint commissioner, FDA, 

Pune division, said, “A total of 39 businessmen 

from Pune city and surrounding areas had pur-

chased 7,519kg of paneer worth Rs 15.49 lakh 

from Karnataka, which was stored at a cold 

storage unit in Budhwar Peth. It was to be 

transported to the dairies of the businessmen 

according to their orders. Another six business-

men had purchased 4,754kg of ‘khava’ worth Rs 

9.14 lakh from different parts of the state, 

which was also stored at the same cold stor-

age.” 
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He said the FDA officials raided the cold storage 

after a tip-off stating that the milk products 

stored there were adulterated or of inferior 

quality. “Accordingly, we raided the cold stor-

age and seized the products, Samples have 

been sent to the FDA laboratory in Pune for 

analysis,” Deshmukh said. 

“Instead of preparing ‘khava’ from milk, some 

people use skimmed milk powder, sugar and 

dalda- hydrogenated vegetable oil as it is 

cheaper. The laboratory report is expected in 14 

days. Appropriate action will be taken upon re-

ceiving the report,” said Deshmukh. 

 

एसएमपी कीमत बढ़ोतरी पर निजी और सहकारी डेयरी में टकराव 
February 07, 2020 

https://hindi.business-standard.com/storypage.php?autono=166396 

म्ड नमल्क पाउडर (एसएमपी) की 

कीमत़ो ंमें भारी बढ़ोतरी के कारण 

निजी और सहकारी डेयररय़ो ंके बीच 

टकराव पैदा ह़ो गया है। वैवानहक 

सीजि की मांग में अचािक बढ़ोतरी और नपछले साल 

प्रनतकूल मौसम के चलते एसएमपी के उत्पादि में 

नगरावट के कारण इसकी नकल्लत पैदा हुई है। निजी 

डेयररय़ो ंिे आइसक्रीम नवनिमााताओ ंऔर 

कने्फक्शिऱो ं(नबसु्कट एवं चॉकलेट नवनिमााता) समेत 

थ़ोक ग्राहक़ो ंकी इस मांग का समथाि नकया है नक 

शून्य शुल्क पर 50,000 टि एसएमपी के आयात क़ो 

मंजूरी दी जाए। लेनकि सहकारी डेयररय़ो ंिे इस 

प्रस्ताव का नवऱोध नकया है। उिका कहिा है नक 

इसका नकसाि़ो ंपर िकारात्मक असर पडेगा।  

दरअसल भारतीय उद्य़ोग पररसंघ (सीआईआई) िे 

सरकार के समक्ष एसएमपी के आयात क़ो मंजूरी देिे 

का प्रस्ताव रखा है। इस समय एसएमपी के दाम 310 

से 320 रुपये प्रनत नकल़ोग्राम हैं। इिमें नपछले एक 

महीिे के दौराि 15 फीसदी बढ़ोतरी हुई है और ये एक 

साल पहले की तुलिा में द़ोगुिे ह़ो गए हैं। किााटक 

सहकारी दुग्ध उत्पाद संघ (केएमएफ) के प्रबंध 

निदेशक बी सी सतीश िे कहा, 'एसएमपी के दाम 

अपिे अब तक के सवोच्च स्तर के आसपास बिे हुए 

हैं, इसनलए इसकी कीमत़ो ंमें आगे और बढ़ोतरी की 

गंुजाइश िही ंहै। मौजूदा स्तऱो ंसे दाम और बढऩे पर 

ग्राहक तरल दूध और अन्य नवकल़्ो ंका उपय़ोग शुरू 

करें गे। इस तरह हाल की कीमत बढ़ोतरी अस्थायी है। 

एसएमपी की कीमत़ो ंमें नगरावट शुरू ह़ोगी और ये 

अगले एक महीिे में स्स्थर ह़ो जाएंगी।' केएमएफ 

भारत का दूसरा सबसे बडा डेयरी संघ है, ज़ो ऱोजािा 

86 लाख लीटर तरल दूध का प्रबंधि करता है और 

िंनदिी ब्ांड के डेयरी उत्पाद़ो ंकी नबक्री करता है।   

सूत़्ो ंिे कहा नक वानणज्य मंत्ालय िे नपछले महीिे की 

शुरुआत में उद्य़ोग से जुडे ल़ोग़ो ंकी बैठक बुलाई थी 

तानक कीमत़ो ंमें बढ़ोतरी की वजह़ो ंका पता लगाया 

जा सके और िीनतगत दखल की रणिीनत बिाई जा 

सके। देश की सबसे बडी सहकारी डेयरी गुजरात 

सहकारी दुग्ध नवपणि संघ  (जीसीएमएमएफ) के 

प्रबंध निदेशक आर एस स़ोढी िे कहा, 'हम दुग्ध 

उत्पादक़ो ंकी आमदिी घटािे के सीआईआई के 

नकसाि नवऱोधी कदम का नवऱोध कर रहे हैं, नजसिे 

शून्य शुल्क पर ससे्त एसएमपी आयात की नसफाररश 

की है। निजी डेयररय़ो ंऔर आइसक्रीम नवनिमााताओ ं

द्वारा देश में दूध की नकल्लत की ज़ो नचंताएं व्यक्त की 

जा रही हैं, वे पूरी तरह खुद के लाभ से पे्रररत हैं। वे 

सस्ता कच्चा माल हानसल करिा चाहते हैं। यह 

नकसाि़ो ंऔर उपभ़ोक्ताओ ंके नहत में िही ंहै।' 

जीसीएमएमएफ अमूल ब्ांड के दूध और अन्य उत्पाद़ो ं

का उत्पादि करती है।  

हालांनक नवशेषज़्ो ंका माििा है नक डेयरी कंपनिय़ो ं

द्वारा नदसंबर में दूध के दाम द़ो रुपये प्रनत लीटर बढए 

जािे से एसएमपी की कीमत़ो ंमें अचािक बढ़ोतरी हुई 

है। इसके अलावा देश के पनिमी और दनक्षणी नहस़्ो ं

में चारा अत्यनधक महंगा ह़ो गया है, नजसकी वजह 

नपछले साल महाराष्ट्र  और किााटक भारी बाढ जैसी 

प्रनतकूल मौसम है। इसके अलावा नपछले साल बाढ में 

लाख़ो ंपशु बह जािे से दूध की आपूनता प्रभानवत हुई है। 

सतीश िे कहा, 'एसएमपी के आयात क़ो मंजूरी देिे से 

नकसाि़ो ंकी आमदिी घटेगी, नजससे 2022 तक 

नकसाि़ो ंकी आय द़ोगुिी करिे का प्रधािमंत्ी का लक्ष्य 

स्कि 
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भी दूर ह़ो जाएगा। यह खाद्य तेल़ो ंमें भारत की गलती 

का द़ोहराव ह़ोगा।' उऩ्ोिें कहा नक तीि दशक पहले 

भारत खाद्य तेल़ो ंमें आत्मनिभार था। आज भारत में 

खाद्य तेल की 65 फीसदी मांग आयात से पूरी ह़ो रही 

है। इसकी वजह िीनतगत दखल ही थी।  एक निजी 

डेयरी के अनधकारी िे कहा, 'सहकारी डेयररयां केवल 

नकसाि़ो ंके नलए काम कर रही हैं। लेनकि निजी 

डेयररयां उपभ़ोक्ताओ ंक़ो लेकर भी नफक्रमंद हैं। 

इसनलए आयात से निनित रूप से उपभ़ोक्ताओ ंक़ो 

लाभ नमलेगा।' 

 

Labelling regulations: FSSAI goes for nutrient threshold study 
February 07, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/labelling-regulations-fssai-goes-for-nutrient-threshold-study/ar-
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he Food Safety and Standards Authority 

of India (FSSAI), which is in the process 

of overhauling the labelling regulations 

for packaged food products, has begun a nutri-

ent threshold study to assess the current mar-

ket scenario. 

The draft regulations propose colour-coded la-

belling to enable consumers to identify prod-

ucts that are high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) 

products. 

The draft regulations had proposed certain 

thresholds and packaged products display red-

color coding if levels of saturated fat, salt and 

sugar are higher than the prescribed threshold 

levels. However, industry had called these nutri-

ent thresholds “impractical”, and had raised 

concerns that if implemented in the current 

form, would require majority of products to dis-

play red-colour coding on their labels. 

The industry associations in their submission 

said that stringent thresholds will have an ad-

verse impact on product quality and may lead 

to loss of consumer preference. Minister for 

State for Health and Family Welfare Ashwani 

Kumar Choubey informed the Lok Sabha in a 

written reply on Friday, “The FSSAI has notified 

draft Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and 

Display) Regulations, 2019, on June 25, 2019 for 

inviting public comments. Around 900 com-

ments were received. In addition, industry asso-

ciations also raised concerns on the specified 

thresholds of salt, sugar and fat and requested 

to contextualise thresholds based on Indian sce-

nario.” 

He added that the Ministry of Food Processing 

has also urged the FSSAI to constitute a working 

group to review the thresholds. 

“The Scientific Panel concerned deliberated 

upon the comments and recommended to con-

stitute a Working Group and to initiate a study 

to obtain market-validated, category-wise base-

line data for reviewing the thresholds. Accord-

ingly, as per the Scientific Panel’s recommenda-

tion, the FSSAI has initiated a nutrient threshold 

study to assess the current Indian market sce-

nario,” the Minister stated in his reply. 

Revised ‘honey’ standards 

In a separate reply to a query raised whether 

reduction in pollen count from 25,000 to 5,000 

in the revised standards for Indian honey is dis-

incentivising honeygrowers, the Minister said, 

“The FSSAI informed that revision in pollen 

count requirement has been made based on the 

inputs received from the experts from the In-

dian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) and 

the Central Bee Research and Training Institute 

(CBRTI), representing the true picture of pollen 

count in Indian honey.” 
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ce cream brand to offer its products across 

2,000 outlets 
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Ice cream brand Dairy Day has forayed into the 

Andhra Pradesh market, with its products avail-

able across 2,000 outlets in most of the dis-

tricts. 

The company currently has extensive presence 

in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra and 

has entered Andhra Pradesh as part of its ex-

pansion. 

Expansion across India 

The company has invested ₹80 crore over the 

last two years in capacity expansion as it ex-

tends its footprint across the country. 

Currently, Dairy Day has two manufacturing 

units in Karnataka, spread over 2 lakh sq ft, with 

a capacity of 1.4 lakh litres a day. 

MN Jaganath, Co-Founder, Dairy Day, said, “the 

expansion into Andhra Pradesh is an important 

step for Dairy Day as we work towards estab-

lishing a pan India presence. The State has a vi-

brant and growing market, with immense po-

tential for the FMCG sector. India currently is 

the fastest growing ice cream market in the 

world, at 13-14 per cent CAGR. 

“The industry is expected to touch ₹30,000 

crore over the next five years. We at Dairy Day 

believe in providing value for money products 

that appeal to young and old alike,” he said. 

Dairy Day, which offers a variety of cups, cones, 

sticks, tubs and other novelties, manufactures 

and supplies approximately 150 products in 

over 30 flavours. It offers market favourites 

such as vanilla, strawberry, chocolate, pista, 

butterscotch and mango, among others, along 

with its own unique flavours such as Paan Twist, 

Rajbhog, Gulab Jamun, Gajar Halwa, Rose Kulfi, 

Ice-cream Cake and Ice-cream Sandwich. 

 

Today is the last day to apply in ICL Organic Dairy Product IPO 
February 7, 2020 3:11 pm 

https://www.thestatesman.com/business/today-last-day-apply-icl-organic-dairy-product-ipo-1502853867.html 

oday is the last day to invest in the 

Noida-based SME IPO, ICL Organic Dairy 

Product. The company had extended its 

IPO period till February 7. 

The SME IPO was oversubscribed by 2.25 times 

till Wednesday. It had received bids for 

46,08,000 shares against the total issue size of 

20,40,000 shares as per the BSE data. 

Reports suggested that the IPO period is ex-

tended because a lot of investors were not able 

to apply to the issue due to last month’s bank-

ing strike, which was held on January 31. 

With this IPO, the company aims to raise Rs 

4.08 crore via 20,40,000 shares as per the BSE 

data. These scrips will be issued at Rs. 20 per 

share. Following the IPO, the firm is listed on 

the SME Platform of BSE Limited and is among 

the first Start-ups in FMCG Sector to be listed 

on the platform. 
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Irked over menace, farmers take stray cattle to Ludhiana 
Feb 07, 2020 06:54 AM (IST) 
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n attempt by farmers to take a herd of 

stray cattle to the district administra-

tive complex to highlight the failure of 

the government to tackle the menace was 

foiled by the police on Thursday. 

The farmers, who were bringing stray cattle into 

the city, were stopped near Vardhman Mill on 

the Samrala-Chandigarh road. The farmers, led 

by activists of the Bharti Kisan Union (BKU), 

Lakhowa, were demanding that either the gov-

ernment provided proper care to stray cattle for 

which cow cess was being collected from peo-

ple or transfer the cess to the BKU so that the 

menace could be effectively tackled and farm-

ers could be saved from massive crop losses. 

Addressing the protesters, BKU president Ajmer 

Singh Lakhowal said the problem of stray cattle 

and dogs had assumed alarming proportions in 

the last five years but successive governments 

had been taking the issue lightly. On the other 

hand, stray cattle were not only causing im-

mense crop losses but were also leading to road 

accidents. 

BKU general secretary Harinder Singh Lakhowal, 

Avtar Singh Mehlon and other speakers sug-

gested that the government should set up a 

network of slaughter houses in the state and 

commence export of meat to address the prob-

lem. 

Traffic on the Ludhiana-Chandigarh road re-

mained disrupted for well over three hours 

when farmers herded a large number of stray 

cattle from Kohara towards Ludhiana city. The 

SDM, who was at the spot, received a memo-

randum from the BKU leaders. The police 

loaded the cattle in trucks to leave them away 

from the city 

FDA Pune seize adulterated dairy products worth Rs 24 lakh 
Feb 07, 2020 17:16 IST 
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he Pune division of Food and Drugs Ad-

ministration (FDA), seized dairy prod-

ucts worth Rs 24.54 lakh after they were 

found adulterated during the preliminary survey 

that was conducted on Wednesday. 

The dairy products, including paneer (cottage 

cheese) and khoya (thickened milk), were 

seized after complaints of adulteration were 

conveyed to the FDA by the consumers. 

According to officials, the seized products were 

found at a storage unit in Budhwar peth near 

Dagdusheth temple. 

Suresh Dekshmukh, joint commissioner FDA, 

Pune region said, “We carried out a raid on 

Wednesday morning which went on through 

the day. We seized the products and found that 
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they were adulterated. Preliminary inspection 

clearly indicates that it is mixed with other ma-

terials and more tests will now be conducted. 

Deshmukh also said that these products usually 

come from Karnataka, are stored in storage 

units and are further distributed to sweet shops 

and hotels. 

The seized products include 38 samples of 

paneer which weigh about 1,145kg and cost Rs 

15.38 lakh; and six samples of khoya which 

weigh 4,580kg which cost Rs 9.16 lakh. 

Another senior official requesting anonymity 

said, “The seized products have now been kept 

in the freezer. The products were seized on sus-

picion of adulterations and only further tests 

can conclusively prove that what adulteration 

has been done.” 

 

Dairy sector hopes to attract Rs 60,000 cr, create 10 mn jobs over 5 years 
February 6, 2020 01:12 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/dairy-sector-hopes-to-attract-rs-60-000-cr-create-10-mn-

jobs-over-5-years-120020600048_1.html 

 
he country’s dairy sector hopes to see 

up to Rs 60,000 crore of new investment 

and creation of 10 million jobs in five 

years, in the wake of the Union Budget pro-

posals. 

The finance minister had announced a target of 

doubling the annual milk processing capacity to 

106 million tonnes, from the existing 53 million 

tonnes (or from 140 million litres a day to 300 

million) in five years. 

“To process this massive capacity, the industry 

requires between Rs 20 and 40 crore invest-

ment for every 100,000 litres of processing. 

Thus, the sector would attract a fresh invest-

ment of at least Rs 60,000 crore. As every 

100,000 litres of milk production creates 6,000 

new jobs, the sector will see 10 million new jobs 

by 2025,” said R S Sodhi, managing director, Gu-

jarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, 

holder of the Amul brand. 
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The Karnataka Milk Federation (‘Nandini’ brand) 

has begun examining the potential for a pro-

cessing unit in the Mumbai area, setting aside 

Rs 200 crore for the proposed expansion. “We 

recently launched the Nandini brand of cheese 

to institutional buyers like hotels, restaurants 

and other bulk consumers in Maharashtra. We 

have started looking for sites near Mumbai (for 

a milk processing unit) to support supply of our 

Nandini brand, of milk and processed products, 

from local sources. Currently, we supply milk 

and its derivatives from Karnataka to consum-

ers in Maharashtra,” said B C Sateesh, managing 

director. 

The Centre has also proposed the setting up of 

a national cold supply chain for perishables and 

to eliminate foot and mouth disease in cattle. 

Coverage of artificial insemination is proposed 

to be increased from the present 30 per cent to 

70 per cent. Also, fodder farms and to link farm-

ing of grass to the rural employment guarantee 

scheme. “FMD reduces milk production capacity 

by at least 25 per cent in animals. So, eliminat-

ing it would automatically increase India’s milk 

production by 25 per cent,” said Devendra 

Shah, chairman, Parag Milk Foods. 

Also, we needs to focus on green fodder availa-

bility. The government grows green grass for 

use as fodder in advanced countries. In India, 

farmers, mostly small landholders, do animal 

husbandry only to the capacity of green grass 

growth in marginal land. Increase in grass avail-

ability would attract huge investment in the 

dairy sector,” said Devendra Shah, chairman, 

Parag Milk Foods (Go and Govardhan brands).
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nion Budget 2020 India: Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman, in her second 

budget, unveiled a 16-point action plan 

for boosting farmers’ income. The FM acknowl-

edged the need for substantial support and 

hand-holding for the farm-based activities, such 

as livestock and fisheries. For FY21, the govern-

ment has allocated Rs 3,289 crore for the ani-

mal husbandry & dairy sector—12% higher than 

allocation for the current fiscal. Livestock is one 

of the important sectors for generating employ-

ment, empowering the rural women and help-

ing augment farmers’ income. 

In recent years, milk and milk products have 

emerged as the largest agricultural commodity 

in terms of value in comparison to food grains. 

The central government’s allocation for the ani-

mal husbandry sector increased to Rs 1,073 

crore from Rs 433 crore during 2014-15 to 

2019-20. Moreover, budgetary allocation of 

dairy development also increased Rs 325 crore 

to Rs 663 crore in the same period. 

According to the Labour Market Information 

System (LMIS) Report on Dairy Sector 

(bit.ly/2GYSpO1), crop production generates 

employment in rural workforce for 90 to 120 

days in a year; on the other hand, the dairy sec-

tor plays a major role in providing alternative 

employment opportunities for them throughout 

the year. 

One of the measures announced by the finance 

minister was increasing the milk processing ca-

pacity from 53.5 million tonne (mmt) currently 

to 108 mmt by 2025. This step would help in 

achieving targets under the National Action 

Plan on Dairy Development of increasing organ-

ised milk handling by both cooperatives and pri-

vate sector by 20% and 30%, respectively, by 

2023-24, from the current level of 21%. 

This will have an impact on building of village-

level dairy infrastructure, increasing milk pro-

curement, manufacturing the milk products and 

enhancing marketing capacities. Besides, it also 

encourages the small, private and cooperative 

players to manufacture high quality value-

added dairy products as per international stand-

ards. RS Sodhi, managing director, Gujarat Co-

operative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), 

country’s biggest dairy cooperative has said that 

the move to enhance processing capacity will 

create 96 lakh jobs as it will get more invest-

ment in the dairy sector. 

Sitharaman announced increase in the coverage 

of artificial insemination in cattle from 30% to 

70%. The Nationwide Artificial Insemination 

Programme (NAIP) was launched by prime min-

ister Narendra Modi in September 2019, cover-

ing 600 chosen districts. The NAIP is a genetic 

upgradation program covering all breeds of bo-

vines to enhance the milk production using low-

cost breeding technology for improving genetic 

merit of milch animals with high quality seeds. 

Another critical measure announced by the fi-

nance minister includes use of Mahtma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MNREGS) for fodder farming. This is a step to-

wards ensuring that adequate green fodder is 

available throughout the year to the dairy farm-

ers. The availability of feed and fodder remains 

a major concern. There is a huge gap between 
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demand and supply of feed and fodder in the 

country. As per the estimates of Indian Council 

for Agricultural Research (ICAR) affiliated Na-

tional Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiol-

ogy, the deficit in the requirement and availabil-

ity of dry fodder, green fodder and concen-

trates during 2015 was to the extent of 21%, 

26%, and 34%, respectively, which is likely to in-

crease to 23%, 40%, and 38%, respectively, by 

2025. 

The elimination Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 

and Brucellosis of the animals by 2024 was also 

mentioned in the finance minister’s speech. A 

research paper ‘Foot and Mouth Disease: An In-

dian Prospective, 2017’ by Bhoj R Singh, princi-

pal scientist & head, division of epidemiology, 

Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar, 

UP, highlighted that India losses around Rs 

20,000 – Rs 22,000 crore annually from live-

stock sector. This would reduce the burden of 

health expenditure on animal in the farm 

households, increase milk productivity and en-

hances export potential of the livestock indus-

try. 

Last year, PM Modi had launched National Ani-

mal Disease Control Programme for eradicating 

the FMD and Brucellosis in the livestock. With 

an allocation of Rs 12,652 crore for a period of 

five years till 2024, the programme aims to vac-

cinate over 500 million livestock against the 

FMD. 

The proposal of Kissan Rail would reduce the 

transport cost of the milk. Six states—Uttar Pra-

desh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pra-

desh, Gujarat and Punjab—contributed close to 

60% of milk production nationally in 2018-19. 

This incentive will transport milk from milk-sur-

plus regions to milk-deficit regions. This will 

make milk available in the deficit regions at a 

lower cost. 

The proposal of reducing tax on cooperative so-

cieties from 30% to 22% will help Milk Coopera-

tive Society to enhance business activities. For 

example, large-scale dairy cooperatives like 

Amul and their value-added products including 

butter, ice cream and other dairy products, will 

compete with international brands like Nestle, 

Britannia, and Hindustan Unilever Limited. The 

increasing import duties from 30% to 40% on 

whey powder, butter, ghee, butter oil is ex-

pected to boost domestic production. 

The Budget measures are expected to bring in 

more investment into animal husbandry & dair-

ying sector which would help the government’s 

aim of achieving doubling farmers’ income by 

2022. Those budget measures also would sup-

port revival of the rural economy. 

 

Maha Govt sets up panel to suggest measures for rise in milk output, fair price to pro-

ducer 
February 6, 2020 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/mumbai/maha-govt-sets-up-panel-to-suggest-measures-for-rise-in-milk-output-

fair-price-to-producer 

umbai: Maharashtra government 

has set up a committee headed by 

the Dairy Development Commis-

sioner to suggest measures to further increase 

the milk production, provide fair price to milk 

producer and protect the interest of the milk 

producers from the cooperative and private 

sector. Further, the committee's task will in-

clude suggest road map for the sustainable de-

velopment of milk and milk processing sector in 

the state. 

The nine member committee comprises nine 

members from the cooperative and private sec-

tor, managing director of the Maharashtra State 
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Cooperative Milk Federation, joint commis-

sioner of Food and Drug Administration, execu-

tive director of National Cooperative Develop-

ment Federation of India and regional director 

of National Dairy Development Board. 

The state dairy development department joint 

secretary MA Gutte has issued notification on 

February 4. The committee is expected to ad-

vise the government periodically on the state of 

milk sector and hold meeting every after two 

months to take a review and provide update to 

the government. 

Dairy Development Department officer told 

FPJ,'' Maharashtra has a daily milk and milk pro-

cessing capacity of 2 crore litre of which 70 lakh 

litre is processed and cheese making. The cur-

rent situation of the dairy industry is not due to 

excessive rainfall in Maharashtra , but this is the 

effect of various climatic conditions in the last 

two years. This year's prolonged monsoon has 

washed out agri corps so there is shortage of 

green fodder. There is a turmoil in the dairy in-

dustry for all these different geographical / cli-

matic reasons. Restricted availability of green, 

nutritious feed and fodder has adverse effect 

non only on the availability of milk, its quality 

but also pregnancy and carving. If cows doesn’t 

get pregnant there is loss of entire season for 

farmers. 

''The officer recalled that two years ago the 

dairy farming was in full swing but priced 

dipped due to surplus production. However, 

due to drought, the animal health deteriorated 

for want of nutritional fodder. '' Overall effect 

of this, the lactation cycle was missed and the 

per cow yield was reduced by 12-15%,'' he said. 

Director of a leading private dairy hoped that 

the committee will study the global practices 

and suggest steps for awareness and education 

which will encourage farmers to keep more ani-

mals and increase the per cow yield. 

 

Indo-U.S. trade deal likely during Trump’s India visit 
FEBRUARY 05, 2020 09:28 IS 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/indo-us-trade-deal-likely-during-trumps-india-visit/arti-

cle30740008.ece 

 high-level logistics team from Wash-

ington handling Trump’s foreign trips 

visited India last week 

India and the U.S. are set to seal a trade deal 

during President Donald Trump’s planned visit 

to India in the last week of February, multiple 

sources said. 

Trade officials of India and the U.S. are giving fi-

nal touches to the deal expected to cover spe-

cific sectors, they said. 

Trump is set to visit India on a two-day trip be-

tween February 23 and 26. 

The main segment of the visit will take place in 

the national capital, though an option of having 

a short visit by Trump to another city is being 

explored. 

The cities being considered include Agra and 

Ahmedabad. 

A high-level logistics team from Washington 

handling Trump’s foreign trips visited India last 

week as part of preparations for his maiden 

tour of India as the U.S. president. 

“The trade deal and a pact on further enhancing 

defence cooperation are likely to be sealed dur-

ing the visit by the U.S. president,” said a 

source. 

India is seeking exemption from high duties im-

posed by the US on certain steel and aluminium 

products as well as resumption of benefits on 

tariff on certain products under their General-

ised System of Preferences. 

India is also pressing the U.S. to facilitate 

greater market access for its products in the 
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U.S. in sectors such as agriculture, automobile, 

auto components and engineering. 

On the other hand the U.S. wants greater mar-

ket access for its farm and manufacturing prod-

ucts, dairy items and medical devices in India. 

In 2018-19, India’s exports to the U.S. stood at 

$52.4 billion, while imports were $35.5 billion. 

Trade deficit dipped from $21.3 billion in 2017-

18 to $16.9 billion in 2018-19. 

India received FDI worth $3.13 billion from the 

U.S. in 2018-19, higher than $2 billion in 2017-

18. 

India had invited Trump to grace the Republic 

Day parade as the chief guest last year but the 

U.S. President could not come due to schedul-

ing issues. 

During his visit to the U.S. in September last 

year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had re-

minded Trump of his invitation to him to visit 

India along with his family 

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and De-

fence Minister Rajnath Singh during their visit 

to Washington last month conveyed to the U.S. 

side that India was waiting to host Trump. 

Trump will seek re-election in presidential polls 

scheduled to take place in November. 

 

Centre implementing dairy devpt schemes, states providing aid for storage 
Wednesday, 05 February, 2020, 15 : 00 PM [IST] 

http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/centre-implementing-dairy-devpt-schemes-states-providing-aid-for-storage-

54014 

he government of India is implementing 

dairy development schemes to provide 

facilities for storage and marketing of 

milk and milk products. Besides, the state gov-

ernments also provide financial assistance for 

storage and marketing of milk and milk prod-

ucts. 

This was stated in a press note issued by the 

Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying, Government of India, on Tuesday. 

The Department of Animal Husbandry and Dair-

ying (DAHD) is providing assistance to coopera-

tives for village level bulk milk coolers (BMCs), 

which are installed to cool and preserve milk. 

As on March 2019, BMC storage capacity at the 

village level and processing facilities at the dis-

trict/regional level available with the dairy co-

operatives in the country were 41,447 thousand 

litre and 88,274 thousand litre per day, respec-

tively. 

This department is implementing the following 

schemes for creation/strengthening infrastruc-

ture for collection, chilling, processing and mar-

keting of milk and milk products: 

(i) National Programme for Dairy Development 

(ii) National Dairy Plan-Phase I 

(iii) Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Devel-

opment Fund 

(iv) Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 

Scheme 

As per the 19th Livestock Census 2012, there 

were 190.90 million cattle in the country, 

owned by 65 million numbers of households. In 

a cooperative system, farmers owning milch 

cattle organise dairy cooperative societies (DCS) 

at the village level, where they pour milk. 

The milk so collected from a cluster of such DCS 

are stored and cooled in BMCs located at one of 

these DCS. DAHD provides assistance for BMCs 

to dairy cooperatives for installation at village 

level dairy cooperative societies to cool and 

preserve milk. 

In Rajasthan, as on December 2019, there were 

2,686 BMCs with installed capacity of 4,410 

thousand litre and 15,017 registered dairy coop-

erative societies, covering 8.20 lakh farmers. 

In the country, as on March 2019, there was an 

installed BMC capacity of 41,447 thousand litre, 

and 1.91 lakh dairy cooperative societies, cover-

ing 169.29 lakh farmer members. 

T 

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/Narendra_Modi/?utm=bodytag
http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/centre-implementing-dairy-devpt-schemes-states-providing-aid-for-storage-54014
http://www.fnbnews.com/Top-News/centre-implementing-dairy-devpt-schemes-states-providing-aid-for-storage-54014


This information was given in a written reply by 

Dr Sanjeev Kumar Balyan, minister of state for 

fisheries, animal husbandry and dairying in Lok 

Sabha on Wednesday. 

 

 

Milk prices to not go up any sooner, says Amul 
February 5, 2020 

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/milk-prices-to-shoot-up-soon-rs-4-5-per-litre-hike-on-cards-says-

amul/1855610/ 

s major dairy players had recently in-

creased the prices of milk, the same 

are not going to shoot up further soon, 

India's leading dairy player Amul said recently. 

As major dairy players had recently increased 

the prices of milk, the same are not going to 

shoot up further soon, India’s leading dairy 

player Amul said recently. Amul does not fore-

see any increase in MRP of milk products for 

consumers, CNBC TV-18 cited RS Sodhi, Manag-

ing Director, Amul, in follow-up to yesterday’s 

report. The dairy players hiked milk prices twice 

in the last three years and the same raised the 

incomes of milk farmers by 20-25% than what 

they earned in 2018, Amul chief said.  

Speaking on Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-

raman’s budget announcements, RS Sodhi said 

that there are “encouraging proposals” for the 

dairy industry in the Budget. FM announced 

that the government aims to double the milk 

processing amount of the country by 2025 from 

53.5 million metric tonnes to 108 million metric 

tonnes. This will require an investment of Rs 

40,000 to 50,000 crore, RS Sodhi said. The gov-

ernment also announced special projects for 

easy transportation of perishable items such as 

milk and said that the Ministry of Railways and 

Ministry of Civil Aviation will work to create 

Krishi Udaan and Kisan Rail for storage and 

transportation of farm produce. On the various 

announcements made in Budget 2020, RS Sodhi 

said that the government wants to Make in In-

dia and discourage cheap imports.  

The dairy industry has been one of the most vo-

cal voices of protectionism lately and is also 

seen as the chief naysayer to the RCEP deal and 

imports from countries which have high milk 

yield. Speaking on the dairy sector’s concerns 

with imports, RS Sodhi had earlier told Financial 

Express Online that “This will create a monopoly 

of foreign players. It will help multinationals and 

big corporations. India will become dependent 

on imports,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the dairy industry is also facing the 

headwinds of increased cattle fodder prices 

which have pushed the milk procurement price 

for the dairy industry. The same is now reflect-

ing onto the end consumer price which has 

been on an upward trend for sometime now. 

Players like Mother Dairy and Amul have al-

ready incorporated three price increases so far 

(Two hikes by Amul and three by Mother 

Dairy).  

Earlier yesterday, CNBC TV-18 had cited RS So-

dhi saying that the milk prices are expected to 

go up by Rs 4-5 per litre soon and milk products 

to increase by Rs 8-10 per kg. The news channel 

has since corrected the information. 
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Dairy owners reluctant to shift outside Karnal 
Feb 05, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/dairy-owners-reluctant-to-shift-outside-karnal-city/arti-

cleshow/73945889.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Campaign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral 

airy owners are reluctant to shift out-

side the city despite the Karnal munici-

pal corporation is providing them plots 

at lower rates. 

The Karnal MC has carved out 188 plots at Pingli 

village for relocating dairy owners. Only 48 per-

sons have come forward for the same. The au-

thorities have failed to implement relocation 

plan. Despite repeated reminders, the MC has 

failed to persuade dairy owners to move to 

Pingli village, which is 7 km from the city. 

Shifting of dairies from Karnal has been a long 

pending demand of the city residents. The pro-

ject was conceived around 17 years ago when 

Karnal was being managed by a municipal coun-

cil. Around 32-acre land was acquired in Pingli 

in 2002-03. 

In 2010, municipal corporation was set up in 

Karnal. Around Rs 5 crore has already been 

spent on the project by the Karnal MC for devel-

oping infrastructure, including roads, street-

lights, water and sewerage at Pingli village for 

relocating dairies. 

Karnal was included in the smart city project by 

the Union government on June 23, 2017, and 

the civic body had given a nod to shift dairies 

outside the city. 

The Karnal MC had invited applications for giv-

ing plots at Pingli, but the dairy owners raised 

questions over the process and the scheme had 

to be cancelled. 

After a long gap, the Karnal MC again initiated 

the process to shift dairies, but the progress is 

slow. 

Haryana chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar, 

who is the MLA from Karnal constituency, has 

asked the authorities to speed up the project. 

He had directed the officials to allot the plots to 

the dairy owners by January 8. However, the 

MC officials have not been able to conduct 

draw to allot the plots. 

One dairy owner said it was difficult to manage 

dairies outside the city as they had to depute 

permanent employees to look after the cattle. 

He said they would spend more to run the dair-

ies which would add to their burden so not 

many owners were interested in relocating out-

side the city. 

Sources said there were more than 200 dairies 

running in Karnal. As caretakers lack proper 

means to manage the dung, it is usually thrown 

into the drains resulting in clogging of sewerage 

after some time. 

“Dairy shifting project is important for the city. 

We had invited applications for allotting the 

plots. As many as 48 dairy owners have applied 

for 188 plots carved at Pingli. The last date is 

over. A notice will be served to the remaining 

dairy owners who did not apply for the plots. 

We hope to streamline the project soon,” said 

Dheeraj Kumar, deputy municipal commissioner 

of Karnal. 

Adulterated ghee seized 
FEBRUARY 05, 2020 00:43 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/adulterated-ghee-seized/article30737728.ece 

ood Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) officials seized 100 kg of 

adulterated ghee, made of palm oil and 

vanaspati, here on Tuesday. 

FSSAI’s designated officer K. Tamilselvan said 

Tuesday’s raid found eight persons producing 

adulterated ghee on Mariamman Kovil Street, 

Vinayagar Kovil Street and Ammainaikar Street 

on Sundakamuthur Road at Kuniyamuthur. 

Adulterated ghee in bottles was being sold even 

in places like Uzhavar Santhai, and fruit and 

vegetable markets, he said.
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Mongolia-India to implement joint dairy development program 
FEBRUARY 4, 2020 / 02:01 PM 

https://akipress.com/news:634191:Mongolia-India_to_implement_joint_dairy_development_program/ 

 
Minister of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry 

of Mongolia Ch.Ulaan received Ambassador of 

India to Mongolia M.P.Singh on February 3, 

Montsame reported. 

The sides exchanged views on implementation 

of a working plan, which was established during 

the Mongolian President’s visit to the country, 

between the Mongolian Ministry of Food, Agri-

culture and Light Industry and India’s Ministry 

of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying on 

Cooperation in veterinary hospital and dairy 

sectors as well as a project on Mongolia-India 

joint dairy development program that will be 

newly launched. 

Today India is the world’s largest milk producing 

nation with production of 175 million litres of 

milk per year and it takes up 21 percent of this 

field in the world market. The Indian Govern-

ment has been realizing ‘Operation Flood’, the 

world’s biggest dairy development program 

since 1970, coherently developing all the stages 

from rural small farmers to consumers in the 

cities and creating sustainable supply system. 

To introduce the practice in Mongolia, the sides 

came to a decision to collaborate and launch 

the project ‘Mongolia-India joint dairy develop-

ment program’ from April this year. 

In frames of the project, the Mongolian side will 

develop cooperation with organizations includ-

ing India’s National Dairy Development Board, 

Mujhkuwa dairy cooperative society and AMUL 

cooperatives to carry out activities in four main 

areas, namely development of institution, cli-

mate resilient product manufacturing, market-

ing, management and monitoring. 

 

SME IPO ICL Organic Dairy Products overall subscribed 2.25 times 

Feb 4, 2020 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/sme-ipo-icl-organic-dairy-products-overall-subscribed-

2-25-times/articleshow/73941439.cms?from=mdr 

EW DELHI: The SME initial public offer 

(IPO) by Noida-based ICL Organic Dairy 

Products got 2.25 times subscription 

on the last day of the bidding process on Tues-

day. 

The issue received bids for 46,08,000 shares 

against the total issue size of 20,40,000 units. 

The company intended to raise Rs 4.08 crore via 

fresh issue of 20,40,000 shares of the face value 

of Rs 10 each. The scrips will be issued at Rs 20 

per share. 

Founded in 2013, the dairy company operates 

in four states where procurement, processing, 

and packaging of milk and milk products are 

carried out. The company procures about 

11,40,000 litres of milk per day from over 

2,40,000 dairy farmers. ICL offers different 

types of milk in pouches such as full cream milk, 

toned milk, standardised milk, double toned 

milk and (ultrahigh temperature processed) 

UHT milk.

 

 

N 

https://akipress.com/news:634191:Mongolia-India_to_implement_joint_dairy_development_program/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/sme-ipo-icl-organic-dairy-products-overall-subscribed-2-25-times/articleshow/73941439.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/sme-ipo-icl-organic-dairy-products-overall-subscribed-2-25-times/articleshow/73941439.cms?from=mdr


Do not foresee any increase in MRP of milk: RS Sodhi, Managing Director, Amul 
Feb 04, 2020 05:18 PM IST 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/companies/expect-milk-prices-to-increase-by-rs-4-5-per-kg-rs-

sodhi-managing-director-amul-4904021.html 

 
etail prices of milk and milk products 

are unlikely to see an increase, accord-

ing to RS Sodhi, Managing Director, 

Amul. 

"In the near future, I do not foresee any in-

crease in the MRP or product prices to the con-

sumer. Price of milk went up by around Rs 4 per 

litre in the past three years, which is lower than 

3 percent while the cost of milk products, such 

as cheese and butter, has shot up 8-10 percent 

in the same period," Sodhi told CNBC-TV18. 

The Union Budget had encouraging proposals 

for the dairy sector, he added. 

The government intends to double 53.5 million 

metric tonnes to 108 million metric tonnes by 

2025. 

 

नबक्री के अभाव में दूध पाउडर में मंदा जारी 
03 February, 2020 12:44 AM 

https://news.ajitsamachar.com/news/130079.cms 

ई नदल्ली, 2 फरवरी (एजेंसी): गत सप्ताह 

चौतरफा ग्राहकी कमज़ोर ह़ोिे एवं सरकार 

की आयात िीनत की दहशत से कम्पनिय़ो ंिे 

दूध पाउडर के भाव 10 रुपए नकल़ो और 

घटा नदये। देशी घी में भी अंडर नबनलंग मंदे भाव पर 

ह़ोते सुिी गयी। जबनक खुले बाजार में कम्पनियां पुरािे 

भाव ब़ोल रही थी।ं बाजार में ररसेलर भाव घटाकर 

माल बेच रहे थे।आल़ोच्य सप्ताह नलस्िड दूध की 

आपूनता स्यािा, मेरठ, बुलंद शहर, गुलावठी, 

म़ोनहउद्दीिपुर, पािीपत, स़ोिीपत, कुरुके्षत्, कासगंज, 

बल्लभगढ एवं अलीगढ आनद उत्पादक प्ांट़ो ंमें 

नलस्िड दूध की आवक एक-सवा कऱोड लीटर दैनिक 

ह़ोिे लगी। 
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Private dairies await clarity on move to double milk processing capacity 
February 03, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/private-dairies-await-clarity-on-move-to-double-

milk-processing-capacity/article30726714.ece 

 
ven as Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-

raman announced in her Budget speech 

an aim to double the country’s milk pro-

cessing capacities by 2025, there remains some 

areas of concern for small and big private play-

ers in terms of policy support for building up ad-

ditional capacities. 

While the dairy sector was upbeat over the an-

nouncement to double the milk processing ca-

pacities from the current 53.5 million tonnes a 

day to 108 million tonnes by 2025, nervousness 

persisted over the uneven treatment given to 

cooperatives and corporate dairies in terms of 

incentives and support. 

‘No clarity on funding’ 

BusinessLine spoke to several mid and large pri-

vate dairy players, who hailed the government’s 

intention to strengthen the dairy economy, but 

were sceptical of the achieving that target with-

out government support. 

“The government plans to double processing 

capacities but there is no clarity on where the 

investments are going to come from. Is it from 

the cooperative dairies or private dairies? Is 

there going to be some help from the govern-

ment or infrastructure support to build new ca-

pacities? Will there be any incentives to encour-

age private investments in dairy? These ques-

tions remain unanswered,” said a diary sector 

source, requesting not to be named. 

The concerns are not unfounded. Last year, 

when skimmed milk powder (SMP) was over-

produced in the country, cooperative dairies, in-

cluding Amul, were “bailed out” with subsidy 

support to export the surplus SMP. The private 

dairies, who had no such subsidy support, had 

to bear the losses. 

‘Welcome resolve’ 

However, corporate dairy players have wel-

comed the overall thrust on the dairy ecosys-

tem. “The aim of 108 million tonnes (processing 

capacity), is possible in a country like India. The 

government’s resolve to earadicate the foot 

and mouth disease (FMD) and Brucellosis in cat-

tle is also in the right direction. But for the ca-

pacities to attract corporate investments, there 

should be a level playing field,” said veteran 

dairyman and Chairman of Hatsun Agro RG 

Chandramogan. 

Echoing similar sentiments, Devendra Shah, 

Chairman of Parag Milk Foods welcomed the 

government’s resolve for breed improvement 

by way of eradication of cattle diseases as well 

as increasing the coverage of artificial insemina-

tion from 30 per cent to 70 per cent. 

“It is a big deal to achieve these measures and it 

will improve India’s milk production signifi-

cantly. But at the same time, there is a need to 

support processing infrastructure through pri-

vate sector because they handle over half of In-

dia’s milk. The target of doubling the processing 

capacities can’t be achieved without a sustaina-

ble private sector,” Shah said. 

NDP-II 

Interestingly, the National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB), through the second phase of the 

National Dairy Plan (NDP-II) for the first time 

looks to cover (with some riders) the private 

dairies for assistance to set up processing facili-

ties under same terms and conditions as for co-

operatives. 

In his comments on the Union Budget, NDDB 

Chairman Dilip Rath said, “To build on the 

achievements of National Dairy Plan Phase I 
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(NDP I) and strengthen the entire dairy value 

chain, a second phase of National Dairy Plan 

(NDP II) will be implemented across the coun-

try, especially in less dairy developed areas, 

North-Eastern States, hilly regions and back-

ward districts. This project will strengthen pro-

curement, processing, marketing & ICT infra-

structure. Approval of this project needs to be 

expedited.” 

 

AMT Exemption to Boost Investment in Dairy Sector 
03 February 2020 

https://www.thecattlesite.com/news/54827/amt-exemption-to-boost-investment-in-dairy-sector/ 

 
NDIA - Proposed reduction of tax on coop-

erative societies to 22 percent plus sur-

charge and cess as well as exemption from 

Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) will help in-

crease investments in the dairy sector. The re-

lief to cooperatives has come at a time when 

milk processing capacity is being doubled in the 

country. 

The cooperative sector proposals will also lead 

to more creation of jobs and remunerative 

prices to farmers. Gujarat Cooperative Milk 

Marketing Federation, India's largest coopera-

tive that markets Amul brand, along with 18 dis-

trict level milk unions will be able to save Rs 15 

crore on account of the reduction in tax and 

AMT exemption. 

Cooperatives had demanded level playing field 

by seeking lower tax on the lines of reduced 

corporate tax offered to companies. "This dis-

crepancy has been eliminated. Farmers will now 

try to earn more profits from animal hus-

bandry," said R S Sodhi, managing director, 

GCMMF. 

Gujarat’s dairy cooperatives have 36 lakh farm-

ers as their members and they are currently 

paying nearly Rs 150 crore as taxes. Both 

GCMMF and the National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB) had demanded reduction in tax 

ahead of the budget. 

 

Budget promises better cattle care and cow breed: Minister for animal husbandry 

Feb 3, 2020 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/budget-promises-better-cattle-care-and-cow-

breed-minister-for-animal-husbandry/articleshow/73887497.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Cam-

paign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral 

EW DELHI: Finance minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman had announced on Satur-

day that the government was working 

on eliminating foot and mouth disease and bru-

cellosis among cattle and PPR (Peste des Petits 

Ruminants) among sheep and goat by 2025. The 

Union cabinet had approved ‘The National Ani-

mal Disease Control Programme’ for eliminating 

foot and mouth disease and brucellosis last 

May, with an outlay of Rs. 13,343.00 crore for 

five years (2019-24). 

An amount of Rs. 2,683.00 crore was proposed 

for 2019-20. However, as per this year’s budget, 

only Rs. 811 crore was spent in 2019-20. For 

2020-21, the government has allocated `1,300 

crore. 
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“Earlier, the scheme functioned with the sup-

port of both the central and state govern-

ments,” Sanjeev Balyan, minister of State for 

animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries told 

ET. “Now, the scheme would work faster.” 

To improve the breed of existing cows, the gov-

ernment announced increase in artificial insemi-

nation from the existing 30% to 70%. 

“Currently, we have selected a few villages in 

117 aspirational districts and are providing arti-

ficial insemination. Now, with more funds we 

would reach out to every village of the coun-

try.” 

Balyan added that to tackle the problem of 

stray cattle, sex sorted semen would be used on 

a large scale. “The government alone can’t do it. 

Some private players will have to come in and it 

has to be done on a PPP basis,” he said.

 

 

Food street certified by FSSAI at Hitec City 
Feb 3, 2020 
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/030220/food-street-certified-by-fssai-at-hitec-city.html 

yderabad: After Ahmedabad and 

Mumbai, Hyderabad will have a food 

street certified by the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) opposite 

Shilparamam near Hi-Tec City. 

The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation 

(GHMC) has recently completed a certification 

programme for street vendors on use of specific 

cooking oils, preparing vegetarian and non-veg-

etarian dishes at particular temperatures, and 

keeping the food items covered. 

Speaking to Deccan Chronicle, a corporation of-

ficial said even municipal administration and ur-

ban development minister K.T. Rama Rao has 

been impressed by a demonstration arranged 

by GHMC on hygienic street food. The minister 

wanted that food streets be located in all the 

zones of the corporation for the benefit of peo-

ple. 

Serilingampally zone is slated to have the city’s 

first green vending street food zone. The food 

street at Shilparamam will be located near the 

underpass since it would not interrupt the traf-

fic in the area and be pedestrian friendly. 

The initiative for having food streets had been 

taken following a study conducted by third 

party agency Ernst & Young (EY) LLP. 

When asked about the failure of implementing 

the street food vending policy in Hyderabad so 

far, the corporation official claimed that HMRL 

and traffic police have played spoilsport in this 

regard. While HMRL disturbed the location of 

vending zones, traffic police did not agree with 

remaining locations citing traffic issues. 

The GHMC official said the corporation has dis-

tributed identity cards to street food vendors so 

that people could check their authenticity. 
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Union budget 2020: Dairy and animal husbandry sectors again in focus 
February 02, 2020  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/union-budget-2020-dairy-and-animal-husbandry-

sectors-again-in-focus/article30718910.ece 

 
he dairy and animal husbandry sectors 

are again under focus in the Union 

budget with the Modi Government set-

ting the ambitious target of doubling milk pro-

cessing capacity to 108 million tonnes by 2025. 

Dairy giant such as Amul views the target as a 

window of opportunity for the dairying sectors 

and income enhancement for the farmers. 

R S Sodhi , MD of Amul, told BusinessLine that 

steps such as doubling milk production were 

also taken during Operation Flood, which had 

greatly helped the sector. A target-based pro-

gramme will attract more organized players in 

the milk sector and the farmers will get a better 

deal. Concerted efforts at eliminating animal 

diseases such as Foot and Mouth and Brucello-

sis will also increase milk production by 10 to 15 

per cent, 

Coverage of artificial insemination in cattle from 

30 to 70 per cent will also enhance animal 

breeds and further strengthen the income of 

the farmers. Using the MNREGS programme for 

developing fodder farms will increase the avail-

ability of green fodder in the villages, which will 

also add to the overall milk production, he said. 

He added that the budget is not just positive for 

dairying and animal husbandry but by adding 

duties on imported agriculture and food prod-

ucts, “the government is boosting Make in Rural 

India initiative” he said. 

CEO of Kanakdhara Agriculture Innovations, 

Jagadeesh Sunkad said that “strengthening of 

dairying and animal husbandry sector will in-

crease cattle population, resulting in higher pro-

duction of dung, which is one of the best 

sources of organic manure. Cattle dung will also 

enhance organic carbon in the soil, which is 

most essential for increasing the efficacy of fer-

tilizers,” he said. 

Sunkad, who has also been an agriculture con-

sultant to multilateral banks said that higher 

cattle heads will also stabilize farm incomes and 

keep the incomes in the villages, “The budget-

ary announcements are very good but the devil 

lies in the implementation of the programmes. 

That needs to well planned and executed ,” he 

said. 

He added that “just as farm and forest lands are 

protected, the grazing land in villages also need 

protection. Using the MNREGS programme for 

developing fodder farms will also protect these 

natural grasslands but also protect the environ-

ment.” 

Efforts on to develop dairy sector: TSDDCFL 
2nd Feb 2020  9:54 pm 

https://telanganatoday.com/efforts-on-to-develop-dairy-sector-tsddcfl 

irmal: Telangana State Dairy Develop-

ment Cooperative Federation Limited 

Chairman (TSDDCFL) Loka Bhuma 

Reddy on Sunday said the State government 

was taking a slew of measures to develop dairy 

sector in the newly created district. He formally 

inaugurated a milk chilling plant, erected at the 

cost of Rs 2.57 crore, here on Sunday. He was 

joined by municipal chairperson Gandrath 

Eshwar. 

Addressing a gathering, Bhuma Reddy claimed 

that the federation, which was reeling under 
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operational losses of Rs 140 crore during united 

Andra Pradesh, was now making profits, posting 

income of Rs 51 crore. The milk is being gath-

ered through 65 chilling centres across Tel-

angana including Adilabad, Nirmal, Bhainsa, Ut-

noor, Luxettipet and Kadem in erstwhile Adila-

bad district, he said. 

The chief of TSDDCFL also known as Vijaya 

Dairy, further said that the federation was pay-

ing Rs 4 per litre to the farmers and 2,617 

milching animals were distributed to eligible 

beneficiaries under cattle development scheme 

implemented by the government. He added 

that steps were being taken to encourage farm-

ers to venture into dairy sector by providing 

buffaloes and fodder at subsidised rates. 

Vijaya Dairy’s Nirmal district officers Devender, 

Srinivas and Krishna Nirmal municipal vice chair-

person Sajid, Nirmal mandal parishad president 

Rameshwar Reddy, TRS leaders N Indrakaran 

Reddy, Narayana Goud, councillors Venu, Nar-

sagoud, Matheen and many others were pre-

sent. 

 

Amul chief kisan rail welcome 
February 2, 2020 

https://www.thehansindia.com/business/nirmala-sitharaman-promises-more-steps-to-boost-growth-605086?in-

finitescroll=1 

hmedabad : The Gujarat Cooperative 

Milk Marketing Federation, which sells 

products under the Amul brand, has 

welcomed the budget proposals to launch a 

Kisan Rail, doubling of artificial insemination 

targets, and providing tax benefits for coopera-

tive societies which will lead to job creation and 

boost investment in the dairy sector. 

The Union budget has announced a plan to run 

a Kisan Rail to provide refrigerated coaches in 

trains. For the dairy sector, the budget has also 

announced plans to increase artificial insemina-

tion so that milk productivity increases. 

 

Cow dung chokes drains, 15 dairies challaned 
Yamunanagar, February 2 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/cow-dung-chokes-drains-15-dairies-challaned-35286 

he municipal corporation has issued 

challans to owners of 15 dairies for put-

ting cow dung in drains at dairy com-

plexes in Raipur and Darwa villages of Yamu-

nanagar district. 

According to information, a team headed by 

Anil Nain, Chief Sanitary Inspector, conducted a 

surprise check at Raipur and Darwa dairy com-

plexes on Friday morning and found that own-

ers of 15 dairies were releasing cow dung in 

drains. 

“Our team reached Darwa dairy complex on Fri-

day morning. We found four dairy owners re-

leasing cow dung in drains. We have issued 

challans to them,” said Nain. 

He said that after conducting checks at Darwa, 

the team reached Raipur dairy complex where 

they issued challans to 11 dairy owners for the 

same offence. 

“We have issued a warning to dairy owners that 

if they are found releasing cow dung in drains in 

the future, a fine of Rs 50 will be charged from 

them every day,” said Nain. 
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He said that the drains at the dairy complexes 

had been choked and dirty water had accumu-

lated on the streets there due to the release of 

cow dung by dairy owners. 

“The dirty water is producing foul smell in the 

complexes and has become a breeding place for 

mosquitoes. Only some persons are putting cow 

dung in drains, but all dairy owners of the com-

plexes are forced to face a number of problems 

due to their acts,” said Nain. 

 

Budget: Protection makes dairies happy 
Updated: February 2, 2020 9:47:41 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/business/budget/budget-protection-makes-dairies-happy-6246677/ 

 
inance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 

second Budget has received a thumbs-up 

from the dairy industry as well as coop-

eratives. The Budget has done away with the 

concessional basic customs duty of 15 per cent 

on imports of up to 10,000 tonnes of skimmed 

milk powder (SMP) in any financial year. That 

concession under the existing so-called tariff 

rate quota (TRQ) regime has been withdrawn 

and all imports will henceforth attract a uniform 

60 per cent duty. The latter rate was until now 

applicable only on imports beyond the TRQ limit 

of 10,000 tonnes. 

But it isn’t SMP alone. The Budget for 2020-21 

has also raised the basic customs duty on whey 

(anhydrous milk protein powder), cheese, but-

ter, butter oil and ghee from 30 per cent to 40 

per cent. “They have basically hiked the import 

duties on all dairy products to the maximum al-

lowable bound rates under the World Trade Or-

ganisation rules. This will help us pay better 

procurement prices to farmers,” a cooperative 

dairy industry official told The Indian Express. 

The increase in import duties, interestingly, 

comes at a time when there is pressure from 

ice-cream makers and even some private dairies 

to slash the import duty on SMP. Domestic SMP 

rates have more than doubled in the last one 

year to Rs 300-320 per kg, even as dairies are 

now paying Rs 31-32 for a litre of cow milk con-

taining 3.5 per cent fat and 8.5 per cent solids-

not-fat, compared Rs 21-22 to a year ago. 

“We welcome the Budget decision, as it will 

stop dumping of imported SMP in the country 

when milk prices are looking up after a pro-

tracted period of low realisations for farmers. 

The usage of whey powder in milk adulteration 

will also come down,” the official added. 

Cooperative dairies have further welcomed the 

move to bring cooperative societies at par with 

corporates in terms of levying tax on profits. In-

stead of the current rate of 30 per cent (net of 

the 10 per cent surcharge and 4 per cent educa-

tion cess), cooperatives will henceforth be 

taxed at 22 per cent (plus surcharge and cess, 

which takes the effective rate to 25.17 per cent) 

provided they seek no exemptions or deduc-

tions. Sitharaman has also exempted such coop-

eratives from the Alternative Minimum Tax just 

as corporates under the new tax regime are ex-

empted from the Minimum Alternative Tax. 

Right now, village-level cooperative societies 

are exempted from paying taxes on their in-

come (profits) from handling milk and other pri-

mary produce bought from farmers. However, 

district-level unions (which source from the vil-

lage cooperatives) and state-level federations 

such as the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 

Federation (GCMMF, better known as Amul) are 
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being taxed at 30 per cent. “We have now been 

granted level playing field, which is most justi-

fied,” said R S Sodhi, managing director of 

GCMMF. 

In her Budget speech, the Finance Minister also 

mentioned about the government’s plan to 

eliminate Foot and Mouth Disease, brucellosis 

in cattle, and peste des petits ruminants (PPR) 

in sheep and goat by 2025. The Budget has 

made a provision of Rs 1,300 crore towards this 

goal in 2019-20, on top of the Rs 811.07 crore 

spent as per the revised estimates for 2019-20. 

This intervention is expected to both boost do-

mestic production of milk and also promote ex-

port of dairy and meat exports from the coun-

try. Sitharaman also announced the govern-

ment’s intention to expand artificial insemina-

tion coverage to 70 per cent of India’s breeda-

ble bovine population (from the present 30 per 

cent) and leverage MGNREGA monies for devel-

oping fodder farms. The government will fur-

ther “facilitate” doubling of organised milk pro-

cessing capacity in the country from 53.5 million 

tonnes to 108 million MT by 2025, she added. 

 

Budget 2020: Plan to double milk production to 108 MT by 2025 
February 01, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/budget-2020-plan-to-double-milk-production-to-

108-mt-by-2025/article30710390.ece 

 
iving a big thrust to India's dairy econ-

omy, the Union Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman announced the 

government's resolve to double milk processing 

capacity by 2025. 

The Finance Minister stated that the Govern-

ment looks to facilitate doubling of milk pro-

cessing capacities from 53.5 million metric 

tonnes (MT) to 108 MT by 2025. This would 

help to increase the country's per capita milk 

availability from the current about 394 grams 

per day. 

It could be noted that India's milk production 

has grown by more than 10 times since 1950. 

The FM's announcement bears significance in 

the backdrop of India's growing middle-class 

and urban consumption of dairy products. 

The Government data suggests that, the per 

capita consumption of milk has improved from 

4.3 litre per month in urban areas in 1988 to 5.4 

litres in 2012, whereas in rural areas, the same 

improved from 3.2 litres per month to  4.3 litres 

per month. 

Finance Minister's announcement comes as a 

validation to NITI Aayog's projections of India's 

milk production to touch 330 million tonnes by 

2033. 

Elimination of FMD and Brucellosis 

The FM also emphasise on government's intent 

to completely eliminate animal diseases for a 

better health of the cattle. 

"Our Government intents to eliminate Foot and 

Mouth Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis in cattle 

and also PPR in sheep and goat by 2025. We are 

confident that it will be completely eliminated 

by then," Sitharaman stated in her Saturday's 

Budget Speech in the Parliament. 

The Government also looks to increase the cov-

erage of artificial insemination from the present 

30 per cent to 70 per cent to create better and 

high-yielding cattle breeds for increased milk 

production. 

The FM also stated that MNREGA's coverage 

would be expanded to develop fodder farms as 

well. 
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With eye on rural jobs, FM wants milk processing capacities doubled by 2025 
February 01, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/with-eye-on-rural-jobs-fm-wants-milk-processing-

capacities-doubled-by-2025/article30714343.ece 

 
o boost animal health, Govt aims to 

completely eliminate Foot and Mouth 

Disease and Brucellosis in cattle 

Rutam Vora 

In a big thrust for the dairy and animal hus-

bandry sector, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-

raman announced the doubling of milk pro-

cessing capacities by 2025 and a resolve to 

eradicate infectious diseases such as foot and 

mouth disease (FMD). 

The milk processing capacity target has been set 

at 108 million tonnes per day by 2025, from the 

current 53.5 mt. 

RS Sodhi, Managing Director of Gujarat Cooper-

ative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), the 

nation’s largest milk player and the marketer of 

Amul, welcomed the move. “That’s an excellent 

move. It will bring more investments in dairy 

sector which will increase farmers bargaining 

power to get better prices for their produce. If 

done properly it will create 80 lacs jobs in Rural 

India and 16 lacs jobs in Urban India.” 

NDDB chairman, Dilip Rath also welcomed the 

budget announcements and stated that the 

measures will help sustain growth of milk pro-

duction by more than 6 per cent. Welcoming 

the move on doubling of milk processing capaci-

ties, Rath said, “Most of the dairy processing 

plants in the country were established during 

Operation Flood which need to be modernised 

and refurbished to make it more efficient.” The 

Minister's announcement comes as a validation 

to Niti Aayog’s projections of India’s milk pro-

duction to touch 330 million tonnes by 2033. 

Elimination of FMD and Brucellosis 

The FM also emphasise on government's intent 

to completely eliminate animal diseases for a 

better health of the cattle thereby helping farm-

ers from massive economic losses caused from 

animal diseases, which reduced livestock 

productivity. NDDB estimates show dairy econ-

omy suffers a loss of about Rs. 20,000 crore per 

year due to FMD alone. 

“Our government intents to eliminate Foot and 

Mouth Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis in cattle 

and also PPR in sheep and goat by 2025. We are 

confident that it will be completely eliminated 

by then,” Sitharaman stated in her Saturday's 

Budget Speech in the Parliament. 

Rath further stated that the government's in-

tent, “..would require effective implementation 

to benefit millions of small and”marginal dairy 

farmers including, manufacturing and sourcing 

of quality vaccines, robust testing methods and 

facilities, introduction of robust systems and 

processes, training of personal at all levels, cap-

turing of vaccination data under INAPH, a soft-

ware developed by NDDB- a National Database. 
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Also, the move on doubling Artificial insemina-

tion Target and elimination of FMD and Brucel-

losis by 2025 is set to increase the productivity 

and reduce the cost of production. “The an-

nouncement to increase the coverage of artifi-

cial insemination from the present 30 per cent 

to 70 per cent in the Union Budget 2020-21 is a 

significant step in improving the productivity of 

our milch animals and milk production thereby 

improving the livelihoods of our dairy farmers,” 

the NDDB Chief said. 

 

Budget 2020 receives mixed response from dairy companies 
February 1, 2020  

https://www.businesstoday.in/union-budget-2020/decoding-the-budget/budget-2020-receives-mixed-response-

from-dairy-companies/story/395274.html 

 
he Union Budget announced a host of 

incentives to benefit the dairy industry. 

Apart from talking about doubling milk 

processing from the current 53.5 million metric 

tonnes to 108 million metric tonnes by 2025, 

the Union Budget has announced initiatives 

such as Kissan Rail, which will have refrigerated 

coaches to transport perishable goods such as 

milk. While Kissan Rail has been lauded by the 

industry, there is mixed response about the an-

nouncement of doubling the milk processing. 

"Doubling milk processing needs back-end and 

technological inputs to the dairy sector such as 

investment in small dairy farms with mechani-

sation, sileage production and milking machine 

along with investment in improving breeds. We 

can't double the production without doubling 

the productivity as India has most number of 

cattle and livestock with minimal productivity," 

points out Rahul Kumar, CEO Lactalis India. He 

says that the government should instead have a 

special cattle loan scheme. "There is no issue of 

making investment in dairy processing, the is-

sue is how to produce double the milk with 

same resources," he adds. 

Similarly, a senior dairy industry expert wonders 

whether the government will allocate funds to 

step up milk processing facilities or would 

merely give the dairy companies a loan. "If it's 

the latter, I am not too sure if it will work. NAB-

ARD offers a loan for milk processing and there 

are hardly any takers as the cooperatives or pri-

vate companies need to mortgage their prop-

erty, which they aren't prepared to." 

One of the reasons the government would have 

given importance to the dairy sector is because 

of the shortage of milk and drastically low levels 

of SMP (skimmed milk powder). While the early 

part of 2019 saw a surplus of SMP (India had ex-

ported 2 lakh metric tonnes of SMP) and a dip 

in milk prices, in the latter half there has been a 

shortage and prices have increased from Rs 120 

per kg to Rs 350 per kg. The prices of raw milk 

have also gone up by Rs 4-5 per litre. "Unsea-

sonal rains and drought have led to a shortage," 

explains the dairy industry expert. In fact, sev-

eral private dairies are also considering export-

ing milk powder from New Zealand as there is a 

distinct price advantage. 

However, R.S. Sodhi, MD, Amul, rubbishes the 

chatter around shortage of milk or SMP. "There 

is no shortage," he says. Milk prices according 

to him have now reached realistic rates. "The 

only people who are crying are the milk proces-

sors because they got used to buying SMP at 
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rock bottom prices at the expense of the 

farmer. In the last three years, most of them 

have made good money, but now when the 

prices have reached realistic levels they are 

complaining. There is no shortage, the private 

dairies are cooking stories so that they can im-

port." 

The independent dairy expert says that the 

stronger cooperatives such as Amul and 

Nandhini are against import of SMP as a signifi-

cant part of their revenue comes from selling 

SMP to the private dairies. 

Commenting on the Budget, Sodhi of Amul said 

that it is a huge positive for the farm sector. 

"The doubling of artificial insemination and 

elimination of FMD and Brucellosis by 2025 will 

increase the productivity and reduce the cost of 

production. That's an excellent move. It will 

bring more investments into the dairy sector, 

which will increase farmer's bargaining power 

to get better prices for their produce. If done 

properly, it will create 80 lakh jobs in rural India 

and 16 lakh jobs in urban India." 

 

Amul hails Sitharaman's announcements on dairy, animal husbandry 
February 01, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/amul-hails-sitharamans-announcements-on-dairy-

animal-husbandry/article30711104.ece 

 
mul has hailed the Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman's Budget an-

nouncements on the dairy and animal 

husbandry sector. 

The Finance Minister said the government is 

looking to facilitate doubling of milk processing 

capacities from 53.5 million tonnes (MT) to 108 

MT by 2025. 

R. S. Sodhi, Managing Director of the Gujarat 

Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 

(GCMMF), the marketer of Amul, said, "That's 

an excellent move. It will bring more investment 

in the dairy sector, which will increase farmers' 

bargaining power to get better prices for their 

produce. If done properly, it will create 80 lakh 

jobs in Rural India and 16 lakh jobs in Urban In-

dia." 

On the Government's aim to eliminate animal 

diseases such as Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) 

and Brucellosis by 2025, the dairy major said, 

"Doubling the Artificial Insemination Target and 

elimination of FMD and Brucellosis by 2025 will 

increase productivity and reduce the cost of 

production." 

Sodhi also said the government's move on 

Kissan rail will reduce the time and cost of 

transporting perishable products like milk. 
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Global News 

PFA Seals Food Points On Adulteration 
14th February 2020 | 07:20 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-food-points-on-adulteration-838632.html 

AHORE, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 14th Feb, 2020 ) :The Pun-

jab Food Authority (PFA) sealed 

a food manufacturing company and confiscated 

a huge cache of artificial sweeteners and corn 

syrup during an operation in an area of Thokar 

Niaz Baig. 

He said the action was taken against Venus 

Food Company for changing the labelling of ex-

pired products, poor storage, as well as found 

expired flavours, chemicals, milk powder and 

corn syrup. 

Meanwhile, hazardous vegetable oil was pre-

served in the prohibited non-food graded 

drums. The enforcement team not only closed 

down premises, but rather confiscated 

20,000kg artificial sweeteners; 3,000 litres corn 

syrup; 2,000kg white flour, vegetable oil and 

chemicals. 

On the other hand, the PFA closed down eight 

food businesses over multiple violations while 

carrying out an operation to ensure the provi-

sion of healthy and safe food in the market as 

per the vision of the Punjab government. The 

PFA teams also punished dozens of food busi-

ness operator with Rs 32,800 cumula-

tive fine and served warning notices for im-

provement to more than 200 food outlets be-

sides discarding thousands of kilograms un-

wholesome food. 

In Rawalpindi, the PFA sealed Salfi Nihari and 

Asif Traders for unhygienic conditions and sell-

ing expired carbonated beverages, respectively. 

The team also seized 2,100 litres expired drinks 

during the raid. 

The PFA Gujranwala meat safety team sealed 

three chicken shops for selling meat of emaci-

ated chicken birds, doing business without med-

ical certificates, stinky environment and worst 

condition of hygiene. 

Meanwhile, the authority penalized several 

FBOs with hefty fines over violation of the Act. 

In Faisalabad, the PFA closed down Boom Boom 

Chicken Shop for not adopting cone slaughter-

ing system, the presence of a bathroom in 

working area and worst condition of hygiene. A 

team of the PFA also sealed Usman Traders due 

to selling adulterated and loose spices. Sar Yaz 

Sip & Bite was sealed by PFA owing to 

the poor storage system and use of rotten eggs. 

PFA team raided Shah Muhammad Gujjar Dairy 

and sealed it over failure the samples and for 

selling substandard food products. 

The PFA south region teams sealed three meat 

shops over the presence of dead chicken birds, 

not submitted fine fee and failure to meet food 

standards. PFA shut down Data Bakers and Za-

toon Bakers due to using substandard ingredi-

ents and failing to produce food licenses. 

In Muzaffargarh, dairy safety teams sealed Peer 

Ashiq Bakhsh Cream Separation unit and 

Moeen Ameen Milk Shop for removing the 

cream from milk, selling adulterated milk and 

failing to meet hygienic working environment. 

In Multan, the PFA closed down Al-Barak Foods 

Private Limited and Al-Noor Foods on account 

of fake labelling and for producing poor quality 

food for children. 

Furthermore, PFA Bahawalpur team caught a 

fake milk-producingfactory while taking action 

on the tip-off of its vigilancecell. 
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Regulations 'very frustrating' for Winona County dairy farmers 
Feb 13, 2020 Updated 22 hrs ago 

https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/regulations-very-frustrating-for-winona-county-dairy-farmers/arti-

cle_f1b13b68-4de3-11ea-9aca-4f9e7a7fb5c4.html 

LAINVIEW — "People hear cows pollute 

the earth," said Rita Young, shaking her 

head in frustration over what she calls a 

major misperception of how she and her family 

make their living. "We want to save the planet, 

too." 

Young, along with her husband, Maurie Young, 

and son, Darrin Young, own and operate Emer-

ald Spring Dairy east of Plainview and just 

across the line into Winona County. 

In that space where agricultural business and 

environmental responsibility meet, perhaps no 

segment of farming suffers from the push-and-

pull of those interests more than dairies. And, in 

Minnesota, perhaps none face the uphill battle 

of those in Winona County. 

The county has a cap of 1,500 animal units -- 

1,071 dairy cows -- for each permitted feedlot. 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency re-

quires feedlots with 1,000 animal units or more 

to undergo environmental review to obtain a 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination Sys-

tems permit before obtaining a conditional use 

permit from their counties. 

And while the rules for obtaining permits are 

fairly straightforward, the actual process can be 

anything but simple. 

For the Youngs, environmental regulations rep-

resent a mix of both frustration and bemuse-

ment. And the response from the public about 

the 1,400 cattle they run -- or about other large 

feedlots like their own -- can be exasperating. 

"My concern is they won’t rely on the science," 

Rita said, talking about how regulators and law-

makers can impact a farm's business. "I'm con-

cerned they’ll let public opinion dictate them. 

We know the science proves our point." 

That science, she said, comes from many an-

gles. For example, a 2009 study from Cornell 

University states that from 1944 to 2007, the 

U.S. dairy industry reduced its carbon footprint 

63 percent for the equivalent milk production. 

"Farmers are problem-solvers by nature, so 

we’re always looking for better ways to do what 

we do, like raise crops or cattle," Darrin said. 

He noted another set of facts that show as the 

number of dairy cows in the U.S. over the last 

half dozen decades has dropped from 25 million 

to about 9 million, the industry has improved 

production by 17 percent. "You have 16 million 

fewer animals and produce more product," Dar-

rin said. 

Despite the industry's success reducing green-

house gases -- and the continued loss of dairy 

cows in Minnesota as small dairies shut their 

barn doors at greater and greater rates -- Darrin 

and Maurie noted that if Emerald Spring is to 

expand under the current regulatory climate, it 

likely would not do so in Winona County due to 

the county's animal unit cap. 

"Currently, we own land in a different county," 

Darrin said. 

Maurie added, "That expansion won’t be here. 

We’re 600 feet from the Wabasha County line. 

It’s very frustrating." 

And there are other regulatory concerns. 

"I think it’s inevitable the day is coming when 

we do have to measure it," Maurice said, refer-

ring to greenhouse gas emissions from dairies. 

Recently, the Minnesota Pollution Control 

Agency announced it would start creating an in-

ventory of greenhouse gas emissions for every 

feedlot proposal that requires an environmental 

assessment worksheet. 

The Youngs agreed that the dairy industry has 

been a leader in reducing greenhouse gas emis-

sions. However, they look at California and the 

way that state has been focusing on such emis-

sions for large feedlots, and they see a caution-

ary tale for Minnesota. 

P 

https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/regulations-very-frustrating-for-winona-county-dairy-farmers/article_f1b13b68-4de3-11ea-9aca-4f9e7a7fb5c4.html
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/regulations-very-frustrating-for-winona-county-dairy-farmers/article_f1b13b68-4de3-11ea-9aca-4f9e7a7fb5c4.html


California has been requiring large feedlots to 

install methane digesters, facilities that collect 

manure and encourage the off-gassing of me-

thane that is then collected for power genera-

tion. However, California has been paying farm-

ers to install digesters, something the Youngs 

think is unlikely in Minnesota. 

When it comes to environmental groups and 

farms, Darrin said, both sides share the same 

goals regarding sustainability and the environ-

ment. He said he welcomed the current regula-

tions from the MPCA and pointed to some of 

the practices at Emerald Spring that show how 

the Youngs work to take care of the land. 

The family plants about 1,900 acres of crops -- 

most of which goes to feed their cattle -- and in-

cludes about 500 acres of alfalfa in the rotation. 

They use cover crops, incorporate no-till into 

some of their crops, recycle both the wash wa-

ter from the cows and the sand used for bed-

ding, and, as part of a Conservation Stewardship 

Program, will be planting a pollinator plot. 

And, Rita said, her family's story with the envi-

ronment is a common tale among larger dairies 

across Minnesota. 

"We’re able to produce a great quality product 

and still be great stewards," she said. 

Are dairies really a danger to climate change? 

"The dairy industry has been very forward-

thinking about ways to measure and ways to re-

duce greenhouse gas emissions," said Maurie 

Young.  

Owner and farmer at Emerald Spring Dairy in 

Winona County, Young is on the front lines of 

that reduction, planting cover crops, using ma-

nure as part of a soil-building process, and get-

ting more milk per cow like the rest of Ameri-

ca's dairy farmers. According to a study from 

Cornell University, the dairy industry has re-

duced the carbon footprint of a glass of milk by 

63 percent between 1944 and 2007. 

That hasn't stopped his industry – and large-ani-

mal agriculture in general – from getting on the 

wrong side of public opinion when it comes to 

climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.   

You don't have to look far to find tales describ-

ing the planet-wide dangers of animal agricul-

ture. 

Sunday night at the Academy Awards, Best Ac-

tor winner Joaquin Phoenix made a dig against 

the dairy industry during his acceptance speech. 

Last week, according to a story in the Edinburgh 

Evening News, students at Edinburgh University 

narrowly voted against a ban of the sale of beef 

at campus cafés and restaurants. 

Furthermore, following a court ruling the Min-

nesota Pollution Control Agency has decided to 

add an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions 

to all environmental assessment worksheets for 

new or expanding feedlots of 1,000 animal units 

or more. 

n the middle of it all are carbon dioxide, nitrous 

oxide and methane. When it comes to animal 

agriculture, these molecules -- particularly the 

two carbon molecules -- are the new battle-

ground in an environmental struggle between 

farming and climate sustainability.   

"We're so quiet about our success," said Rita 

Young, Maurie's wife. Looking at the public and 

some states reaction to what she sees as misin-

formation about greenhouse gas emissions and 

dairy farming, Rita added, "You have to get 

common ground with them so they'll be recep-

tive to the truth on our practices." 

Minnesota's Greenhouse Goals 

Right now, said Peter Ciborowski, an environ-

mental researcher with the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency, is working to meet statewide 

greenhouse gas reduction goals. The first goal 

was a 15 percent reduction by 2015 from 2005's 

emissions totals. The state missed that goal by a 

long way, only reducing emissions by 4 percent.  

Those goals cut across seven different industry 

sectors including agriculture, electricity genera-

tion, transportation, residential, industrial, com-

mercial and waste. While the state overall has 

seen a reduction, three of the seven sectors 



have actually seen increases from 2005 to 2016, 

the latest year of data.  

Most of the gain has come in electricity genera-

tion, but, Ciborowski said, that's partly because 

it is the industry with the most regulation and – 

thanks to a legislative focus on renewable en-

ergy – has been the low-hanging fruit in the 

process thus far. 

When it comes to agriculture, through, there is 

plenty of room for reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions without taking extreme measures. 

California Greenhouse Dreamin' 

For Minnesota's dairy industry, what's hap-

pened in California is that extreme measure. 

In 2015, the California state legislature passed a 

law allowing the California Air Resources Board 

(CARB) oversight of a goal to reduce green-

house gas emissions by 40 percent by 2030. A 

companion bill set parameters under which 

CARB could address dairy-related methane 

emissions. 

To that end, the state has been funding the con-

struction of methane digesters at dairies across 

the state. Digesters recreate the natural pro-

cesses within a cow to convert manure into me-

thane and solid waste to be used as fertilizer. 

The methane is then captured to use as fuel for 

power plants, which would then convert the 

methane into carbon dioxide. 

So far, the Golden State has funded 64 dairy di-

gester projects in its Dairy Digester Research 

and Development Program to the tune of just 

over $181.5 million. The state estimates these 

projects, once completed, will reduce green-

house gas emissions by 19.8 million metric tons 

of CO2 equivalent over a 10-year span.  

However, Frank Mitloehner, a professor of ani-

mal science and air quality at the University of 

California-Davis, said California's focus on the 

beef and dairy industries misses the mark when 

it comes to the greenhouse gases that are add-

ing to the environmental totals.  

"In my opinion, this is a smokescreen," Mit-

loehner said. "Cattle systems are not introduc-

ing new carbon to the atmosphere." 

Mitloehner explains it like this: The carbon in-

volved in animal agriculture moves through 

something called the biogenic carbon cycle. 

Grass and other animal feed is made of carbon. 

The cows eat the grass, which is processed 

through the cow into methane, carbon dioxide 

and manure. That manure is used as fertilizer, 

and the CO2 and methane (which gets con-

verted in the atmosphere into CO2 and water) 

eventually become part of the building blocks 

for the plants, and the cycle starts all over 

again. 

By focusing on greenhouse gas emissions in 

feedlots, Mitloehner said, people concerned 

about climate change are missing the "800-

pound gorilla that's trying to sidetrack us." That, 

he said, is the fossil fuel industry.  

"Fossil fuels are responsible for 80 percent of all 

greenhouse gas emissions," he said, pointing to 

the energy and transportation sectors as the big 

polluters. After all, he said, fossil fuels are es-

sentially sequestered carbon we dig up and 

burn. "All of animal agriculture combined in the 

U.S. is 3.9 percent." 

Making Changes In Minnesota 

Still, greenhouse gas emissions are becoming 

part of the feedlot approval process in Minne-

sota. After the Minnesota Court of Appeals 

ruled the MPCA had not completed its environ-

mental review process on the proposed Daley 

Farms expansion, the agency has decided to 

add a greenhouse gas inventory to every future 

EAW required for large feedlot projects.  

"We can argue all day whether we think this is 

necessary or not -- and we think it's not," said 

Lucas Sjostrom, past-president of Minnesota 

Milk. "But if mitigating greenhouse gas emis-

sions is the goal, this won't help." 

Sjostrom said he realizes the MPCA had this ac-

tion forced upon it by the Court of Appeals, but, 



like Rita Young, he wants to make sure lawmak-

ers and regulators are making decisions based 

on facts.  

"There are a lot of benefits to them when you 

put a dairy cow on land," he said. That starts 

with soil building, capturing carbon in that loop 

Mitloehner described, and creating healthy 

food choices for consumers. "Cows being added 

to any facility in Minnesota are not contributing 

to greenhouse gases." 

What he does not want to see, Sjostrom said, is 

Minnesota follow California's lead in requiring 

methane digesters and putting caps on green-

house gases.  

That, Ciborowski said, is unlikely.  

"The state is first going to go the voluntary 

route," Ciborowski said, relying on nearly 40 

years in the industry as his guide. 

He pointed to the energy industry example of 

Xcel Energy deciding to close its Sherburne 

County Generating Station and replace it with 

solar power. That was a matter of education 

and private industry making a choice, he said. 

 

PFA Seals 22 Food Points Due To Adulteration 
13th February 2020 | 11:20 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-seals-22-food-points-due-to-adulteration-837999.html 

AHORE, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 13th Feb, 2020 ) :The Pun-

jab Food Authority (PFA) has sealed 

a food manufacturing company and confiscated 

a huge cache of artificial sweeteners and corn 

syrup during an operation under the supervi-

sion of PFA Director General Irfan Memon in the 

area of Thokar Niaz Baig here on Thursday. 

He said that the action was taken against Venus 

Food Company for changing the labelling of ex-

pired products, poor storage, as well as found 

expired flavours, chemicals, milk powder and 

corn syrup. 

Meanwhile, hazardous vegetable oil was pre-

served in the prohibited non-food graded 

drums. He said that PFA's enforcement team 

not only closed down the premises, but rather 

confiscated 20,000kg artificial sweeteners; 

3,000 litres corn syrup; 2,000kg white flour, 

vegetable oil and chemicals. 

Irfan Memon said that the violation of the hy-

giene principles by popular food-producing 

companies was very regrettable. He further said 

that Punjab Food Authority was regularly check-

ing the small and big food businesses without 

any discrimination that to be continued till the 

elimination of adulteration mafia from Punjab. 

On the other hand, PFA closed down eight food 

businesses over multiple violations while carry-

ing out an operation to ensure the provision of 

healthy and safe food in the market as per the 

vision of Punjab government. PFA teams have 

also punished dozens of food business operator 

with Rs 32,800 cumulative fine and served 

warning notices for improvement to more than 

200 food outlets besides discarding thousands 

of kilograms unwholesome food. 

In Rawalpindi, PFA has sealed Salfi Nihari and 

Asif Traders for unhygienic conditions and sell-

ing expired carbonated beverages respectively. 

The team also seized 2,100 litres expired drinks 

during the raid. 

PFA Gujranwala meat safety team sealed three 

chicken shops for selling meat of emaciated 

chicken birds, doing business without medical 

certificates, stinky environment and worst con-

dition of hygiene. 

Meanwhile, the authority has penalized several 

FBOs with hefty fines over violation of the Act. 

In Faisalabad, PFA has closed down Boom Boom 

Chicken Shop for not adopting cone slaughter-

ing system, the presence of a bathroom in 

working area and worst condition of hygiene. A 

team of PFA also sealed Usman Traders due to 

selling adulterated and loose spices. Sar Yaz Sip 
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& Bite was sealed by PFA owing to 

the poor storage system and use of rotten eggs. 

PFA team raided Shah Muhammad Gujjar Dairy 

and sealed it over failure the samples and for 

selling substandard food products. 

Apart from that, workers of the shop did not 

have medical certificates. 

The PFA south region teams have sealed three 

meat shops over the presence of dead chicken 

birds, not submitted fine fee and failure to meet 

food standards. PFA shut down Data Bakers and 

Zatoon Bakers due to using substandard ingre-

dients and failing to produce food licenses. 

In Muzaffargarh, dairy safety teams have sealed 

Peer Ashiq Bakhsh Cream Separation unit and 

Moeen Ameen Milk Shop for removing the 

cream from milk, selling adulterated milk and 

failing to meet hygienic working environment. 

In Multan, PFA has closed down Al-Barak Foods 

Private Limited and Al-Noor Foods on account 

of fake labelling and for producing poor quality 

food for children. 

Furthermore, PFA Bahawalpur team caught a 

fake milk-producing factory while taking action 

on the tip-off of its vigilance cell. 

DG PFA said that fake milk was being produced 

with vegetable oil, whey powder and hazardous 

chemicals. 

He added that by law, storing or selling of ex-

pired goods was a serious offence and PFA 

would not allow anyone to violate it. 

 

Kansas ag department seeks new consumer labeling for raw milk 
Feb 13, 2020 at 6:12 PM 

https://www.hutchnews.com/news/20200213/kansas-ag-department-seeks-new-consumer-labeling-for-raw-

milk/1 

arned attorney Ronald Smith said the 

Kansas Department of Agriculture’s loss 

in a legal challenge of a ban on raw milk 

advertising inspired the agency to launch a reg-

ulatory assault on about four dozen producers 

who sell unpasteurized milk directly to consum-

ers. 

Smith’s comments during a Senate committee 

hearing Wednesday were in response to a bill 

requiring any container of raw milk sold in Kan-

sas to include a 37-word label warning of poten-

tial health risks of consuming unprocessed milk. 

The agriculture department’s bill went so far as 

to require the text be printed no smaller than 

the largest font size used on the label. 

“The label is fear mongering. It is governmental 

vindictiveness,” Smith said. “For 20 or 30 years, 

there was no labeling requirement. Why the 

change? Senate Bill 308 is here because the De-

partment of Agriculture lost a lawsuit.” 

In 2019, Attorney General Derek Schmidt 

agreed to settle a lawsuit brought by goal dairy 

farmers challenging a state law prohibiting ad-

vertising for raw milk as unconstitutional. The 

agreement approved in Shawnee County Dis-

trict Court struck down a prohibition on adver-

tising raw milk except on the farm premise. It 

didn’t alter a ban on raw milk sales in retail 

stores. 

Under Senate Bill 308, Kansas producers of raw 

milk and milk products could market their 

goods if containers had the warning label and if 

advertisements included the consumer advi-

sory. The Senate Agriculture and Natural Re-

sources Committee has taken no action on the 

labeling bill. 

Kenneth Titus, general counsel at the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, said new mandate was jus-

tified because drinking raw milk increased po-

tential of contracting a food-borne illness. The 

agency is opposed to a separate Senate bill out-

lawing sale of raw milk, he said. 

“A better alternative is to continue to help con-

sumers make informed decisions by requiring 
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appropriate label and advertisement warnings,” 

he said. 

The proposed warning: “This product contains 

ungraded raw milk that is not pasteurized and, 

as a result, may contain organisms that cause 

food-borne illness, especially in infants, young 

children, older adults, pregnant women and 

people with weak immune systems.” 

No milk produced in Kansas actually receives a 

quality grade while in a dairy farm’s bulk tank or 

when picked up by a processor. The 250 Grade 

A dairies in the state maintain their standing by 

complying with production protocols and regu-

lar testing. 

Mary Powell, a graduate of Kansas State Univer-

sity and seller of raw milk on her farm in Long-

ton, said the bill ought to be rejected because 

the recommended warning text was verbose 

and would be printed large enough to obscure 

the name and location of the dairy, the serving 

size and basic nutritional information. 

“Raw milk is not as dangerous as cigarettes and 

yet the font of the warning must match the 

largest font on the package,” Powell said. 

Tucker Stewart, associate counsel of the Kansas 

Livestock Association, said the organization 

worked with the agriculture department and 

the Kansas Department of Health and Environ-

ment to draft the disclaimer. Pasteurization has 

prevented millions of people from becoming ill, 

he said. 

The bill should be expanded to mandate dairies 

selling unpasteurized milk register with the 

state and to require these dairies comply with 

Grade A standards, he said. 

Samuel MacRoberts, an attorney with the Kan-

sas Justice Center, said existing state law re-

quired unpasteurized milk sold in Kansas to be 

labeled as raw and state law also forbids false 

or misleading advertising. The Senate bill is a vi-

olation of free speech clauses of the state and 

federal constitutions, he said. 

“Kansans are savvy enough to understand that 

raw milk is unpasteurized. In fact, that’s the 

whole point of selling and consuming raw milk,” 

MacRoberts said. 

 

Senate panel examines bill imposing ban on Kansas raw milk sales 
Feb 12, 2020 at 4:55 PM 

https://www.leavenworthtimes.com/news/20200212/senate-panel-examines-bill-imposing-ban-on-kansas-raw-

milk-sales/1 

ola dairy farmer Steve Strickler grew up 

drinking raw milk from the family’s cows 

but joined other Kansas Dairy Association 

members Wednesday urging adoption of a state 

law banning the sale of unpasteurized milk for 

human consumption. 

He told the Senate Agriculture and Natural Re-

sources Committee a new legal standard in Kan-

sas was necessary to protect public safety and 

to guide inadequately informed consumers buy-

ing raw milk produced primarily at small dairy 

farms. 

“Most are operating on false information they 

got on an internet fringe site, hearsay or from a 

doctor who wasn’t even required to take a nu-

trition class while in medical school,” Strickler 

said. “Instead of relying on peer-reviewed sci-

ence they will put themselves and their family 

in jeopardy because someone told them pas-

teurization cooks all the ‘good stuff’ out of 

milk.” 

Blake Williams, who operated a raw-milk dairy 

for eight years in Kansas, told senators a ban on 

sale of raw milk in Senate Bill 300 raised health, 

economic and philosophical questions. He op-

posed the legislation because state politicians 

shouldn’t dictate what type of milk or milk 

products was consumed by their constituents. 
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“If the state of Kansas makes it illegal to sell raw 

milk,” he said, “then it follows that a farmer 

who sells raw milk could be arrested for doing 

so. Is such a scenario not troubling? Are we not 

kidding ourselves to consider ourselves free 

when our government possesses the authority 

to meddle in the most ordinary affairs of citi-

zens?” 

Sen. Dan Kerschen, a Garden Plain Republican 

and chairman of the Senate committee, said 

there was weak support for a prohibition on 

sale of raw milk. There is enthusiasm for a sepa-

rate bill requiring more specific labeling of un-

pasteurized milk, he said. Another possibility, 

he said, would be to create a requirement that 

the state expand inspections to currently unli-

censed or unregistered dairies. 

“I think that (a ban) is going to be a tough sell. 

We want to promote milk,” said Kerschen, who 

operated a dairy for 45 years. “We’re not trying 

to make a punitive deal out of it.” 

The bill was introduced in the wake of a Novem-

ber order signed by a Shawnee County District 

Court judge prohibiting the Kansas Department 

of Agriculture from enforcing laws and regula-

tions limiting advertising for raw milk to a sign 

located on the dairy’s premises. 

The 50-year-old law was challenged on First 

Amendment grounds by goat farmers Mark and 

Coraleen Bunner, operators of Shepherd’s Gate 

Dairy near Pfeifer in central Kansas. They suc-

cessfully argued the statute violated the Bill of 

Rights of the Kansas Constitution. The court left 

in place a provision in state law restricting dis-

tribution of raw, unpasteurized milk to sales at 

the producer’s farm directly to the final con-

sumer. 

Samuel MacRoberts, litigation director for the 

Kansas Justice Institute who assisted the Bun-

ners, said there was no factual or legal justifica-

tion for imposition of a complete ban. 

“For years, raw milk farmers have safely pro-

duced and sold milk directly to consumers from 

the farm,” he said. “Now that advertising is fi-

nally legal, the public will be able to more 

closely scrutinize farms, farmers and their pro-

duction methods. Senate Bill 300 is unreasona-

ble, arbitrary and does not serve a legitimate 

governmental purpose.” 

He said the bill was a response to the Bunners’ 

legal victory and designed to limit legitimate 

competition among dairies. He said enactment 

of the bill would invite “immediate, prolonged 

and well-publicized litigation.” 

Fourth-generation dairy farmer Aaron Pauly, 

who milks 160 cows in Sedgwick County, said 

some of the “so-called dairy farmers” selling 

raw milk weren’t required to have milking 

equipment or facilities inspected or licensed. He 

feared an illness outbreak tied to unpasteurized 

milk that would be blamed on all dairies, includ-

ing the 250 licensed dairies in Kansas, including 

his own, that follow protocols, including pas-

teurization. 

“Many of the comments I have read say the bill 

is corporate ag trying to prevent the little 

farmer from making a living. That is not true,” 

Pauly said. 

Bill opponent Arlene Borntrager, of Hutchinson, 

said she was co-owner of a dairy where raw 

milk had been sold to customers for 15 years. 

She said the Kansas Dairy Association’s bill was 

a threat to her family’s well-being. 

“It’s the only milk my children and I have ever 

had,” she said. “Our customers are our friends. 

We would not sell our friends something that 

can hurt them. To the KDA, I say, we are not 

your competitors. To the senators, I ask you to 

please say no to this bill. It is my life.” 

Kenneth Titus, chief general counsel for the 

Kansas Department of Agriculture, said the 

agency had serious concern about human con-

sumption of raw milk. The risk of drinking raw 

milk, especially for people with weakened im-

mune systems, included exposure to Salmo-

nella, E. coli, Listeria and other diseases. How-

ever, he said a complete ban on sale of raw milk 



wouldn’t be the most effective way to protect 

the public. 

 

State to hold hearings on raw milk sales bills Wednesday 
Feb. 11, 2020, 3:57 p.m 

https://www.gbtribune.com/news/local-news/state-hold-hearings-raw-milk-sales-bills-wednesday/ 

ccording to an alert from the Kansas 

Rural Center, hearings will be held 

Wednesday, Feb. 12, on SB 300 which 

would prohibit sales of unpasteurized milk, and 

on Thursday Feb. 13, on SB 308 which will allow 

on-farm retail sale of unpasteurized milk as long 

as certain labeling and advertising  require-

ments are met.   

“KRC has been contacted by several small farm-

ers and dairies who are very concerned that SB 

300 will take away a small enterprise on their 

farms and deprive their customers of a 

needed/desired product,” the alert states. “SB 

308 which outlines new labeling requirements 

for unpasteurized milk is also a concern as it 

levies what they feel is unnecessary/unfair reg-

ulation of a small business. These farmers are 

well aware of health and safety concerns 

but  are providing a product that people in their 

communities want and need.  They see this as a 

move of Big Ag and the dairy industry to not 

just control small operations but to shut them 

down, or  leave them with no choice but to 

break the law if they continue sales. Such sales 

are a part of a local food system and prohibiting 

them could set a precedent for our Big Food 

System to discourage or shut down other prod-

ucts.” 

An existing law currently exempts on farm retail 

sales of unpasteurized milk and milk prod-

ucts.  SB 200 would remove the definition of 

this designation.    

The Kansas Dairy Association supports this ac-

tion, but it would harm small dairies and any-

one selling direct to customers on the farm with 

small amounts of milk, the KRC alert states 

SB 308 which clarifies and increases labeling re-

quirements was introduced by the Kansas De-

partment of Agriculture concerning milk, cream, 

dairy products and on-farm retail sale of milk to 

make on-farm retail sale of milk and milk-prod-

ucts lawful, but only if the label or advertise-

ment for the products contains language speci-

fied in the bill.  

The bill would exempt milk or milk products 

produced for on-farm retail sale from the cur-

rent statutory definition of milk. On-farm retail 

sales of milk or milk products would be defined 

as the sale of ungraded raw milk or ungraded 

raw milk products. The prohibition against the 

person making these sales promoting the sales 

in any manner other than a sign posted on the 

premises of the dairy farm would be re-

moved.  It does require  some very specific print 

and language for the labels.   

 

Cheese maker plans to bring milk back to Kensington 
Updated: February 10, 2020 

https://www.inquirer.com/news/cheese-milk-kensington-gentrification-harbison-dairy-farming-20200210.html 

 good cheese can reflect the nationality 

of its maker. 

Yoav Perry’s approach to cheese-mak-

ing manifests the American melting-pot ideal, 

blending ingredients and techniques from tradi-

tional cheeses around the world to create 

something original: a bloomy rind cheese with 

enzymes from a thistle, a blue cheese made 

with red mold. 
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Totally crazy stuff you can only do in America,” 

said Perry, of Fishtown, his words lightly accent-

spiked, a remnant of his Israeli upbringing. 

“Over in Europe, it’s tradition, tradition, tradi-

tion.” 

Perry, 46, spoke with quiet fervor about cheese, 

and his hopes to become the latest food manu-

facturer to bring his craft to a corridor in Ken-

sington and Fishtown that already includes 

breweries, coffee companies, and distilleries. 

“There’s sort of a maker’s corridor that’s hap-

pening here,” he said. “It’s almost turning into a 

little Brooklyn,” an artisanal food mecca. 

Perrystead Dairy, his first foray into solo cheese 

production after working as a consultant in the 

industry for years, received a $126,039 state 

grant last month that will cover about 85% of 

the cost of building a creamery to convert milk 

to cheese. He still needs start-up capital, but 

wants to produce two cheeses a season, eight 

annually, starting as soon as this year. He antici-

pates needing a small workforce, just a few 

people initially, but hopes to double capacity in 

his second year. 

Perrystead Dairy is expected to process 5,000 

pounds of milk weekly, from dairies in Lancas-

ter, Montgomery, and Bucks Counties, accord-

ing to Perry’s grant application. His interest in 

buying from local farms allowed him to tap into 

the $5 million-a-year Pennsylvania Dairy Invest-

ment Program, which helps farmers shift to 

making and selling milk products. State Sen. 

Lawrence Farnese (D., Philadelphia) sponsored 

Perry’s application because the Philadelphia 

cheese maker would become a new customer 

for dairy farmers, who’ve struggled with sinking 

milk prices and the rising popularity of alterna-

tives such as almond and soy milk. 

“The aim of that program was to turn milk into 

products more valuable than gallons and half-

gallons,” Farnese said. 

In 2012, Pennsylvania had 7,829 dairy farms. By 

the beginning of 2019, there were about 1,630 

fewer, said Mark O’Neill, spokesperson for 

the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, an industry ad-

vocacy organization. Once the fourth-largest 

dairy-producing state in the country, it is now 

the seventh. 

Among the surviving farms, many have re-

mained in operation by switching to products 

that don’t come from cow udders. “They have 

to find new ways to diversify in order to bring in 

money to stay in farming,” O’Neill said. 

During a recent interview, Perry stood in front 

of Kensington’s most recognizable landmark, a 

30,000-gallon steel milk bottle rusting on its 

high perch alongside the elevated Market-

Frankford tracks. He had hoped to find a home 

for his business in the old Harbison’s Dairy com-

plex — dating to 1895 and now being converted 

to apartments and commercial space — but a 

lease negotiation has stalled. He is committed 

to basing Perrystead Dairy in the neighborhood, 

though. 

That’s my neighborhood," he said, "and the 

whole point is to bring back economic develop-

ment to my neighborhood.” 

Perry moved to Philadelphia four years ago 

from New York City, where he couldn’t imagine 

starting a similar business. 

In Kensington, he said, “there are warehouses, 

the price is good. Everything we need is here.” 

Its monthly commercial rental rates for 5,000- 

to 20,000-square-foot industrial spaces average 

93 cents a square foot, according to the market 

tracking firm CoStar. Similar industrial spaces 

throughout Brooklyn average $1.96 per square 

foot, and almost $3 in a hot neighborhood such 

as Williamsburg. 

Kensington’s renaissance began about 20 years 

ago, when manufacturers and restaurants be-

gan taking advantage of the building stock left 

from an earlier era of thriving businesses. 

“A dairy, textile mills. ... One of the buildings in 

that area was a manufacturer of fish tanks,” 

said Kae Anderson, director of economic devel-

opment for the New Kensington Community 

https://dced.pa.gov/programs/pennsylvania-dairy-investment-program-pdip/
https://www.pfb.com/


Development Corporation. “Each of these build-

ings has a very unique story to it.” 

One of the first of the new producers was the 

Philadelphia Brewing Co., which opened in 2001 

in a defunct 19th-century brewery, Anderson 

said. There are now 11 wholesale or distribution 

food businesses in the area, and eight brewer-

ies or distilleries, according to Anderson. 

Small businesses need many of the same fea-

tures as larger manufacturers, such as loading 

docks and transportation access, she said. The 

industrial buildings in Fishtown and Kensington 

offer lots of space, existing infrastructure to re-

ceive deliveries and ship product, and access to 

both I-95 and public transit. 

Around Harbison’s, laborers renovating the 

building are just one crew among several at 

work on the block. Next door to the old dairy, 

apartments are nearly complete. 

“We’re two blocks from the Berks Station,” said 

Doug Jordan, president of Southwood Proper-

ties, an owner of the Harbison building. “Your 

access to Center City is tremendous. It’s a 16-

minute ride once you’re on at Berks to City 

Hall.” 

Perry came to cheese as a hobby, he said. While 

living in New York City, he worked in the tech 

industry but loved cooking and found the recep-

tion to his homemade cheeses so positive that 

he switched careers. In the last decade, he has 

owned a company that sold cheese-making 

tools and ingredients, made a cheese that was 

on the menu of the tony New York restaurant 

Eleven Madison Park, and done consulting for 

cheese producers. 

His enthusiasm for his craft is clear, and he has 

strong opinions on whether he should be called 

a fromager or a cheese maker. He prefers the 

latter. The former isn’t entirely accurate, be-

cause it connotes a cheese merchant, not a cre-

ator, he said, and besides, using a word of 

French origin seems to be a way to borrow 

prestige from France’s cheese-making culture, 

rather than respect America’s own success 

story. 

Selling high-end cheeses, he said, is his chance 

to put a personal, particularly American stamp 

on a craft he loves. 

 

Move over silage, here is stylish way to store feeds 
FEBRUARY 8 2020 

https://www.nation.co.ke/business/seedsofgold/Cattle-feed-for-all-seasons/2301238-5448076-1408pwu/in-

dex.html 

 
ome 16km from Nakuru Town along the 

Nakuru-Nairobi highway sits the Moi 

Forces Barracks, Lanet. The military facil-

ity is one of the government installations in the 

area, the other being the Kenya Agricultural and 

Livestock Research Organisation (Kalro). 

At Kalro, we meet Dr Naftali Ondabu checking 

on brachiaria grass on the institution’s fodder 

farm. Dr Ondabu, a livestock specialist, is seek-

ing to ensure cattle farmers do not lack feeds to 

offer their animals come rain or shine. 

“Feeds consist of up to 60 per cent of the total 

cost on livestock farms. These costs have risen 

due to climate change, especially for farmers in 

arid areas,” he says. 

Dr Ondabu is teaching farmers how to make nu-

tritious feed blocks from various fodder grasses, 

in particular brachiaria, which are then stored 
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and fed to animals especially during the dry pe-

riod. Seeds of Gold finds him and his team pre-

paring to harvest brachiaria grass. 

“This looks like napier grass but it is not. Napier 

grass no longer thrives in different parts of the 

country because of pests and diseases. Brachi-

aria, which grows well in most regions, is more 

nutritious.” 

The grass only takes two months to mature and 

harvesting can continue for up to 10 years. 

 

As Coronavirus spreads, trade experts detail how it could hurt Wisconsin dairy farmers 
February 7, 2020 9:22 PM 

https://www.channel3000.com/as-coronavirus-spreads-trade-experts-detail-how-it-could-hurt-wisconsin-dairy-

farmers/ 

ADISON, Wis. – As Coronavirus con-

tinues to spread across the world, 

trade experts in Wisconsin fear it 

could have a negative impact on the dairy in-

dustry. 

Mark Stephenson, an expert on dairy markets 

and policy, says the future pricing for milk 

dropped significantly when the disease became 

public knowledge. 

“The coronavirus was really announced broadly 

here around the middle part of January,” he 

said. “At that time we saw the futures markets 

for milk prices dropped as much as 70 cents.” 

Stephenson says this comes at a time that milk 

prices were just starting to recover after a five 

year drop. 

“This is another set back that people don’t need 

at this point in time,” he said. 

While it’s uncertain what the final will impacts 

will be, as the disease spreads, the outcome 

continues to worsen. 

“China is the largest purchaser of dairy products 

in the world,” Stephenson said. “The largest net 

importer of products. When they stop buying or 

slow down buying, that impacts everybody.” 

 

Cow comfort among topics at annual dairy expo on Feb. 17 
Feb 7, 2020 

https://www.swnewsmedia.com/chanhassen_villager/news/business/cow-comfort-among-topics-at-annual-dairy-

expo-on-feb/article_80074d9d-f730-5503-b36e-c484f5e8f669.html 

 
anagement strategies in dairy fertil-

ity, cow comfort, building a healthy 

milk check and characteristics of re-

silient dairy farms will be addressed by the 

guest speakers at the 28th Annual Carver 

County Dairy Expo 9 a.m.-3:15 p.m. Monday, 

Feb. 17 at Central High School, 531 Morse St., 

Norwood Young America. 

Hosted by the University of Minnesota Exten-

sion and the Carver County Dairy Core Team, 

this event draws over 300 area dairy producers 

and dairy industry professionals, according to a 

press release. 

“Dairy farmers are looking to implement effec-

tive strategies that will impact their bottom 

line,” states Colleen Carlson, Extension educa-

tor in Carver and Scott counties. “Our 2020 

speakers will address some of the limiting fac-

tors in dairy production and what changes dairy 

farmers can make to gain an extra edge in tight 

economic times.” 
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The 2020 Carver County Dairy Expo keynote will 

feature a dairy farmer speaker panel. Dairy pro-

ducers will share cow comfort strategies with 

three different stall surfaces — solids, mat-

tresses and sand. Panelists will address addi-

tional cow comfort factors in those systems in-

cluding stall design, ventilation, water access 

and feed distribution. 

 

Hangu Administration Launches Drive Against Adulterated Food Items 
Fri 07th February 2020 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/hangu-administration-launches-drive-against-a-832190.html 

ANGU, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 7th Feb, 2020 ) :The district ad-

ministration has launched crackdown 

against adulterated food items and booked sev-

eral shopkeepers for selling contaminated milk. 

Assistant Commissioner Umar Awais Kiyani 

along with district food controller Sallahuddin 

and director livestock Dr Muhammad Sohail 

raided various places and inspected quality of 

milk at shops. 

During inspection, 300 liters adulterated milk 

was discarded and registered cases against over 

dozens of milkmen for selling unhygienic milk. 

The team also took round to butcher shops and 

inspected hygienic conditions. Over eight kilo-

grams of minced meat was disposed off and di-

rected butchers to mince meat in presence of 

customers. 

They said drive against profiteers would con-

tinue in order to provide quality food items af-

fordable prices to masses. 

 

Mad cow disease surfaces in Switzerland 
February 7, 2020  

https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/02/563334/mad-cow-disease-surfaces-switzerland 

URICH: Switzerland on Thursday re-

ported an “atypical” case of mad cow 

disease but said there is no danger to 

human health. 

The 13-year-old cow was slaughtered immedi-

ately and the carcass incinerated, the Federal 

Food Safety and Veterinary Office said in a 

statement. 

“The analysis showed that this was not the clas-

sical type but the atypical strain of BSE (Bovine 

Spongiform Encephalopathy),” the statement 

said. 

Atypical BSE refers to “naturally and sporadi-

cally occurring forms, which are believed to oc-

cur in all cattle populations at a very low rate,” 

according to the World Organisation of Animal 

Health (OIE). 

“This atypical form of BSE is not dangerous for 

human health,” a spokeswoman for the Swiss 

agency told AFP. 

The isolated case, the first in Switzerland since 

2012, was predicted to have no consequences 

for the herd from which the animal came. 

The appearance of the first cases of mad cow 

disease in 1986 in Britain caused a public health 

scare that lasted several years. 

The European Union ordered a worldwide em-

bargo on British beef and its derivatives that 

was lifted in Europe in 1999. - AFP 
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Bellevue Elementary goes green with milk machines 
Feb 7, 2020 

https://www.mtexpress.com/news/education/bellevue-elementary-goes-green-with-milk-machines/arti-

cle_0ad2e3c2-4933-11ea-a4bc-93c9ebc5a700.html 

oo-ve over, plastic bottles—there’s a 

new way to drink milk at Bellevue El-

ementary School. 

The school has installed two milk dispensers in 

an attempt to cut down on the roughly 9,000 

pounds of plastic the Blaine County School Dis-

trict goes through each year. Over the next two 

years, the district hopes to entirely replace plas-

tic milk bottles with dispensers in all its schools. 

The dispenser pilot program is just one part of a 

larger districtwide effort to reduce food-related 

waste, according to Julia Scarborough, the dis-

trict’s director of food services. That includes 

replacing paper plates and plastic ware with 

trays and re-washable forks in the cafeteria, 

along with an educational component in the 

classroom. 

“We’re trying to cut things down and eliminate 

as much waste as possible,” Scarborough said. 

“It’s kind of amazing when you sit down and 

think about it.” 

Scarborough, who spearheaded the milk dis-

penser plan, said she came up with the idea 

while watching students in the lunchroom. 

“I just kept seeing the kids grab these bottles 

and I’m like, ‘Where do these go? I’m not sure 

about this,’” she said. 

Scarborough reached out to the Jerome-based 

company Idaho Milk Products to ask about 

grants or funding that could help the district 

buy milk dispensers, which were expected to 

cost more than $2,000 each. But the company 

ultimately had something better to offer: two 

dispensers that had made a few appearances at 

trade shows and had since been sitting around, 

unused. 

“The lightbulb went on,” said Idaho Milk Prod-

ucts Marketing Manager Ron Hayes. “I said, 

well, holy cow, we need to get rid of these. 

Here’s somebody asking for the opportunity to 

give them a really good home.” 

From the perspective of Idaho Milk Products, 

the donation was a “huge win-win,” Hayes said: 

“Not only are we helping kids be able to get the 

nutrition they need, but we’re also helping with 

the environment.” 

The pre-K students—using spill-proof reusable 

cups–were the first to try out the donated ma-

chines. 

“They took to it like ducks to water,” Scar-

borough said. 

Meanwhile, in the classroom, students have 

been learning about how plastic can impact the 

environment. 

“It helps a lot for them to be able to understand 

what their choices are,” Scarborough said. “If 

they do choose the plastic bottle, they know the 

outcome of what could possibly happen to the 

environment in the future.” 

The dispensers don’t just cut down on plastic, 

she noted. They also have the potential to cut 

down on wasted milk by letting students pour 

only as much milk as they want to drink. 

“The kids are so excited about it,” she said. “It’s 

just awesome.” 
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Americans souring on milk — famous dairy brands, products could disappear 
Feb 6, 2020, 3:07pm CST 
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mericans have soured on traditional 

milk, and the fallout is spilling into the 

dairy aisle. 

As consumers increasingly turn to milk alterna-

tives and thousands of dairy farms are collaps-

ing, milk producers are now faltering, too, put-

ting thousands of jobs at risk and threatening 

their brands. 

The recent Chapter 11 bankruptcies of two ma-

jor milk producers, Dean Foods and Borden 

Dairy, have shown how a sharp decline in milk 

sales poses an existential threat to leading dairy 

brands like Land O’ Lakes and TruMoo. 

Consumption of dairy milk fell about 41% from 

1975 to 2018, dropping from 247 pounds per 

person annually to 146 pounds, or about 17 gal-

lons, according to the Department of Agricul-

ture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 

Changes in breakfast habits, a desire for health-

ier drinks and environmental concerns are key 

factors. Alternative beverages based on al-

monds, soy, coconuts, oats and other products 

are flourishing and undermining dairy milk. 

“A lot of consumers look at milk and they see 

the high fat, the high cholesterol, they may 

have concerns about the way the milk was pro-

duced,” said IBISWorld analyst Devin Savaskan, 

who tracks the dairy industry. “You see a lot of 

people switching to a completely plant-based 

diet and that’s just going to continue to drive 

down the popularity of milk.” 

Borden Dairy CEO Tony Sarsam defended dairy 

milk as healthy but said traditional milk compa-

nies haven’t changed enough to respond to 

how Americans are eating breakfast, in particu-

lar. 

A new breakfast menu 

“Breakfast was dominated by a bowl of cereal 

and a glass of orange juice 50 years ago. And 

that’s not the way folks are eating breakfast to-

day,” he said in an interview with USA TODAY. 

Part of the problem is that even as dairy farms 

disappear, overall milk production has in-

creased – in part due to improved techniques 

for cow milking – which has flooded the market 

with milk. 

Now, after several years of price drops due to 

excess supply, farmers have boosted milk prices 

to try to make up for their own losses. In No-

vember, the most recent month in which data 

was available, the price of raw milk was $21 per 

100 pounds, up 22% from November 2018, ac-

cording to the USDA. 

But the average retail price of whole milk and 

2% milk rose only 4% during that time period. 

That means profits are plunging for milk proces-

sors like Dean and Borden, compromising their 

ability to pay substantial debts. 

What’s more, brand-name milk companies are 

facing heightened competition from private-la-

bel competitors. Retailers are increasingly sell-

ing their private-label milk at a discount to lure 

customers into the store, according to Dean 

Foods. 

Walmart in early 2018, for example, opened a 

dairy plant in Indiana, which cost Dean Foods 

about 100 million gallons of sales, according to 

a Dean Foods court filing. Walmart and its sub-

sidiaries, including Sam’s Club, accounted for 

15.3% of Dean Foods’ sales in 2018. 

There aren’t enough milk buyers to support the 

amount of production in the marketplace, said 
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Arun Sundaram, a CFRA Research analyst who 

tracks agriculture. 

The turmoil poses a serious threat to the brand 

names that occupied American refrigerators for 

decades, he said. 

Dean Foods, Borden Dairy falter 

For companies like Dean Foods, whose more 

than 50 brands include DairyPure, TruMoo, 

Land O’ Lakes and Country Fresh – the increas-

ingly intense competition has proved especially 

damaging. 

The Dallas-based company, which was founded 

in 1925 and has about 15,000 employees and 

58 manufacturing plants in 29 states, has been 

negotiating a potential sale to national co-op 

Dairy Farmers of America since Dean’s bank-

ruptcy filing on Nov. 12. Both organizations con-

firmed that they are continuing to pursue a 

deal. 

Fluid milk sales make up 67% of the business for 

Dean Foods, which also supplies schools, con-

tractors and restaurant chains like McDonald’s, 

Panera, Taco Bell and Starbucks, Dean Foods 

CFO Gary Rahlfs said in a court filing. But sales 

of fluid milk fell 5.8% in 2018 and 4.2% in 2017, 

Rahlfs said. 

Until a deal can get done with Dairy Farmers of 

America, “we will continue operating our busi-

ness as usual,” Dean Foods said in a statement 

in response to USA TODAY questions. 

With pension liabilities and other debts also 

stacking up, Dean Foods was nearly out of 

money when it filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 

protection to “prevent potentially ruinous cus-

tomer flight,” the company said in a court filing 

in November. 

If a money crunch kept Dean from delivering 

milk, that would mean “school lunchrooms, cof-

fee shops, and grocery stores across America 

could face weeks without cartons for their 

lunch trays, milk for their coffee, or gallons for 

their refrigerators,” Dean Foods said in the fil-

ing. 

Borden – which traces its roots to 1861 and is 

known for its “Elsie the Cow” mascot – was the 

largest dairy company in the world in the 1980s, 

according to a court filing. But the company en-

countered financial trouble in the 1990s, was 

sold to KKR for $2 billion in 1995 and sold off 

many of its divisions and brands. 

Today, Borden Dairy makes branded and pri-

vate-label milk, buttermilk, dips, juices and 

other flavored drinks. 

To diversify its revenue, the company has cre-

ated new products like a high-protein flavored 

milk drink called Kid Builder as well as Ginger-

bread Egg Nog and new refrigerated dips. 

Still, fluid milk and cream made up 92% of the 

company’s about $1.2 billion in sales in 2018. 

With nearly 3,300 employees, Borden operates 

12 manufacturing plants and has sales concen-

trated in the southeast U.S. In addition to gro-

cers Walmart and Kroger, the company supplies 

milk to chains like Dairy Queen, Dunkin’ and 

Starbucks. 

Prices rise 

But Borden CEO Sarsam told USA TODAY that 

the price of raw milk, which milk producers pur-

chase from dairy farms, has increased 30% since 

he joined the company in May 2018. He blamed 

what he called “milk monopolies,” in the form 

of national co-ops, for colluding to increase 

prices “at great cost to us.” 

He said the “anti-competitive” behavior is a 

function of outdated regulatory policies stem-

ming from the Depression when the average 

dairy farm had only four cows. Today, he said, 

four co-ops control nearly half of the nation’s 

milk supply. 

Sarsam said Dairy Farmers of America should 

not be allowed to complete a deal to acquire 

Borden rival Dean Foods. 

“That would likely have the effect of eliminating 

other competitors in the marketplace,” he said. 

Dairy Farmers of America executive vice presi-

dent Monica Massey rejected the assertion that 



the nation’s milk co-ops, of which it is the larg-

est, are squeezing milk producers through anti-

competitive actions. 

“This is an unsubstantiated claim,” Massey said. 

“To blame cooperatives for the business issues 

of other companies is unfair.” 

The Department of Justice has asked Dean 

Foods for information about its potential deal 

with Dairy Farmer of America and other possi-

ble transactions under consideration, Dean 

Foods spokesperson Anne Divjak confirmed in 

an email. 

“It is routine for the DOJ to review potential 

transactions and, as part of this review, to con-

tact customers to gauge their reactions,” Divjak 

said. “Dean is cooperating with the DOJ in an-

swering its questions. Dean believes that a 

transaction with DFA would be procompetitive 

and beneficial to both farmers and consumers.” 

Alternatives pose challenges 

To be sure, it’s not all bad news for the dairy in-

dustry. Consumption of cheese and butter has 

reached all-time highs, according to the Depart-

ment of Agriculture. And 94% of American 

households continue to purchase milk, accord-

ing to the Dairy Farmers of America. 

Plus, sales of certain types of milk – namely, 

whole milk, flavored varieties and filtered milks 

– have been rising. 

“We have a very positive story to tell about 

dairy,” said Michael Dykes, CEO of the Interna-

tional Dairy Foods Association. “Consumers are 

consuming dairy products and our industry is 

growing.” 

He said the role of alternative milk in undermin-

ing milk producers “has been overplayed, pri-

marily by the media.” He pointed to various 

forms of water as a more significant competitor. 

In 2019, dairy milk accounted for about one-

third of the dairy industry’s $107 billion in reve-

nue, a figure that includes cheese and yogurt, 

according to IBISWorld estimates 

By contrast, milk alternatives totaled about $2.3 

billion in revenue. 

But the dairy industry is overflowing with com-

panies that are fighting for a share of a shrink-

ing pie. There were about 822 dairy industry 

companies in 2019, compared with only 18 in 

the alternatives space, according to IBISWorld. 

In 2018, sales of milk alternative beverages rose 

9%, according to the Plant Based Foods Associa-

tion. Almond milk makes up more than two-

thirds of the alternative milk market, according 

to IBISWorld. 

In a court filing, Dean Foods acknowledged that 

“increasing competition” from a wide variety of 

sources, including private-label brands and al-

ternative products, has undermined its busi-

ness. 

Some companies are taking an if-you-can’t-

beat-’em-join-’em approach. 

In 2016, New York-based Elmhurst Dairy shut 

down after more than 90 years of milk sales. In 

the wake of the closure, Henry Schwartz, son of 

the company’s founder, started Elmhurst 1925 

to focus on plant-based milks in partnership 

with scientist Cheryl Mitchell. 

After about three years in business, Elmhurst 

1925 has drinks in 6,000 stores, including its 

most popular drink, unsweetened almond milk. 

“That’s really the way they should be thinking,” 

Elmhurst 1925 chief marketing officer Peter 

Truby said of traditional milk companies. “They 

should really try to diversify.” 

The major milk companies are taking a more 

combative approach. 

Don’t call it ‘milk’ 

Dean Foods, Borden Dairy, Dairy Farmers of 

America and others are waging a campaign to 

ban alternative drink makers from using the 

term “milk” to describe their beverages. 

“There are plant-based products called ‘milk’ on 

grocery store shelves today that don’t include a 

single drop of dairy,” Dean Foods CEO Eric 

Beringause said in a statement to USA TODAY. 

“Even worse, consumers are being misled into 

believing that these imitation products are as 

healthy as their dairy counterparts.” 

https://plantbasedfoods.org/consumer-access/nielsen-data-release-2018/
https://plantbasedfoods.org/consumer-access/nielsen-data-release-2018/


The company called for the Food and Drug Ad-

ministration to enforce “Standards of Identity” 

regulations that would reserve dairy terminol-

ogy for traditional dairy products. 

The FDA is weighing a potential update to the 

standards based on modern marketing trends 

but declined to comment on the record for this 

story. 

IBISWorld analyst Savaskan is skeptical that the 

dairy companies will prevail, saying their efforts 

have been “more or less unsuccessful” so far. 

All sides agree that Americans have become in-

creasingly interested in healthy drinks in recent 

years. What they can’t agree on is which drinks 

are healthiest. 

But the argument is almost beside the point, 

Savaskan said. 

“People are going to change their taste based 

on what they see, what they feel and what 

they’ve been told,” he said. 

 

Disrupting dairy with precision fermentation: ‘By 2035, industrial cattle farming will be 

obsolete’ 
Feb 05, 2020 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2020/02/03/Disrupting-dairy-with-precision-fermentation-By-2035-indus-

trial-cattle-farming-will-be-obsolete 

ndependent think tank RethinkX is predict-

ing the most consequential disruption of 

food and agriculture in history. 

According to the London- and San Francisco-

based research institute, technology known as 

‘precision fermentation’ is driving down the 

costs – and driving up the quality – of modern 

proteins. 

By 2030, therefore, modern food products will 

be both cheaper and better quality than their 

animal-derived counterparts, RethinkX forecast 

in its 

Precision fermentation is a technology that ena-

bles the programming of micro-organisms to 

produce complex organic molecules, such as 

proteins, at ‘a fraction of the cost’ we do now. 

“This technology is not new,” according to Re-

thinkX analyst Catherine Tubb. “It has 

been…disrupting protein for four years, and we 

have been moving down the cost curve.” 

This is largely due to improvements in biological 

and information technologies: whereas it used 

to cost $1m (€903k) to produce a kilogram of 

one type of molecule in 2000, technological ad-

vancements have reduced that cost to around 

$100 today. 

“By 2025, we forecast that we’re going to be 

cost competitive with bulk animal protein,” said 

Tubb at the Westminster Food & Nutrition Fo-

rum in London this month, which stands at 

around $10 per kg for casein and whey. 

RethinkX expects these costs to fall below $10 

per kg by 2025, before becoming five times 

cheaper than traditional animal proteins by 

2030, and 10 times cheaper by 2035. 

Disruption of the cow 

So how will precision fermentation disrupt the 

dairy sector? According to RethinkX, the answer 

lies in replacing just 3.3% of milk’s content. This 

small percentage of key functional protein is all 

that need be substituted by precision fermenta-

tion-derived ingredients to collapse the indus-

try. 

“This is an ingredients-led business to business 

disruption,” Tubb explained, stressing that the 

model does not rely on a change in consumer 

behaviour. Rather, food manufacturers will pur-

chase milk – or milk powder – made ‘cheaper, 

faster, and with fewer inputs’ than conventional 

dairy. 

The demand is there. “Nestle, for example, buys 

almost 2% of global dairy production,” said 
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Tubb, adding that “Quorn [also] uses protein in 

their products.” 

As is the current supply: “We know that about 

35% of dairy protein in the US ends up in the 

B2B market…and about 70% of the New Zea-

land dairy market is made into solids and ex-

ported.” 

The implication is that industrial cattle farming, 

and all livestock farming, will be obsolete by 

2035, Tubb continued. 

Borden Dairy releases statement on over-pasteurized milk 
Feb 05, 2020 

https://www.wtvy.com/content/news/Borden-Dairy-releases-statement-on-over-pasteurized-milk-

567580341.html 

olumbus, Ga. (WTVM) -- After people 

have complained about their milk expir-

ing well before the date printed on the 

jug, Borden Dairy is releasing a statement say-

ing that some of their milk was recently over-

pasteurized. 

The affected milk reportedly came from their 

production facility in Dothan, Ala. 

The dairy company says there is no health risk 

to anyone who drank the milk. 

If you purchased affected Borden Dairy milk, 

you can return to the place of purchase for a re-

fund or contact the company for coupons. 

 

When it comes to milk you should go full-fat, especially with kids 
February 4, 2020 

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/02/04/health/full-fat-milk-children-obesity-wellness/index.html 

ilk has had a bad rap in recent years. 

A rise in veganism and concerns 

around intolerance to the creamy 

white drink has seen a surge in popularity of 

milk alternatives, and multiple myths still sur-

round the drink, including beliefs that it wors-

ens the symptoms of a cold. 

But when it comes to kids, cow's milk is a must-

have -- and always in its fattiest form, experts 

say. 

Milk is a good source of calcium, iodine, vita-

mins A and B12, and fat -- and it's the fat that 

helps children meet their energy requirements, 

says Lucy Upton, a specialist pediatric dietician 

and spokesperson for the Association of UK Die-

ticians. 

"Fat is very important in children," says Upton. 

"They have very high energy requirements." 

The three key energy sources for kids are dairy, 

protein and carbohydrates, and kids need signif-

icantly more energy per pound (or kilo) than 

adults. "The average two-year-old needs 80 cal-

ories per kilogram of weight," she says, high-

lighting that adults need less than half that 

amount. 

A recent study also found that kids who drank 

full-fat milk were less likely to be obese than 

those who drank the low-fat kind, although that 

insight was solely observational. 

So why deprive them of the good stuff when 

they've got so much energy to consume? 

Don't, experts advise, unless intolerance or al-

lergy is a genuine issue -- something that occurs 

in 2% to 7% of children, Upton says. 

Avoid toddler milks, despite what the ads say 

You may not have heard of toddler milk, but to-

day it's a widely available product targeting chil-

dren aged 12 months to three years, marketed 

as a follow-up drink to baby formula. 

Health and nutrition experts have long advised 

against toddler milks because of their added 

sugar and salt and lower protein than ordinary 

cow's milk, which was recently reiterated in 
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a consensus statement released by key US 

health and nutrition organizations. 

But a study published Tuesday found that be-

tween 2006 and 2015, toddler milk sales in-

creased by 2.6 times, from 47 to 121 million 

ounces, aided in large part by increased adver-

tising. 

"We found that sales and adverts for toddler 

milk increased and decreased for formula," said 

Yoon-Young Choi, a statistician at the University 

of Connecticut's Rudd Center for Food Policy & 

Obesity. 

The team believe this may be because of an in-

crease in breastfeeding rates in recent years, re-

ducing sales of formula and pushing interest to-

ward toddler milk. 

But the advice is clear: The next stop after 12 

months is natural, whole milk for children, and 

those ages 12 to 24 months should have two to 

three cups of whole milk daily. 

Keep it full-fat 

"We don't recommend skimmed milk [for] chil-

dren," says Upton, particularly in children under 

the age of five. Even in older kids, it would very 

much be on an individual basis, she adds. 

(Skimmed milk in the UK is the same as skim 

milk in the US.) 

Simon Steenson, a nutrition scientist at the Brit-

ish Nutrition Foundation, agrees, noting that 

"children who are eating well can be given 

semi-skimmed milk after 2 years, but skimmed 

or 1% milk is not suitable as a drink for children 

under 5 years," he says. 

And it shouldn't affect their weight. Canadian 

researchers found that kids between the ages of 

one and 18 years old who consumed whole milk 

were less likely to be obese. 

In fact, the odds of them being obese were 39% 

lower than kids who drank reduced-fat milk. 

The team analyzed 14 studies that included 

20,897 children, comparing children who drank 

whole milk (3.25% fat) with ones who drank re-

duced-fat (1.5 to 2% fat) milk. 

The kids drinking the full-fat milk were not 

heavier, explains Jonathon Maguire, an associ-

ate professor of pediatrics at the University of 

Toronto, who led the study. 

But Maguire stresses that the findings were 

purely observational and that there could be 

many reasons why this could be true. 

Kids who drink full-fat milk could feel more full, 

he suggests, or else there could be the chance 

that parents who drink lower-fat milk have kids 

who are bigger, he says -- a rationale known as 

"reverse causality." 

Maguire and his team will now conduct a ran-

domized, controlled trial with 500 children un-

der the age of five over a two-year period to see 

more directly whether the fat content of the 

milk they drink is a key factor in determining 

their weight. They will account for the kids' 

snacking habits, their starting weights and other 

factors that could affect weight. 

It's important we "understand the health ef-

fects of what we do with our children," Maguire 

told CNN. "Parents are making these decisions 

on a day-to-day basis" and they need evidence, 

he says. 

Upton is glad to hear a trial will soon be under-

way to determine the true cause for this link be-

tween full-fat milk and obesity risk. "Multiple 

factors affect BMI (Body Mass Index) in chil-

dren," she says, giving the examples of portion 

sizes, meal frequency, snacking and activity lev-

els. '"It's a very complex issue." 
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Cambridge dairy farmers foresee little help from trade agreement 
Feb 4, 2020 
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 new U.S. trade deal with Canada and 

Mexico may not do much to stem the 

loss of dairy farms in Wisconsin, the 

owners of a Cambridge farm said Jan. 29. 

In an event at Hinchley’s Dairy Farm, attended 

by a representative of the Democratic Party of 

Wisconsin, Tina and Duane Hinchley pointed to 

state figures that show more than 800 Wiscon-

sin dairy farms shut down in 2019. That was 

about 10 percent of Wisconsin dairy farms, ac-

cording to the Wisconsin Department of Agri-

culture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 

“That’s 818 families. That’s people,” Duane 

Hinchley said. 

It’s been “a hard thing thing to see. It’s really, 

really sad,” Tina Hinchley said. 

Any financial benefit individual farmers might 

derive from the United States-Mexico-Canada 

Agreement, which has been approved by Con-

gress and signed by President Donald Trump 

and is now awaiting Canadian and Mexican ap-

proval, may be negligible, the Hinchleys pre-

dicted. 

“We’re not gaining anything out it,” Duane 

Hinchley said. “Very little is going to go to back 

to the dairy farmer.” 

The Hinchleys, who spoke with reporters in 

their dairy barn, said in the time it took to draw 

up the trade deal, and for it to move through 

Congress, China has begun shifting its purchas-

ing of commodities to other parts of the world. 

South America, Duane Hinchley said, “is trend-

ing that way, they’re going to be the supplier of 

soybeans to China.” 

“The only time they are going to come to us (to 

buy commodities) is when they aren’t able to 

get it from Brazil,” Tina Hinchley said. 

Tina Hinchley said she’s hopeful, however, that 

dairy industry innovation in Wisconsin, particu-

larly advances in specialty products like cheese, 

will help the state remain an industry leader. 

But she said she’s not sure all of its sales mar-

kets will return. 

“I’m hopeful that we can get some of it back but 

all of it I really don’t know if it will all come 

back,” Tina Hinchley said. “Right now, there’s a 

lot of uncertainty.” 

The dairy market has barely been affected by 

Trump’s signing of the agreement in January, 

Duane Hinchley noted. 

Milk prices “have come up a little bit since then 

but not necessarily because of (the agreement), 

and we are year-over-year statistically flat on 

milk production, so it was kind of a moot point,” 

Duane Hinchley said. 

The Hinchleys, who said they didn’t plant soy-

beans in 2019 because of weather and market 

prices, the latter of which were depressed by a 

U.S. tariff war with China, said they’re neverthe-

less hopeful. 

“We did have really good relationships with 

(Canada and Mexico) in the past and now we’re 

going to have a new beginning and see where it 

goes from there. It is our hope that it will be 

beneficial for everybody in the agricultural in-

dustry, not just dairy farmers,” Tina Hinchley 

said. 

Tina Hinchley urged state and national policy 

makers to visit to hear from farmers them-

selves. 

“They need to see what’s going on, they need 

to see how passionate we are and how im-

portant we are to the economy,” Tina Hinchley 

said. 

Other Wisconsin dairy groups, meanwhile, 

praised the agreement. 

In a Jan. 29 release, the Dairy Business Associa-

tion, Wisconsin’s largest dairy lobbying group, 

called it “a vital deal that will bring broad bene-

fits in the long term for the dairy community.” 
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“This is an exciting day. The deal has been a 

long time in the making and we can finally cele-

brate,” said Amy Penterman, the association’s 

vice president. 

“The relationships our country has developed 

with Mexico and Canada have greatly benefited 

the U.S. dairy community during that past 25 

years under NAFTA. Mexico is now our top dairy 

export market and Canada is number three. We 

need our neighbors and they need us,” Penter-

man said. “Trade is a key to farmers and proces-

sors succeeding in the long term. Farms of all 

sizes and business models benefit when we 

have opportunities for free and fair trading. 

That success extends to all of the other busi-

nesses tied to dairy also and keeps our rural 

communities strong. Wisconsin dairy farmers 

and processors produce milk, cheese and other 

dairy foods that are second to none. Who bet-

ter than America’s Dairyland to help meet the 

nutritional demands of a growing population 

around the world. The president and Congress, 

including nearly all of our delegation here in 

Wisconsin, deserve congratulations for working 

so hard on this vital agreement.” 

And Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative, of Green 

Bay, one of the largest dairy co-ops in the coun-

try based on milk volume, in a release hailed 

the agreement as a “tremendous victory” for 

the U.S. dairy community and praised Congress 

and President Trump’s administration for com-

pleting the deal. 

“In preserving the well-established markets of 

Mexico and Canada, and providing opportuni-

ties for even more exports there, USMCA will 

help bring the long-term economic stability nec-

essary for farmers to not only survive but 

thrive,” said Brody Stapel, Edge’s president and 

a dairy farmer in eastern Wisconsin. “The out-

look is far brighter today for farmers’ busi-

nesses, families and employees, and our rural 

communities because of this historic agree-

ment, which also benefits so many other parts 

of America’s economy. We have reason to cele-

brate. Congress and the administration deserve 

praise for recognizing how critically important 

USMCA is and for putting divisive politics aside 

to make it a reality.” 

 

 

Dairy industry doesn't own the word 'milk' 
02/04/20 01:30 PM EST 

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/481419-dairy-industry-doesnt-own-the-word-milk 

 
ust as senators were celebrating their free-

dom to drink milk rather than just water 

during the impeachment trial, some mem-

bers of the body chose to continue their quest 

to restrict Americans from buying anything la-

beled “milk” that doesn’t come from a cow. It’s 

an absurd (and unconstitutional) attempt to re-

strict products from using a common term that 

consumers understand. 

At the request of the dairy industry, 

Sens. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) and Jim Risch (R-

Idaho), recently wrote a letter asking FDA Com-

missioner Stephen Hahn to ban terms like “co-

conut milk” and “almond milk.” In fact, the sen-

ators want all milk terms banned unless the 

product being described is cow’s milk. The sena-

tors claim that terms like “coconut milk” and 

“almond milk” are confusing. 

Baldwin and Risch may be easily confused, but 

American consumers are not. They understand 
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that coconut milk doesn’t come from cows, just 

like they understand that peanut butter is dif-

ferent than butter. And that chickens don’t 

have fingers. And that you don’t wear cotton 

candy. 

Thankfully for Americans who enjoy all types of 

milk, the government doesn’t own our lan-

guage. Under the First Amendment, what mat-

ters is whether reasonable consumers are con-

fused by these terms, not what politicians wish 

those words meant. Since reasonable consum-

ers are not confused by terms like “coconut 

milk” and “almond milk,” the First Amendment 

protects their use. 

Vegetable milk terms have been around since 

our nation’s founding, and even for centuries 

before. As far back as the 15th century, recipes 

called for the ingredient “almondes mylk.” In 

1626, Francis Bacon noted that “there be 

plants, that have a Milk in them when they are 

Cut.” And the 18th century Encyclopaedia Bri-

tannica stated that “the emulsive liquors of veg-

etables may be called vegetable milks.” In fact, 

consumers so appreciated the idea that the 

term “milk” did not necessarily mean cow’s milk 

that when American inventor John Callen pa-

tented his new antacid in 1818, he named it 

Milk of Magnesia. None of this appears to have 

confused anyone. 

This lack of consumer confusion is the reason 

why the FDA has repeatedly rejected Big Dairy’s 

efforts to punish nondairy milk sellers for using 

these terms. When you ban the common terms 

that consumers understand best, consumer 

confusion doesn’t go down. It goes up. 

So now the giant international diary conglomer-

ates have found a group of senators who are 

willing to feign confusion in order to do their 

bidding. Of course, no one really thinks Baldwin, 

Risch, and their other supporters are confused 

about coconut milk. Instead, what is happening 

is that they are going to do whatever the giant 

companies tell them to do, no matter how 

many consumers they hurt or constitutional 

provisions they shred. 

Big Dairy isn’t limiting itself to Capitol Hill ei-

ther. With a never-ending army of lobbyists at 

its disposal, it is also trying to convince state 

legislatures to ban this truthful speech. Just last 

week, the Virginia House joined North Carolina 

and Maryland in passing similar laws. But just 

like in North Carolina and Maryland, the law will 

only take effect if 11 states do the same thing, 

so even if the Virginia Senate were to concur 

and Virginia’s governor were to sign the bill into 

law, nothing meaningful would happen for 

years. This is why Big Dairy is so focused on 

Baldwin and Risch. 

The good news is that established First Amend-

ment precedent already shows that this type of 

ban is likely to be ruled unconstitutional. But in 

the process of losing in court, the government 

will spend millions of tax dollars, after which 

the government will likely be ordered to pay 

even more to the challengers’ attorneys. Hope-

fully, Baldwin and Risch can find a better use for 

their time and the taxpayers’ money. 

 

Lawmaker Encourages More Milk Consumption 
FEB 4, 2020 

https://www.post-journal.com/news/local-news/2020/02/lawmaker-encourages-more-milk-consumption/ 

hat’s why Jones, D-Plattsburgh, vehe-

mently disagrees with a proposal to ban 

flavored milk in New York City’s 1,200 

schools. During a Joint Legislative Public Hearing 

on Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed 2020-21 

state budget, several state legislators joined 

Jones in pitching ideas and programs as well as 

asking questions about issues in the state’s agri-

culture industry. Richard Ball, state agriculture 

commissioner, told Jones state officials are 

working to showcase New York-produced prod-

ucts once a week in New York City schools and 
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are working to increase the share of new New 

York products, particularly dairy, in all New York 

schools through programs like the Farm to Ta-

ble program and the No Student Goes Hungry 

Program. 

“We’re going to put a pilot program out about 

getting rid of the half pints we grew up 

with,” Ball said. “There’s very little imagination 

in the creation of that half-pint. It looks very 

much the same as it did when you were in 

school. We’re looking at bulk milk containers, 

keeping it colder, keeping it fresher and saving 

money for the schools, things like that. School 

milk and getting more school milk, not less. 

We’ve seen a decline in fluid milk consumption. 

I think that’s something we’re going to continue 

to look at.” 

While the flavored milk ban is not a new idea, 

Jones pushed back hard on the idea during 

Monday’s hearing. 

“I can name 1,000 things that are worse for our 

children than flavored milk,” Jones said. “I can-

not see that as a good thing, and certainly it’s 

not a good thing for the dairy industry. And, 

chocolate milk is actually good for our kids.” 

Jones also wanted to know what the governor’s 

budget proposal does to help dairy farmers, 

particularly in light of the Farm Laborer’s Fair 

Labor Practices Act that brings the right to un-

ionize to farmworkers and the implementation 

of overtime pay after 60 hours of work. Ball said 

one way to help farmers is ratification and im-

plementation of the USMCA trade agreement 

between the United States, Canada and Mexico. 

Ball said in the past, Canada has raised issues 

with Class 6 and Class 7 milk products. Class 7 

milk products include skim milk components, 

milk protein concentrates and skim milk powder 

used to process dairy products. 

Canada created Class 7 to price milk ingredi-

ents, a move that Americans and other coun-

tries said priced Class 7 dairy out of the Cana-

dian market and hurt American farmers. Ball 

said that meant $60 million of milk over 300 

trailer loads that had been shipped to Canada 

from New York farmers were no longer being 

purchased. President Donald Trump signed the 

USMCA trade agreement on Wednesday. 

Ball also said it is important to make sure the 

state is updating the milk processing industry 

throughout the state. 

 

Maine senators want FDA chief to crack down on plant-based milk 
Monday, February 3rd 2020 

https://wgme.com/news/local/maine-senators-want-fda-chief-to-crack-down-on-plant-based-milk 

 
aine’s two U.S. senators are among a 

group of lawmakers pushing for the 

federal government to crack down 

on the use of dairy terms on plant-based prod-

ucts. 

Republican Sen. Susan Collins and independent 

Sen. Angus King want U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration Commissioner Stephen Hahn to 

work with the Congress to prevent what they 

see as misuse of dairy terms on products that 

contain no dairy. Collins and King joined a bipar-

tisan group of seven senators in asking for 

Hahn’s help in late January. 

The senators said the use of dairy terms such as 

milk on “imitation products in the marketplace” 

is confusing for consumers. “This is both unfair 

to our hardworking dairy farmers and problem-

atic for consumers, making it harder for Ameri-

cans to make educated decisions regarding 
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what they feed themselves and their families,” 

the senators wrote. 

The International Food Information Council 

Foundation released survey results in 2018 that 

said “three-quarters of Americans understand 

that plant-based ‘milk’ products do not actually 

contain cow’s milk.” 

 

Project seeks to convert dairy farm manure to natural gas 
FEBRUARY 03, 2020 04:26 PM  

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article239907383.html 

 
armful emissions from the agriculture 

sector are increasingly scrutinized as 

the climate changes. Now, energy 

companies want to help dairy farmers reduce 

emissions. 

Virginia-based Dominion Energy and Vanguard 

Renewables Ag of Massachusetts have an-

nounced a $200 million partnership to convert 

methane from cow manure into renewable nat-

ural gas. 

The money will fund projects at dairy farms in 

New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, Nevada and Geor-

gia. 

“This is a huge win for the environment, for 

family farms and for our customers,” Ryan Chil-

dress, director of gas partnership business de-

velopment at Dominion Energy, told the Jour-

nal. “It’s exciting to cross industries to team up 

agriculture and energy.” 

Agriculture produced 11% of New Mexico’s 

greenhouse gas emissions in 2018, according to 

the state’s climate change task force report re-

leased in November. 

As manure breaks down, it produces methane, 

a greenhouse gas with a greater warming po-

tential than carbon dioxide. 

Instead of allowing methane to escape into the 

atmosphere, the companies capture the gas on 

the farms by placing manure in anaerobic di-

gester tanks with large inflatable “bladders” on 

top. 

Low-pressure pipes transport the gas to a 

nearby Dominion-run processing facility, where 

it is cleaned to industry standards and goes into 

existing distribution systems as a power source 

for homes and businesses. Natural gas collected 

from each cluster of dairy farms could power 

2,800 to 4,000 homes. 

Dairy farmers will receive payments from Do-

minion and Vanguard for the manure they place 

into the digester tanks, which the companies 

praised as a way to provide another revenue 

stream to local farmers. 

“This allows the next generation of dairymen to 

focus on sustainable practices and better nutri-

ent management,” said Kevin Chase, CEO of 

Vanguard Renewables Ag. “This is a 100% in-

vestment by our companies, at no cost to dairy 

owners.” 

After methane is removed from the manure, 

the dairy farmers can use the nutrient-rich 

waste on their farms for fertilizer. The compa-

nies worked with the Dairy Farmers of America 

to identify where dense clusters of dairies 

would make transport to processing facilities 

more efficient. 

Final locations of the farm projects haven’t 

been announced, but Chase did say southeast 

New Mexico is ideal for methane capture. 

Nearly 40 regional dairies supply milk to the 

Southwest Cheese Plant in Clovis, New Mexico. 

“We’re excited to collaborate on this oppor-

tunity with Dominion Energy and (to be) helping 

our family farm owners in their commitment to 
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sustainability and renewable energy,” the Dairy 

Farmers of America said in a social media state-

ment. 

Vanguard has five anaerobic digesters on dairy 

farms in Massachusetts and one under con-

struction in Vermont. 

Dominion and Vanguard will soon file for pro-

ject permits with the New Mexico Department 

of Agriculture, and Chase said the goal is to 

break ground on the digesters this year. 

The $200 million could fund projects at 10 to 20 

farm clusters, depending on the size of each 

dairy. 

 

In fight to survive, US dairy farmers look for any tech edge 
February 2, 2020, 1:23 pm 

https://www.clickorlando.com/business/2020/02/02/in-fight-to-survive-us-dairy-farmers-look-for-any-tech-edge/ 

ICKETT, Wis. – At Rosendale Dairy, each 

of the 9,000 cows has a microchip im-

planted in an ear that workers can scan 

with smartphones for up-to-the-minute infor-

mation on how the animal is doing — every-

thing from their nutrition to their health history 

to their productivity. Feed is calibrated to de-

liver a precise diet and machines handle the 

milking. In the fields, drones gather data that 

helps bump up yields for the row crops grown 

to feed the animals. 

Technology has played an important role in ag-

riculture for years but it's become a life and 

death matter at dairy farms these days, as low 

milk prices have ratcheted up pressure on farm-

ers to seek every possible efficiency to avoid 

joining the thousands of operations that have 

failed. 

“If I use 100 bags of seed on a field and I change 

the way I distribute the seed, I can yield more 

without a single extra dollar of input,” said Matt 

Wichman, Rosendale’s director of agronomy. 

Such tools “are becoming so economically via-

ble that anybody that’s of a decent scale is 

adopting these,” Wichman said. 

Technology can mean survival, but it involves a 

perilous gamble: Will the machines produce 

savings fast enough to cover the debt they in-

cur? 

“The last five years have really been treacher-

ous,” said Randy Hallett, who has 85 cows in 

Casco, Wisconsin, and has spent $33,000 on 

new milking equipment. He would invest more 

if his operation could afford it. “I broke even, 

mostly.” 

The dairy industry is caught in a vise between 

consumer trends and competition. Americans 

are buying less milk as changing tastes steer 

them to milk substitutes from soy and almonds, 

or to entirely different drinks like flavored wa-

ter. Two big milk processors, Dean Foods 

and Borden Dairy Co., filed for bankruptcy pro-

tection in the past three months, undone by de-

clining demand and also pressured by big com-

petitors like Walmart, which opened its own 

milk processing plant in 2018. 

And then there are milk prices. 

After hitting a historic high in 2014 of more 

than $26 per 100 pounds on the strength of 

massive buying from China, the bottom fell out. 

When China stopped its milk-buying spree, 

there was already oversupply from both Ameri-

can and European Union producers, said Mark 

Stephenson, director of dairy policy analysis at 

the University of Wisconsin. 

Prices fell to $17.30 by the following year, and 

for producers, it's been mostly misery ever 

since. Nationwide, the number of dairy farms 

dropped from 40,199 in 2017 to 37,468 in 2018. 

In Wisconsin, a state that takes pride in its im-

age as “America’s Dairyland,” the toll has been 

particular severe. Though California produces 

more milk, Wisconsin has more dairy farms 

than any other state. And more than 1,600 of 

those have gone under in the past three years. 
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But there are reasons to believe the worst 

might be over, said Jim Ostrom, a partner at 

Milk Source, the company that owns Rosendale. 

In November, milk prices in Wisconsin rose to 

$22.40. Nationwide, they reached $21, finally 

above the $18 price point that Stephenson cited 

as a general benchmark for producers turning a 

profit. 

With dairy prices outside farmers' control, they 

have to focus on controlling costs. That's where 

technology comes in. A rotary milking parlor can 

handle 10 cows a minute and can sense when 

an udder is empty so cows aren't overmilked, 

which can harm their health. But a robotic milk-

ing system can run more than $200,000. 

“It can be very difficult for a smaller farm to af-

ford this technology because you need, you 

know, a larger operation to spread those ex-

penses across,” said Liz Binversie, an agriculture 

educator in Brown County for the University of 

Wisconsin extension office. She said she knows 

of one farm that went out of business because 

it couldn't find enough workers and could not 

afford a robotic milking system. 

Wisconsin leads the nation in farm bankruptcies 

with 45 Chapter 12 filings from July 2018 

through June 2019, according to the American 

Farm Bureau Federation. Minnesota was not far 

behind with 31 during that time. 

Because of debt, the cost of producing milk var-

ies among farms. While some farmers can break 

even at a price of $18 per hundred pounds, oth-

ers need $21 because of their debt load. 

Sometimes the way to survive is to join forces 

with neighbors. 

Hallett shares some advanced machinery with a 

neighboring farmer, like a combine and planting 

equipment. And, fortunately, some technology 

isn't expensive. Hallett's cows carry the same 

microchips as Rosendale uses, so he can know 

from the comfort of his office the milk weight 

for each cow and whether a particular cow had 

less milk that day. The chips cost about 12 cents 

per month per cow. 

Hallett said he wishes he could afford to update 

his cow stalls, but that getting credit from banks 

is difficult because they consider bigger opera-

tions less risky. 

“Who do you think they're going to work with 

to keep them afloat?” Hallett said. 

The University of Wisconsin hopes to help with 

a project that would integrate all the data farms 

collect each day on cows' production, feed and 

health, among other things. 

Integrating the data and using artificial intelli-

gence and machine learning “would be very 

helpful to farmers making the best decisions 

every single time” in real time, said Victor 

Cabrera, the professor at the University of Wis-

consin-Madison who is leading the project. He’s 

collecting data from five farms now and expects 

to have the project completed in three years. 

Farmers could tell whether to keep breeding an 

animal or let it go. 

“I’d use it yesterday if I had it,” said Mitch 

Breunig, who is contributing data from his farm, 

Mystic Valley Dairy, where he has 460 cows. 

He said sometimes it’s weeks before he can pin-

point how much milk a cow produced on a par-

ticular day and how much it ate. 

“I think it doesn’t matter what size your farm is, 

it’s information you need to know," he said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dairy calf registrations up 16% on 2019 
Feb 2, 2020, 4:00pm 

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/dairy-calf-registrations-up-16-on-2019/ 

 
he calving season is kicking off on 

spring-calving dairy farms across the 

country, with farmers progressing nicely 

through the season. 

Some 80,399 calves have been registered to 

dairy cows thus far this year, recent figures 

from the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) 

have revealed. 

When compared to the corresponding period in 

2019, that is a jump of 13,168 head or an in-

crease by 16%. This is a significant increase 

from 2019. 

Looking at the figures on a weekly basis – dur-

ing the week ending January 31 – some 45,930 

dairy calves were registered on farms. This was 

a jump of 7,717 head, or by 17%, when com-

pared to the same week in 2019. 

This increase in dairy calf registrations is largely 

attributed the continuous growth in the na-

tional dairy cow population since the abolish-

ment of milk quotas. 

Irish dairy cow numbers now stand at just over 

1.5 million head – an increase of 1.6% from 

2018, 5% from 2017 and 7.4% from 2016. 

Milk Price Tracker 

In other news, don’t miss our Milk Price Tracker 

in which we bring you the most recent milk 

prices – from the most significant Irish dairy co-

ops. 

This table is now available on a month-by-

month basis – enabling suppliers (dairy farmers) 

to track prices paid right across the industry. 

Not only does the table enable a supplier to see 

what his or her own co-op is paying, but they 

also provide visibility of what competing co-ops 

are paying – on a like-for-like basis. 

The project is being undertaken in conjunction 

with the Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers’ Associa-

tion (ICMSA). 
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